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REMARKS. 

t 

O N TH E 

4 

LIFE AND WRITINGS 

. 

r 

♦ 

O F 

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 

"W N the Life of Virgil, prefixed to Dryden’s Tranf- 
iL lation, it is obferved of the Ceiris , a c piece 
* more elaborate than the Ctilex, both attributed to 
Virgil by the author of that Life, that c the Ceiris 
c is borrowed from that learned and unfortunate 
c poet Apollonius Rhodius, to whom Virgil is 
c more indebted than to any other Greek writer, 
c excepting Homer. The reader will be fatis- 
c fied of this, if he confults the author in his 
c own language, for the tranflation is a great deal 
c more obfcure than the original.* 

• _ 

Unfortunate indeed, fo little to have been re¬ 
galed, with the pofltffion of fuperior merit, with- 

B out 

♦ 
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out the degrading idea of a tranflator, vilifying the 
work, which he admires 

It may appear inconfiftent with the candid enco - 
miaft of our author, that fo flight attention Hhould 
have been paid to his memory, as to admit a total 
fupinenefs of public eftimation ; for this, with few 
exceptions, may be conftrued to have been the cafe, 
from the middle of the third century, A. C. till 
nearly within two centuries of our prefent days. 

The fplendid fcholarfliip, and faithful attention 
of Stephens, have redeemed many an ancient wri¬ 
ter from unmerited difregard. His edition of our 
author evinces his accuracy and indefatigable zeal. 
Hoelzlinus has labored hard in an unpromiling 
vineyard, but public gratitude has more than am¬ 
ply repaid his ftubborn literature. He hath pof- 
feffed his price, and his day. Straining his comment 
rather to the difplay of his own knowlege, than to 
the elucidation of his author’s merit, he feems to 
have forgot, that the Latin of Plautus is as little 
reconcileable as High-Dutch to a verfion of Apol¬ 
lonius. 

• The tranflation alluded to I have not feen, nor have I 
been acquainted with, but from the above quotation. I pre¬ 
fume, therefore, that I fhall not be accufed of branding this, 
to add a fplendor to my own. 

The 



The learned world, repeatedly favored with icn* 
provements in claffical erudition from the univer- 
fity of Oxford, has recently received an expen- 
five quarto to the reputation of Apollonius, In 
this, we are treated with a verfion ufually amend¬ 
ing the conftru&ion of Hoelzlinus (whom it is im- 
poffible, upon many occafions, to comprehend), and 
in its turn amended, at leaft reconciled from the 

4 

latter to the real meaning of the text. The libe- 

4 

rality of the edition, to aflert the truth, has out¬ 
run the attention of the editor. Typographical 
miftakes abound, which a body of academical lite¬ 
rati may not eafily forgive; the fcholia form a va¬ 
luable affemblage of mythological matter, and the 
notes of Sanftamandus poffefs a fingular eminence; 
not to omit a lift of various readings, explaining the 
original. An Index of Greek words, occurring in 
the text, clofes the publication f. 

Apollonius, we are informed, was the fon of 
Syllus, or, as it may in preference be written, or 
Hyllus; he was an Egyptian by birth, of the city 
of Alexandria, at the time when that patron of letters 
Ptolemy Philadelphus was fovereign. On his de- 

t Several indances of fimilarity in Valerius Flaccus are in¬ 
ferred in the Remarks, with copious abdratts of.paffages, 
taken by Virgil from our author. 

B 2 
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fcent from Hyllus I conje&ure, that his father 
might have been an Hyllenfian. This people is 
mentioned in the fourth book of the poem, and 
placed *, after a fkirmifli occafioned by the firfi in¬ 
terview, in focial amity with the Grecian adven¬ 
turers. I mention it as a mere conjefture, from 
the perfuafion, that perfons were originally named 
from countries, as co :ntries may be concluded to 
have been from fcenes and circumftances, by which 
they were occafionally diftinguifhable. His mother’s 
name was Rhode j this particular, rather than his 
felf-exile from his native foil, may have probably 
affixed to him the name of Rhodian. Perhaps his 
mother may have owed her birth to Rhodes! 

In his education under Callimachus he is repre- 
fented to have exercifed + ingratitude to his precep- 

tor ; 

• From v, 524, to v. 562 of that book, 

f What can be undtrftocd by this ingratitude, unlefs it be 
the fuppofed prefumption of Apollonius, by an attempt in 
youth to rival his raaftei’s reputation ? But any difplay of 
genius in a pupil muft furely have been applauded by the 
teacher 1 the fcbolar's fame was thereby reflected upon h\mft\f % 
for fuen excellence muft beefteemed in no fmall degree to have 
flowed from his precepts and example. If the ftory of Calli¬ 
machus s Ibis be acceded to, I am afraid, that the composi¬ 
tion was occafioned by the jeakufy of a uuit, I think it, how¬ 
ever, little probable, and much redounding to the prejudice of 
his character. 2 seither can 1 belieye, that Apollonius quitted 

Alex- 



tor ) the inftance is not alleged; and the un¬ 
manly return of vengeance by Callimachus, in a 
fatire, entitled Ibis, may therefore be greatly quef- 
tioned. Callimachus had not fo virulent a turn in 
his intercourfe with the Mufe ; his furviving com- 
pofitions prove it; to plant a battery of fatire againft 
his fcholaris fcarcely reconcileable but with fuch a 
turn ; nor can it be conje&ured, in what the 
young ftudent, who muft be conftrued to have re¬ 
ceived improvements from his mafter, could fo largely 
have offended, as to draw down the literary fcourge. 
Ovid too compofed his < Ibis/ but I will not pro¬ 
nounce it fo have arifen from borrowed principles. 
Satire is a flower, which grows fpontaneoufly ; lit¬ 
tle necefllty is there, to fuppofe its tranfplantation 
from a foreign foilin Ovid, whofe difappointments 
nourifhed ijt, there is no reafon to prefume the leajl. 

He is afferted to have eftabliflied a rhetorical 
•fchool 5 if his maintainance required it, the efta- 
blifhment was congenial with the chara&er of his 
age ; the office was by no means degrading in it- 
felf, and was evidently calculated for the iervice of 
the public. 

Alexandria, but to travel, as it was ufual in thofe times, for 

improvement into Greece. The reafon will be (hortly fub- 
milted. 

t 
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It may be fomewhat difficult to reconcile the opi¬ 
nion, that Apollonius began his Argonautic poem 
in very early hours. Such an attempt was indeed 
arduous, and argued the ambition of youth j but it 
ferns little to be attributed to the fedate compo- 

fure, characterizing a bard, wh ofe furvmng poem 

upon the fame fubje& leaves no doubt in his reader 
of its author’s difpofition. No wonder that it was 
crowned with applaufe in the form, which it now 
bears-; and that a public recitation amongfl his 
countrymen produced a recompence, denied in 
more recent ages, to mprejfions of his work *. The 
facceffor of Ptolemy Phiiadelphus invited his ac¬ 
ceptance of the office to prefide over his library 
at Alexandria ; no authentic account appears, relat¬ 
ing to our author, after that event, but chat he pub- 
lifhedh is Argonautics, and that he died : the tomb 
of his matter Callimachus received, we are told, the 
afhes of the pupil.—They, who vouch for the 
truth of the fact laft mentioned, will fcarcely credit 

the piclure of difagreement, hitherto fubmitted in 
our .writer’s life, between his tutor, and himfelf. 

The hiftorv of an author is repeatedly obferved to 
be compofed of fcanty, to which, with refpect to 

* Ee was made free, it is faid, of the city of Rhodes j other 
paflports, befides that of defei t, are more ufually required to 
the freedom of cities m modern times. 

the 
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the ancients, I beg leave to add, fufpicoas, materials. 

A biographer of Apollonius may efteem himfelf par¬ 
ticularly forunate in the firjl inftance ; for where 
anecdotes are numerous, impofitions more familiarly 
abound.;—Writersof eminence are not unufually dig¬ 
nified by the induftrious zeal of their admirers with 

as many lives at leajl 4 as a cat/ Three alone, from 
which every fubfequent one has been literally bor¬ 
rowed, are confecrated to Apollonius. Two, the 
compofitions, very abbreviated, of Greek fcholiaflsj 
perhaps, of Tyrrhseus, and Theon, with their col- 
legues, who formed the fcholia to our author’s 
text *, the third, of Lilius Giraldus, almoft a fo - 

titary * devotee at the fir in e of Apollonius . Quin¬ 
tilian limits his ftyle to at belt a decent mediocrity, 

with an invidious, negative panegyrick, that 4 the 
4 poem is not contemptible.’ Longinus, who better 
underftood, and more rarely deviates from candor in 
criticifm, pays a compliment to this <equi-poife; but 
intimates f neverthelefs, that he falls fhort of Homer: 

in animation of fubje#, it may fee granted, but his 
pureft words, and mod elegant phrafes are ftudioufly 

taken from his Mesonian predecefibr, to whom he is 

* The others ftigmatize his cha ratter, 
f Apollonius is declared to have taught Rhetoric at Rhodes ? 
it feems to have been a favourite application in his days ; finely 

he mu ft have under/food the orthodox rules of Epic poetry! 

B 4 not 
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not indebted for particular defcriptions, or for his 
general plan 5 though he has himfeif furniflied mat¬ 
ter for the happieft imitations of fucceeding bards-f. 


To conclude the account of our author’s life 
■with a farther literary fcruple : would Ptolemy 
Eiiergetes, apparently a worthy fuccellbr of a wor¬ 
thy father, have invited to a diftingui/hed fituation 
(that of librarian, in the days, and region, which 
encouraged erudition, maybe fo concluded,) a man, 
who had proved himfeif obnoxious to his hifiru^or^ 
a favourite, fo lately, at the court of Alexandria ? 
the moft, that could be alleged would be, that the 
fovereign of Egypt attended more particularly to the 


f GiraMns acqunir-ts us with what is obvious to the moft 
foperficiai comparer, that Virgil h2s ‘ transfufed’ into his de* 
fcription of the Loves of Dido many paflages of Apollonius 
delineating tbofe of Medea. This commentator, with a juft 

fpirit of elegance, pronounces the poem * Opus varium, Sc 
inultis vigihis elucubratum,' but feems not with equal pro. 


priety to accufe it of ‘ an hard and ungrateful turn, unlefs in 

* the Loves of Medea.’ Every one of the books abounds with 

* 

beauties, the more ccnfpicuous in themfelves, and the more 
amply vindicating the merits of the writer, as darting their 


iplendor through a fombre, ami folemn fubje< 5 L But whence 
antes the fuperiority attributed by Longinus t*' Ilomer over 
Apollonius? merely‘from the fublimiry of ftyle, r/hofe in- 
‘ equalities are preferable to a fauklefs equality.’ After all, 
the tuperiority refts not in the ft>le, hut in the richer glow of 
Horner’s more a3lze re prefen taticns of the boijlerous pajfious , 
more generally interfiling to lets attentive readeis. 


intcrefis 


* 



C 9 ] 

interefls of genius, which had fought an afylum in 
Greece from the perfecution of a grammarian, 
(fuch was Callimachus,J a felf-imported critic into 
Egypt, whofe name implies his poffeffion of a finer 
fpirit for cantefi +• 

If it be permitted to refume the fubjedi of my 
author’s reputation, I would continue thefe remarks 

by an introdu&ion of the critic Le Fevre *, a critic 
of erudition, and of real tafte. I know not, whence 
it proceeds, but almoft every commentator of Apol¬ 
lonius appears to have been bewildered with his talk. 
Each feems more particularly to have entered upon 
the office with prejudice, or with prepofleffion. Why 
muft our Frenchman arraign the difpofition, in which 
the Argonautic poem is conveyed ? The plan was 
fimple, the compofition is conformable with that fun- 
plicity in the main ; but furely it cannot, from a ge- 

f I am by no means convinced, that the foregoing deriva¬ 
tion may not be efteemed to argue refinement. It may ap¬ 
pear at jealt refolvable into Grecian ufare, with regard to 
names in general $ perhaps it may be urged, that the fa& faid 
to be committed in point of our poet’s ingratitude was un¬ 
known at Rhodes; but Ptolemy could fcarcely have been ig¬ 
norant of it at Alexandria. If fo, his countenance of the 
bard may argue his conviction, that it was falfe. To vifit 
Kgjpt from Greece, and-Greece from Egypt, was as cutlom- 
ary in thofe periods for improvement in ftudies, as reciprocal 
intercourfe between our iflanders and the continent in thefe, 
for curious cvjftpatkn. 


neral 
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nera! fubferviency to the firft principle, be concluded 
to have forfeited its reputation in the occajional walks 
of defcription, epifode, and, above all, of character, 

delineated from human manners, I will not afferti 
that Apollonius has been received into our hands 
■unmutilated; but I would dare to pronounce his 
work nearly unexceptionable, on the idea of critical 
propriety. 


We meet with no rare inftances of reafoners 
commenting compofitions, which they either have 
not read, or, if read, fufiiciently comprehend not. 
If we fuffer ourfelves to argue from this convidion, 
we may the lefs wonder at thcfe various, and contra- 
didory characters, bellowed upon works, which have 
been by fome examined, and perfectly underftood. 
To apply this to Callimachus, Propertius dignifies 
him with the title of * refined poet ; Quintilian 
ranks him with the belt writers of elegy ; that he 
was a favorite with Catullus appears from the ver~ 
Con of his poem upon c queen Berenice’s hair/ a 
compliment elegantly flattering to his patron Pto¬ 
lemy Etiergetes, who confeffedly deferved every mark 
of attention from ingenuity, Madame Dacier, a 
ladv who made clafiical writers altogether her own, 
by famili2rifing their compofitions, aiTerts the po- 
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HJhed elegance of Callimachus; her father declares 
. his pieces to be (lamped with energy , yet fimplicity m 
Reverfe the medal ! Voflius, in the van of his hof- 

tile army, denies the talents of Callimachus for 
poetry. Scaliger (who is fond of a little fnarling, 
and is too frequently on the wrong fide in matters 
of tafte) affures us, that he adopted the mod: in¬ 
elegant, dark, and inconfiftent phrafes ; Vofllus 

0 

was bit by * Ovid when he formed this remark, and 
the ftri&ure of the Roman poet, whatever attempt 
he made towards its palliation, muft be concluded 
to convey a cenfure for defeat of poetic genius, 
whofe fplendor an induftrious affectation is thus al¬ 
leged to have overfhadowed. 

Among the calumniators of Apollonius is Ra- 
pin f, whofe name is folely applicable to the infe¬ 
rior walks of criticifm. c The ftyle,’ fays he, 6 has 
6 no manner of elevation, or fublimity, the (true- 
* ture of the fable is injudicious, and the poem is 
s extremely flat from the beginning But our au¬ 
thor’s phlegmatic difpofition, to do him juftice, can 
no more than equal the ponderous bulk of critical 

* Ovid’s words are, 

Qnamvis ingenio non valet, arte valet. 

f Propimus Ah, longo fed proximus intervals. 

Virg. iEn. 5. 

. % Biograplu Diftion, Art. Apollonius, vol, I. p. 357- 

dull- 
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dullaefs in his commentator, who has evidently 
condemned the poet in the grofs. General criticifm 
argues little candor, lefs judgement, and a total 
fcaniffiment of tafle; a palpable affront to thofe, 
who have proved their knowlege of an author by 
the praife of beauties, and the intimation of faults. 
General cenfure evinces an incapacity to relifh the 
firft, and a zeal to exaggerate the laft f. But of 
all the critics, who, confiding to memory in their 
relations of anecdotes, communicated by others, 
aflame the air of fcholarflaip at fecond-hand, c Vol- 
4 taire, 5 fays Dr. Harwood, c affirming, that critics 
4 have generally been of opinion, that, in the moft 
4 fplendid part of the iEneid, the Roman poet had 

4 largely borrowed from Apollonius of Rhodes, 5 adds, 
4 it is greatly to be lamented, that we have not the 
4 Argonautica now remaining ; that by inftituting a 
4 collation, we might fee how much the Roman has 
4 been indebted to the Greek poet. 5 This is not 

f Rapin certainly never examined the text of Apollonius j 

be has thought proper to accufe the Catalogue of Argonauts 
cf dullnefs. All Catalogues are fo of courfe, when merely Ca¬ 
talogues ; whether they be thofe of 1 Royal and Noble Au- 
* thor3,’'or of ‘ editions of Clafiics, Greek and Roman,' they 
mull neceffarily be dull. But had Rapin read before he enri¬ 
ched, he would have obferved the Poet's Catalogue to be di- 

O 

verfined by occa/ional delineations of characters and circum- 

fiances, which refle& light upon a fedate fubjeft by the va¬ 
riety of matter, interefting more particularly to a Greek, to 

whofe honor the poem was compofed, A reader lliotild be 
a Grecian, which Rapin was not. 


the 
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the only outrageous blunder into which Voltaire has 
fallen ; indeed, his works are a Babel monument of 
critical, logical, hiftorical, philofophical, and reli¬ 
gious' errata; his talents fliould have been Iefs ex¬ 
panded, to have gained him the reputation of a 
complete writer: he pofleffed fancy, vivacity, and 
force \ and he clothed his reflections in the moft 
brilliant colors of ftyle ; but the negleCted quality 
of judgment occafioned his ‘ egaremens’ in the fe- 
leCtion of fubjeCts,. for which his genius was little 

* 

% 

It may be apprehended, that the foregoing flip 

arofe from a wild recollection, that the Argonau- 

tics, which he had heard, or read to have been 
compofed by the genuine Orpheus, furvived not, 
nor his other works, to modern days ; and he might 
not fufficiently have conftdered, that the Argonau- 
tics of Apollonius were, at the time, the objeCis 
of his comment, 

It is not unpleafant to remark the various expla¬ 
nations, indulged by critics of real erudition to the 
motives for this Grecian voyage. c The golden 
fleece/ fay fome, ( denoted the wealth of Colchcs / 
wealth in earlieft times was certainly compofed of 

flocks, and herds \ and neccflarily fo, from the paf- 
toral life of nations, whcfe fimplicity was yet 

ft ranger 
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ffranger to luxury, ever bartering thofe riches for 
gold ; but we muft not fail to carry in our ideas, 
that this fleece too was of gold. Others talk 5 of 

* golden rivers flowing from mount Caucafus ; that 

c the inhabitants employed Iheep-fkins with the 
c wool to take up gold in its powder ; thence it is 

* afierted, they were called golden fleeces f*’ But 
this conjecture feems neither plaufible, nor ingenious j 

it is inadequate to the purpofe of the Grecian ad¬ 
venturers, which, had it been to have immediately 
enriched themfelves by the gold of Colchos, it may 

be concluded previoufly requifite, that the Colchians 
Ihould have been vanquifhed, and that the Greeks 
fhould have pofleffed themfelves of the kingdom. 

Chemiftry, tranfmutation of the above metal, a 
volume of (beep (kins containing the fecret of fuch 
tranfmutation, and the philofopher’s ftone, are in¬ 
troduced as explanatory of the c golden fleece.’ To 
which, I wonder^ that the free mafon’s fecret has 

not been added. 

In the courfe of the following annotations I have 

fubmitted my opinion on the voyage, and its feveral 
concomitant fcenes, on the bulls with brazen hoofs, 

and the dragon’s feed. It may be in this place ob- 
ferved, that Phrixus, who was brought into Egypt, 

f Thsfe are evident Scs$* ! 

(Col- 
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(Colchos, a part for the whole!) upon the back of 

the ram, which on his arrival he facrificed to Mars* 
came from Greece. The flep-mother I no, from 
whom his After Helle and himfelf fled, was daugh¬ 
ter of Cadmus, a Phoenician; which people were the 

firft failors according to Greek tradition. Thfe 
facrifice of the ram to Mars may allude to the 

warlike difpofition of the Egyptians 3 unlefs, in 
preference, we admit it a compliment to a fimilar 

/pint in his own countrymen \ and an ( ex pod 

c fa&o’ teftimony of martial engagements entered 

into between the two nations, on account of the 
fleece, afligned by Phrixus to -ffietes. Phrixus unit¬ 
ed with the Colchians, by marriage with a daugh¬ 
ter of their fovereign, and there died; the guardi¬ 
an of the fleece was the dragon, a well inown type 
of Egyptian enthufiafm •, the brazen bulls, vomit¬ 
ing flames, may be emblems of the mode of Egyp¬ 
tian worfhip ; the former, not improbably, of the 
altars, or the image of the ox their principal [ani¬ 
mal) deity 3 the latter, of their adorations to the 
fun, or the fire of the altar itfelf. The dragon’s 
teeth, from the feed of which an * harveft of armed 
men ifiued, who were flain almoft in the inftant by 

* Probably the references to agriculture, and rural ima¬ 
gery, as the fleece, the oak upon which it was hung, the (ow¬ 
ing of the feed, and the confequent birth of the warriors, 

may have conformed with Egyptian ideas, originally inducing 
their zvorjhip of the ox* 

Jafon 

A 



[ i6 ] 

Jafon, may imply the myfterious rites of incanta¬ 
tion, abounding in Egypt 5 the prodigious birth of 
the 6 Terrs Filii’ in arms at once leads to that 

idea 5 as the conqueft of them by a Greek conveys 

a compliment from the writer to his native hero. 
The large Jlone caft among the troop, which occa- 

fioned their inflantaneous attack, and flaughter of 
each other, may reprelent the diftraflions, dividing 
the feveral provinces, and defolating, in the end, the 
whole kingdom of Egypt. 

It may not be omitted, that the fuccefsful opera¬ 
tions of Grecian prowefs are refolveable into the 
afSilance of Medea ; and by this, the reference to 
magical arcs is more particularly evinced ; we may 
conclude, that thefe arts were, about that period 
of the Argonautic expedition, firft imported into 
Greece, where they foon conftituted a portion of 
its religious ceremonies f. 


f I have fcmetiraes imagined, that the golden fleece bore 
2. relation to the ihepherd-kings, lately banilhed from Egypt, 
on account of the wealth which they poffetfed. Their jirfl re¬ 
turn into their native country may feera to have been exem¬ 
plified in the perfon of Phrixus. The prefent difienfions of 

the Egyptian provinces may have been fomented by fucceed- 
ing invafions of that fa&ion, from the romantic origin attri¬ 
buted to the Hijisiy of the Ram . 


O B S E R. 
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0 N TH E 

CONDUCT OF APOLLONIUS 

4 

% 

* 

IN THE 

HISTORICAL PLAN of his POEM- 

H OW weak are the barriers of reafon, to with- 
ftand the torrent of paffion! furelyif the union 
of any qualities may be efteemed confiftent, it is that 

of fuperior talents with ingenuous principles ! yet 
how ufually is one fyftem intentionally built upon the 
deftruCtion of others, eftablifhed in the world of 
learning i contracted idea, on which the orator exalts 
his ftandard of eloquence, the legiflator frames his 
plan of jurifprudence, the flatefman, his politics, 
and the ftudent, his erudition ! happy, if they dif¬ 
fered from a fpirit to improve, and bore teftimony 
to merit with alacrity, while errors were marked 
with reluctance ! 


C 


Among 
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Among the crowd of writers, the critic is the 
moft forward to exhibit this depraved triumph of 
humanity; allufion is made to thofe alone, whofe 
acknowleged faculties protect them from contempt 5 
for reflections were needlefs upon the fubordinate 
clafs, who employ cavil for controverfy, evafion 
for argument, and witticifm, for humor. 

One of the felf- exalted cenfors, who from hurry 
of predilection for oriental, has attempted the moft 
humiliating degradation of weftern learning by ex- 

aggerated rebukes of poets, and hiftorians, has 
thrown down his gauntlet to thofe who prefume to 
admire a Angle relator of the Argonautic voyage. 
In this promifcuous oppofition he muft be concluded 
to have primarily glanced at thofe, who have en¬ 
lightened their accounts at the fhrine of the Mufes j 
for the hiftorians, who treat the fubject of our pre- 
fent comment, boaft a much later period of exis¬ 
tence. It feems, that c the events of the expedi- 

* tion are fo numerous, and the countries, through 
c which its adventurers paffed, fo diftant, and vari- 
c ous, that it could never have been performed dur- 

* ing the lives of one generation J/ 

As 

X Richardfon’s DifTertation upon Pattern Languages. 

* Three generations,' according to Herodotus, * make one 

* hundred years,' Is this the fort of generation alluded to by 

the 
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As far as my author is interefted in a defence 
againft this calumny; I efteem myfelf obliged to 
undertake the reconcilement of an oppofite, at lead 
to obviate the opinion above adopted. 

And here I would wifli to enquire, whether more 
fatal inconfiftencies check not ufually the progrefs 
of criticifm from an adherence to the letter, thaa 
from a liberal examination into the fpirit of an au- 
thor. Poetry in all ages and nations has been, or 
ought to be, if confidered in its more full extent, 
fubfervient to hiftoric purpofes. Such conftru&ion 
is certainly due to the poetical remains of Greece ! 

tradition is obfervably the ground-work of many 
epifodes, and occafional digreffions, interfperfed 
throughout this work of Apollonius, 

The Argonauts reprefent Greece; whofe fami¬ 
liar ufage appropriated the names of individuals 
fuppofed to have exifted at one, to as many armies, 
engaged in feparate battles at different periods. This 
original impreffion muft be affixed upon a critic, be¬ 
fore he is found competent to a more fortunate dif- 
cuflion of his author. 

the 1 Wifeman of the Eaft ?* In thirty-three years many diffi¬ 
culties may be overcome, and many great achievements per¬ 
formed. 

C 2 Apol- 
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Apollonius may indeed be concluded to have pre¬ 
fared his readers for fuch ingenuous treatment of 
his performance ; not to omit the defcription of the 
departure of Hercules from the Argonauts, his feve- 
ral acis of prowefs, his travels into, and his fettle- 
ment of countries upon the continent of Africa , till 
the warriors rejoined him there ; thefe circumftances 
cannot be admitted as the works of one individual, 
or as the events of one period. Propriety revolts 
from the idea. The truth feems to be, that the 
lefs attentive critic precludes himfelf from an en¬ 
larged difquifition of the writer’s defign ; (truck by 
the elegant fimplicity, in which the fa£b recorded 
are conveyed, he cannot prevail upon himfelf to 
imagine, that c more is meant, than meets the eye;’ 
for having (I fpeak of eajlem criticifm !) been early 
pradtifed in fcenes pictured by excefs of imagina¬ 
tion ; a loye-fick wanderer in bowers of eternal 
rofes, unfolded to a luxuriancy of fweets, unknown 
perhaps but in the poetry of the climate, he experts 
in every author an unbounded expanfion of defcriptive 
powers, even where the mufe indulges her more 
eafy flights.—In the account given of Hercules 
by Apollonius allufion is intended to hiftorical 
reprefentauon. In the very year of the Argonautic 

expedition, Sir Ifaac Newton aflerts Hercules to 

have delivered Prometheus from mount Caucafus. 

Some 
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Some few years before the Argonautic expedition^ 
(only feven by the above chronologer) c Euryftheus 
‘ reigned at Mycenae ;* from which region Her¬ 
cules is fabled to have been commiffioned upon his 
labors \ his exploits therefore may reafonably be 
adjudged to that period, which Apollonius has fixed 
for apart. Of thofe labors, more generally attri¬ 
buted to his prowefs, his very appearance in Africa 
evinces a more recent performance of one, the /laugh¬ 
ter of the lion, whofe hide he is reprefented by the 
Hefperides to have borne upon his /houlders,*—Por¬ 
traits are not lefs delineated by the pencil of truth, 
becaufe a painter has only /ketched their outlines; 
when I read Apollonius, I carry my attention to 
hiftory, but eftimate his performance, as the pro¬ 
duction of a Greek; who in conformity with his 

religious perfuafion fills up his piece with the more 
than hydra-growth of local deities, of dryads, hama¬ 
dryads, fauns, and fatyrs, prefiding over the Gre¬ 
cian groves, rivers, and gardens, their villas, and 
their hearths; more than hydra-growth, for they 
never lopped off a fingle head of a deity, but were 
continually fupplying more handy godlings, which 
they pulled out, like popi/h fucceflors, from their 
fide-pockets ; pocket-pi/lols, as termed by a 

i og friend, 


Alle- 
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Allegory was the drefs of Ealtern language, and 
poetry was the language itfelf $ the weftern compo- 
fitions (if candor be our guide, and information 
our object), gave not a loofe to the bewitching 
charms of imagination. Imagination they certainly 
poffeffed; but its genius was more foberly exercifed 
to the ornament of thofe national prejudices, too 
deeply rooted ever to be fliaken from their bofoms. 
The primitive violators of fcriptural communications, 
admitting thofe accounts merely to pervert their re¬ 
cords, and efface their principles, and panting to 

♦ 

enflave the fouls, as they had already enflaved the 
bodies of thofe, to whofe faithful obfervance they 
had divinely been enjoined ; thefe were the wet- 
nurfes of Grecian devotees ! many degrees indeed re¬ 
moved horn the abominations of their nurfery, which 
had foured the milk of reafon by the poifonous nou- 
rifhment of profane abufe! fuch is the derivation of 
the Grecian religion! their hiftory may be deduced 
from a fource not altogether diftant. c The flight of 
many Phoenicians, and Syrians, from Zidon, and from 
the arms of David/ occafioned their fettlements in 
various parts. Thefe men brought their hillories, 
where they fettled ; and thefe hillories, added to the 
neceiSty of perpetual attention to guard eftablifh- 
ments fo precarioufly made, preferved a fpirit of 


mar- 
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martial ardor, by which the infancy of every profane 
government has! been diftinguifted, They came ori¬ 
ginally c from the Red-Sea, and prefently under- 
‘ took long voyages/ In procefs of time they came 
into Greece ; hence arifes the more complete fplen- 
dor of the Colchian facrifices, and the more folemn 
myftery of magical celebrations, unknown to the 
Argonauts in their paflage to the court of jEetes I 
The c Di majorum gentium/‘ are defcribed by the 
chronologer laft quoted, to have received admiflion 
from Egypt into Greece, only twenty-feven years 
previous to the Argonautic expedition ; which fail 
hiftorically confirms the more fimple uniformity of 
Grecian enthufiafm, when compared with the very 
multifarious and complicated obje&s of Egyptian 
idolatry. As to the rites of incantation pra&ifed by 
the latter, we may not unreafonably conclude them, 
from the nature and objeft of their inftitution, to 
have been facrifices to the Di Inferi, exaggerated 
by all the mummery and mutter, which evinced the 
parent, whence they fprang. 

Virgil, in his defcription of the magical rites pur- 

fued by Dido, the poetical dependent of Medea, in 

the fourth iEneid, rites certainly abhorred more fire- 

* * 

nuoufly among the Romans, prefaces them with a cir- 
cumfpeftion experienced in Apollonius’s clofeof them, 

.C + « Pan- 
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• Pandere res a!ta terra, et caligine merfas j* 

and as we are inftru&ed by the former, that thofe 
rules were detefled in Rome, we may underftand 
from the latter, that they were unknown in Greece 
at the time of the Argonautic expedition. The 
poets alike coincide in their horror of the punifh- 
ment infli&ed by the menace of the prieftefs on 
thofe, who attempted to pry behind the myiterious 
curtain ; a menace, which effectually tended to 
maintain them in their original obfeurity. 

For the poetical probability, that the river Halys 
might have been reached on the third day after 

w 

their embarking from Colchos, attention may be 
afforded to the dire&ions of Phineus, commencing 
v. 364, of the fecond book, and the consequent 
voyage of the Argonauts; the reality of the fad is 

beft afeertained from geographical accuracy, as far 

as it extended in the times of Apollonius *, it is an 
allov/ancedue to, as confiftentwith, ancient poetical 
deferipfion to refolve the (late of fciences and ge¬ 
neral knowlege, however defigned to represent 
the days , of which a compofition particularly treats, 
into the days of its author ; for geography muft 
have been exceedingly limited, when navigation 

amongft 
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& 

amongft the Greeks was merely coafting, and 
even the dominions of Egypt were but faintly 

known, 

* 

Whatever therefore might have been the boafted 
acquifitions of earlier ftates, even to the aftronomicat 
eminence, and general talents of the venerable Chal¬ 
deans, they muft have been wholly uninterefting to 
Greece, and its adventurers. Some traces of mari¬ 
time knowiege might have been obtained through 
the mixed information of occafional emigrants from 
foreign countries; but furely a kingdom, whofe 
ideas have been formed, and whofe motions regu¬ 
lated merely by the informations of voyagers to their 
coafts, mud neceflarily have received its communi¬ 
cations in a partial, and infufficient light ! unhappy 
moderns are well convinced, that credulity is thrown 
away upon the oftentatious impertinence of travel¬ 
lers, rendered (till more impertinent, if the public 

are reduced to feed upon their relations, digejled 

* 

by thofe who are unqualified for the talk; we 
are convinced of the pretenfions to knowiege 
ufurped by fuch adventurers, but we are not fo 
well perfuaded that they actually pojfefi it. 

When we refleft upon the eminence imputed to 
the Chaldeans in that leading principle of naviga¬ 
tion, 



* 
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tion, aftronomy, juftice requires us to conclude 

them to have been little more than aftrologers. Aftro- 
nouiy is a fcience upon a larger and more definitive 
fcale $ it was at belt fomething fliort of erroneous 
conje&ure till the days of Copernicus, the ftem of the 
aftronomical tree ; our Newton afcertained its divided 
branches, Chaldean inefficiency is deducible, on a 
clofe infpecticn, from an authority, which I cannot 

afFefledly undervalue, that fuperior one of the facred 
writings : Chaldean knowledge in this point feems 
to have gratified a devotional view. The Chaldees 
were a nation of magicians, affuming the power of 
prognofticating events by confultation with the 
ffars; one of the more chara&eriftic delufions of 

idolatrous pra£tices. To carry our ideas into Greece, 
we may there obferve the augurs fagacioufiy peering 
the flight of birds, and infpe&ing the entrails of 
beafts 5 we may obferve the profufion of omens, por¬ 
tents, and prodigies, with every religious abfurdity 

in vogue, borrowed by diflimulation for the fupply of 
intereft: thefe may operate as direft proofs of heathen 

_ 9 

lineage, and that lineage, whofe parent could have 
been only cunning ; for the Father of Wifdom had 
been from the firft forfaken. 

The practicability of the courfe above mentioned, 
from the river of Colchos to that of HaJys, mull 

necef- 
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neceflarily be fixed from the time of 'Apollo¬ 
nius, not that afcribed to the Argonautic adven¬ 
ture. At a period, in which the fail, and the 
oar were alternately ufed, it is impoffible to coliedfc 
fuch pradlicability. Extraordinary voyages have been 
authenticated, in an open boat, and of a mo¬ 
dern date, when /hips of war, and merchandize to 
a very confiderable extent and burden, have been 

ufually employed; but who would prefume to de- 
fcribe the (late of a kingdom, with refpedt to naval 
eonfequence , from thefe accidental, or rather (to 
fpeak properly) providential events ? where an ad- 
verfe breath of wind, or the unfriendly fwell of a 
furge had infured deftruflion to the crew. In thefe 
earlieft times of Greece, the very defcription of the 
Argo muft evince an imperfedt ftate of navigation; 
every rock feems to have mounted into a miracle, 
and every tide to have conftituted a whirlpool ; 
fuperftition indeed muft be placed to the account, 

for perils were deftined to be magnified, that fome 
god might be worthily employed to refcue. When 
Apollonius lived, thefe horrors muft have been re¬ 
conciled by repeated experience \ and things mull 
have appeared more diredlly as they were $ naviga¬ 
tion, from the neceffity of its encouragement , had 

been confiderably improved, and a regular eftablifh- 

ment 



f 28 J 

ment of veffels was then efteemed an effential ap¬ 
pendage to the welfare of a nation. 

If we trace the genius of idolatry to its original 
principles, we fhall remark thofe principles to 

have arifen from paffion, riveted by obftinacy of op- 
pofition. To maintain its eftabliflunent, a fplendid 
variety of fantaftic imaginations was hung out, as 
decoys to entrap fuperftition. The Egyptians had 
peculiar intercourfe with a people, obvioufly 

di/Hnguifhed by the bleflings of divine communi¬ 
cations hut they c hardened their hearts’ againft 
convi&ion ; when thefe y or their dependents, emi¬ 
grated into Greece, they imported thither thefe com - 
munlcationSy to which they had been repeatedly 
witneffes, preserved in a traditionary fine, abufed 
however to their own profaner purpofes. The 
Greeks, who owed this perverted knowlege to the 
Egyptians, erred but in a fecondary view. The 
Tight , of which the latter ought to have availed 
himfelf, indulged not its High ter rejleftion upon 
the-minds of the former 5 and how indeed was it 
probable, that this light could have penetrated the 
intervening body of Egyptian darknefs ? truth will 
convince, but then alone, when fuffered to be fairly 
examined.—-Repeated difturbances a< 9 uating politi¬ 
cal bodies have been highly inftrumental to the fet- 

tlement 
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dement of iflands, and continents remote from the 
fcenes of thofe difturbances, and perhaps little, if 
at all, known to the inhabitants of the kingdoms, 
where fuch difturbances had arifen. Accident, 
according to the heathen idea, has compafled, 
what d efign could never have effe&ed, I readily 
agree with our Orientals, before intimated, that 
feveral internal cuftoms of the Eaft, perhaps how¬ 
ever, If deduced from authorities truly hiftori- 
cal, not of very ancient date, affimilate to the mo¬ 
dern legiflation, and more domeftic practices of Ger¬ 
many. Tacitus, the fafhionable, and authentic ap¬ 
peal in political concerns, will duly inftruft us in 
the latter . Germany is the parent, from which 
fprang many ceremonies, and inllitutions even now 

eihbJiihed in England. But may it not be obferved, 

upon clofer examination, that the copies of eaftern 
manners, and principles fubfifting in f the German 
ftate are deducible from a congenial fpirit of fuper- 
Jlitious extravagance ? the 4 immanes Longobar- 
c dorum leges* were tranforipts of northern barba¬ 
rity ; the fwarms of thefe bufy hives were compofed 
of heterogeneous mixtures ; among the?n it may be 
prefumed, that adventurers from the eaffern parts 
were not wanting j they who thus invaded, and 

f Amongft other indances, the trial by ordeal, and the 
feudal fylieni may be urged. 


fettled 
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fettled themfelves in Germany , introduced that va¬ 
rious confulion of ufages, which marked the cha- 
ra&erof her earlier days, and fupplied, in procefs of 
civilization, the rich abundance of language, received 
from the continent into our own ijland, and which 
adapts its writings, in point of elegance and fignifi- 

cance, to mulrifarious fubjedts. The Englijh may 
indeed be conftrued an epitome of alraoft all the 
languages admitted to European cultivation. It has 
improved in refinement by the force of native genius, 

fcarcely plucking an additional feather from the plum¬ 
age of thofe continental birds, whofe notes occafional 
intercourfe hath enabled it to attend, but c not to be 
charmed unwifely/ Happy, if while confcious 
dignity preferved our national tongue, faftidious imi¬ 
tation corrupted not our manners! 

But what may be adduced in fupport of the ori¬ 
ginal caufe of refemblance between ancient Egypt, 
and modern Mexico ? Refemblance in a cafe more 
peculiaily chara&eriftic ? A large traft of Weftern 
continent, the moft diflant traces of whofe features 
were unknown in periods far more recent than the 
hour of Egyptian glory, has been experienced to 
abound in hieroglyphics. Such, we are acquainted 
the Spanifii hiftorians, was the allegation of their 
countrymen, who had adventured thither to reform 

and 
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and impoverifh the natives ! our own Mofaic hifto- 
riographer, the author of ‘ Divine Legation,' ac¬ 
cedes to the opinion ; an elegant Northern writer 
farther confirms it \ this pen, nrioufly figuring in 
the hiftoric walk, we muft however when the Arne - 
mwhiftory is confidered, allow, that partiality has 
influenced to the fide of Spanilh authority j whilfta 

very inferior tale-bearer of the fame country has in 

turn adopted the interefted prattle of a French cabi¬ 
net \ as if Scottifli authors united with the houfe of 
Bourbon, in favor of fanguinary oppreflion on the 
one hand, and of injuftice to patriotic chara&er on 
the other! 

I recolleft not that any ancient nation, except 
Egypt, is recorded for thefe /acred vagaries of im- 
preflion ; that they were adapted to religious ufes 

the very name implies. How came they at Mexico, 
may be repeatedly queftioned, and remain as repeat-* 
edly unanfwered. The Mexicans were obferved, in 
a quotation already fubmitted ,fubfequently to the clofe 
of the foregoing verfion, and from the authority of 
an f intelligent Spanifh writer, to have culti¬ 
vated the religious principles of ancient heathen- 
ifm. Hieroglyphics were praftifed in Mexico, and 



t De Solis, 
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in no other kingdom, except Egypt, (it may be con¬ 
cluded) whoje religion was founded upon the old 

Heathen fyftem. Perhaps other Heathen na¬ 
tions may have poflefied certain fymbols and cha¬ 
racters, not dire&lv hieroglyphical, yet fubfervient 
to fimilar purpofes; though we'may be little verfed 
in the particular mode, which they adopted in fuch 
reprefentations. 


It may admit a queflion, whether there be not 
fome affinity to hieroglyphical myfteries (Egypt was 
the very abomination of myfteries) in the painted 
bodies of our native Pi&s, thence fo denominated; 
for the cuftotn of painted figures, drawn upon the 
bodies of this people, particularly when they were 
proceeding upon fome martial enterprize, might 
have been in fa& derived from the influence of 


their priefts, added to their own barbarous ideas of 
rendering their perfons more formidable to an enemy; 

their extreme fubmifiion to prieftly defpotifm juftifies 
the firft fentiment; they were more than galley-flaves 
to their druidical tyrants; thofe rdiqnesof ancienthypo- 


crites, \ybofe religion v/as fraud,and darknefsj itjelf no 

lefsa relique of the myfteriousEleufinian ceremonies. 


The ancient Greeks, and their apes the Romans, 
bad figures, landfcapes, and a variety of devices, 

works 
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works of laborious ingenuity, engraved, or carved 
upon the (hields of their heroes ; the poor PiCts 
were not worth the fliield, but they made wild 
amends for the defeCt by fubmitting their bodies to 
the dawbing hands of their aukward artificers. 

Before the fubjeCt of hieroglyphics is difmifled, 
may I beg leave to obferve, that a greater infight 
muft be had into the hiftory of Egyptian religion, 

ere their real origin can be effectually afcertained ? 

% 

if we accept the word in its Grecian form, we can 
only refer it, and refer it we may on a literal con- 
ftruftion, to the ‘ graven images’ which the Is¬ 
raelites, through the probability of their receiving in¬ 
fection from the grofs idolatry of the Egyptians, were 
inftructed, from the injunction of their worfhip to 
one God, immediately to avoid. A graven image may 
feem to exprefs generally, in the Hate of the world 
at that period , an image, on which fymbolical fi¬ 
gures were reprefented ; the image itfelf, we may 
reflect, was forbidden by divine command ; a more 
confiderable oppofition to that command was evi¬ 
dently purfued by the Egyptians in their fubordinate 
practifes of enthufiafm. They worfhiped, it is well 

known, every animate exiftence ; it was a fami¬ 
liar gradation in their idolatrous fyftem to conceive 
the idea of fixing to their images, exhibiting the 

D human 
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human frame, the figures of thefe animals. It may 
fcem, however, from their being found upon a fpot, 
fo little likely to receive exportations from the very 

diftant dominions of Egypt, that thofe, produced 
at Mexico were, if any, very flight imitations of 
Egyptian eminence in the hieroglyphic branch. 

The volume of 4 Divine Legation*, difcufling the 

fpecific nature, and qualities of Egyptian hierogly¬ 
phics, fupplies us with fpecimens of charaders, 

whereby the alleged copies of Mexican- induftry are 
attempted to be defcribed. 

Thefe Mexican pidures are fuppofed by the au¬ 
thor of the above 4 laborious compilation’ to imply 
the charaders of their writings ; I agree in the con- 
clufion, but cannot conftrue from thence their 
finularity with thofe of Egypt, which conftitute 
the hieroglyphic form. Perhaps this Mexican bufi- 

nefs may have comprized the original difpofition 
of traditionary records, couched in myfterious fea¬ 
tures, more effedually to conceal them from vulgar 
explanation. By this idea, though not fo imme¬ 
diately arguing a devotional fource, it is not intended 
to bani{h the priefts, to whofe artifices the Egypti¬ 
ans owed their facr.d charaders ; for why may not 
the Mexican records, like thofe of other heathen 
eftabliflmicnts, be fuppofed to have been collected, 

if 



[ 35 3 

if not fometimes compofed by priejlhood P that dra¬ 
gon, eternal guard over the bitter fruit of fuperfti- 

tion ! 

Perhaps, though no traces are pointed in our 
abundant hiftories, the druids of our own ifland, def* 
troyed on account of their cruelties, and abomina¬ 
tions, poflelfed their hieroglyphics . Thefe prieils 

presided over a religion involved in the midnight of 

Egyptian myftery $ their temples were the lion’s 
den to every prying obferver, uninitiated in their 
ceremonies; his curiofity was indulged at the ex¬ 
pence of his life. The Mexican paintings were pro¬ 
bably preferved by the original fettlers, who either 

imported, or brought with them the knowlege of 
thofe charaflers ; the Britifh druids either annihi¬ 
lated their own , or their murderers permitted not a 
remnant to fubfift. Attend we to the paintings, 

which the fans of Egypt Hill (without , it way be 

imagined, any material change !) continue in their 

mummies . Upon thefe burlefques of dead carcafes 

every grotefque reprefentation is difplayed in glaring 
extravagance. If the painter (fuch as he is !) took 
more pains to throw fomewhat of nature into the 
countenance, a common fpe&ator might polHbly be 

induced to converfe with thefe mummies, as with 
envoys from foreign parts j a fecretary of Hate might 

D 2 find 
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find fuch more agreeable, as lefs obnoxious perfo - 
nagesi with whom officially to tranfaCt political 
bufinefs ! 

Upon the whole, as no immediate diftinCtion 
feems to have been placed by the infpired hiftorian 
of the Hebrews to characterize hieroglyphical re- 
prefentations, except the graven images, it may 
be efteemed reconcileable to allege the foregoing 
conftruction. Learned enquiry may have been too 
zealous in attempts to eltablifh the antiquity of 
hieroglyphics. Opinions warmly adopted a&ually 
produce fyftem; where fyftem begins, criticifm is 
too readily warped from the purpofe, which alone 
it was conftituted to purfue $ the detection of error, 
and the difplay of truth. 

Though the Greeks avowedly drew the outlines 
of their religion from Egyptian idolatry, they ex- • 
tended not the draught to its almoft infinite abfur- 
dities in the practice of animal worfliip. The hu¬ 
man form, and human manners, with the black 

catalogue of human vices, and criminalities of all 
forts, ftamped with more inveterate characters, were, 
to the difgrace of moral conduCt and of piety, pri-, 
manly affixed to objefts of their devotional regard. 
Even Priapus, of libidinous memory, was not per¬ 
mitted 
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mitted peaceably to continue in his Epicurean ftate 
of Iog-fhip (Truncus ficulnus, inutile lignum !) 
but was ordered to his pedeftal by the fummons of 
witchcraft, for the terror of modefty, and the alarm 
of birds. All were in Ihort humanized, except 
honeft Terminus, who was of more real emolu¬ 
ment to mankind, than the whole mafs, by remain¬ 
ing in his folid condition of ftupidity, a guide to 

♦ 

the traveler, and an arbiter of property. 

The Greek modes, or fubje&s of devotion, in 
many refpe&s affimilated to the heaven, in which 
their deities were placed, namely, the mountain of 
Olympus, contrafted with the more violent and 
aggravated fuperftitions of Egypt, which may 
find their counterpart in the troubled flames of 
-/Etna. * A vnloiq o OAu^ 7 Toq (fays Maximus Ty- 
rius) ezMoT, ovz oftotov too ' r AiTVulw y aXK 
s iPTjVtKoy, (TV ft [tty ov f. c The mountain Olym¬ 
pus, fituated in Lycia, emits fire, not refembling 
that of ./Etna, but peaceable and compofed.’ 


This particular appearance of mount Olympus 
may account for its eftimation with Grecian devo¬ 
tees. Fire, among the Egyptians, was deprecated 


f Maxim. Tyri Diflert. viii. p. 87# Ed. Davif. & Markland. 
!/md, 4to, 17^0. 
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as often as adored, being a prefumed emanation 
from their principal deity the fun ; the heat occa*- 
fioned by that deity was frequently almoft infup- 
portable, and occafioned, by exceffive droughts, pub¬ 
lic calamities in peftilences and famine, with dif- 
tempers of fevereft confequences to individuals : 
indeed, the whole Egyptian fyftem formed its bafis 
more largely upon the deprecation of evils, than upon 
tbankfulnefs for bleflings. The facrifices of the 
Greeks, in which, where concluded to have been 
favourably received, the fire was clear and lambent, 
were, in this inftance, congenial with the foregoing 
condition of Olympus ; add to which, that fire, 
unconneded with tempeft or obfeurity, was a prog- 
nofticator among the Greeks of fortunate events. 
Thefe cirsumftances created a fort of cheerfulnefs in 
their religion , which the Egyptians rarely admitted ; 
the charaSeriftic of the latter enthufiafm, like the 
difpofitions of the people themfelves, was fullen 
myftery, and gloomy horror. 

If we are prohibited to infped the poetry of 
Greece in our refearches after truth, fhall we refer 
our inquiries to their hiftorians ? Truth may feem, 
in the modern opinion of thofe, who thus banifh us 
from the region of the Mufes, to be ‘ aut hie, aut 
jiufquam,’ We may begin with Herodotus, the 

boafted 
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boafted father of Grecian Hiftory. It has already- 
been intimated from what fource that writer has 
deduced his authorities, and the fource is certainly 
corrupt. I know not whether himfeif, or his 
admirers, prefixed to every one of his books the 
name of a Mufe : perhaps, however, from this 
flattering diftin&ion, rather than from even the ele¬ 
gant flow of his language, he may have been fo 
richly regarded by modern tafte ! The introduction 

9 

of the Mufes, as patronefles of hiftorical compofi- 
tion, feems to glance at an idea of poetical emi¬ 
nence. At no rate can we generally compliment 
Herodotus, though his antiquity merit reverence, 
with the name of impartial, accurate, and credible 
hiftorian ; an intelligent reader may collect more 
matter from Ovid’s Metamorphofes, on which to 
ground reality, than from many pages of Herodotus; 
fo that the Mufes fmiling over his compofition 
may allude to the facrifices repeatedly made by the 
hiftorian to fable, and imagination.—Selection of 
authorities conftitutes the charafler of an hiftorian ; 
where he prefumes invention, he ceafes to claim the 
character, but dwindles into an impoftor, who baits 

his pen with fallacy to catch credulity ; he (hould 
he treated as a goflip at the beft. Elaborate com¬ 
ments of an hiftorian upon fails, either needing no 
explanation, or wrefted to an opinion, prove, to 

D 4 fpeak 
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Ipeak no worfe, the mifemployment of a writer’s, 
as they tend infallibly to the wafte of his reader’s 
time. 

•» 

Thucydides and Xenophon may be more effen- 
tially relied upon, as eye-witneffes of various 

events, which they record ; the one in the ftyle 

% 

of harmony, the other in the fpirit of majefty. 
In thofe points, wherein they acquaint us with 
tranfaftions, teftifying the honor of their native 
country at large, or of thofe diftri£ts, which have 
furnifhed their education, or given encouragement 
to their refidence, allowance muft be indulged 
to the influence of prejudice; an influence to 
which happier mortals, formed in the pureft mold 
of nature, are experienced to refign their judge¬ 
ments. 

Egyptian priefts were by far the moll fufpicious 
guides, which Herodotus could have pofiibly adopt¬ 
ed. Their religion, their vanity, their fame (fuch 
as it was !) interefted their deception. But who 
were his authorities for fuch exaggerated reprefen- 
tion of the Perfian forces, in their feveral arma¬ 
ments againft Greece ? the religion, the vanity, and 

the fame of his native country. Thefe were fami¬ 
liarly produftive of fallacious records $ for records 

are 
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are in all countries too ufually biaffed by paflion, 
and paflion is altnoft another name for error. Ad¬ 
mitting every follovjer of a Perfian emperor to bat¬ 
tle, who attends from a principle of parade on 
the fovereign’s, or of curiofity, cuftom, or 
plunder on the fubjefl’s part, we can fcarcely recon¬ 
cile their introdu&ion into the calculation of the 
numbers,-* poured forth by a Xerxes againft a hand¬ 
ful of Greeks. But truth is not to be expe£ted, 
where it is the intereft of a nation to conceal it! 
and it may be wifhed, that returns of dead and 
wounded, no lefs than enumerations of armies op- 
pofing, and oppofed, were not to this hour rarely 
calculated with precifion j a viflory is too ufually 
enhanced by the multiplication of an enemy’s force, 
and a deteat rendered lefs difgraceful by a diminu¬ 
tion of our own> aftually brought into the field. 
Many circumftances have certainly been delivered 
by Herodotus, which bear no marks of inherent 
inconfiftency, or which muft rather be acknow- 
leged to have the appearance of genuine truth ; 
he would otherwife have been long ftnce reprobated : 
fhall thefe records be invalidated, becaufe others 
are erroneoufty, and injudicioufly reprefented ? A 
wifh to undervalue merit is too contra&ed to be in¬ 
dulged ; a writer of hiftory is neceflarily required to 
adhere to truth , fhall that truth, though perhaps 

feme, 
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feyere, be treated as the calumny of a critic upon his 

performance ? 

The names of * Quintilian, Juvenal, and Pliny, 
produced by the author, who has given rife in fome 
meafure to the prefent eflay, are, in their refpec- 
tive eminences, facred to modern criticifm; yet 
too confiderable a weight may not be allowed to 
their evidence; it is well known, that the Greek 
language was pradifed, little as it was fo at Rome 
in the days of Juvenal, only. to its derogation ; 
mixed occafionally in Roman compofitions, we can 
trace very faint remains of its excellence , when the 
arms, and the arts of Greece, were eftabliflied 
throughout the world. Of Quintilian I vvilh only to 
aflert, that his directory to the orator contains ex¬ 


cellent rules, but that I am convinced of their inef¬ 
ficiency to confiitute perfect eloquence ; eloquence, 
which confifts in a very fortunate union cf vari¬ 
ous abilities, defying, rather than receiving direc¬ 
tions from, rules of art. Quintilian took a larger 
compafs than his inveftigation of the oratorical 
bufinefs required. He enters into the talents, the 
adive 'qualities, and the whole chara&er of his 
pra&ifer of eloquence, fo far from limiting his 
enquiries to the frigid regularity of technical 


* Mr. Ricbardfcr/s DLTertation, part ii. p. 293- ed. 2. 
chap, vi* 


con- 



1 


i 43 ] 

conduit. The letter of oratory is comprehen- 
fively difplayed, but the fpirlt may be adjudged to 
have evaporated into the general fyftem of man* 
The heart is his more liberal, and extenfive en¬ 
quiry ; the orator is engaged as it were through 
a fide-wind ; he is a part only of the fpecies. 
Quintilian difcuffes the fuperiority of domeftic, or 
of public education *, this difcuflion includes the 
orator; and the queftion on a reference to the 
orator's interefl in the argument is clearly refolvibie 
into the latter . It gives him, what every orator 
mu ft poffefs,—confidence. 

Quintilian ftudied mankind from the clofet; an 
error of a larger fize, as liable to a continued de¬ 
viation from the great line of truth: moral cha¬ 
racter has too fmall bias upon literary reputation. 
The criticifms of Ariftotle are more confined ; a 
critic, if he errs, Ihould err from libera! princi¬ 
ples ; peremptory fubmiflion to fyftematic orthodoxy 
fetters imagination ; I with no writer to be lawlefs; 
but judgement will prune luxuriant branches, with¬ 
out the fmallefl: hazard of endangering a fingle 
Parnafiian fhrub. Judgement follows the exercife of 
underftanding ; and underftanding he mull pofiefs, 
who is able to compofe. The remarks of Ariftotle, 
principally in the poetical branch, allude to the 

heroic 
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heroic, and to the drama. Pliny exifted nearly in 
the days of Quintilian j his authority is therefore 
to be fixed upon the fame foundation with that of 
Quintilian ; Pliny was not a very accurate, though 
a very various critic. 

Such the triumvirate, on whofe fentiments our 
Eaftern writer has built his depreciation of Greece! 
but what were the foundations of this cer.fure ? they 
may beft be colleded from the motives, which in¬ 
fluenced Juvenal’s 

‘ Quicquid Gra?cia mendax 
• Audet in hiftoria,* 

This character of Grecian hiftory may be con¬ 
cluded to have arifen from envy, or, more foftly 
fpeaking, from a difguft, that the Greek learning, 
language, and manners, Ihould have been adopted 
by the Romans, in preference to their own. The 
people were plunged into Epicurifm, which profeffed 
abhorrence of that active fpirit, of thofe wonderful 
events, and of that dedudion of human condud 
from celeftial interpofition, which marked the rela¬ 
tions of Greece. That the poetic Aides of the 
latter was vilified in the efteem of this voluptuous 
fed appears from the following ftrain, coinciding 
with its original principles y 
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« E(Te aliquos manes, & fubterranea regna, 

‘ Et Contum *, & Stygio ranas in gurgite nigra*,' 

* Atque una tranlire vadum tot raillia Cymba, 

‘ Nec pueri credunt ; nifi qui nondum ASre lavantur.* 

Juven. Sat. ii. v. 149, 


The truth is, that the times were debated, and men 
had varied their taftes accordingly; where a gene* 

* The common editions read 1 Pontumbut to what can 
« Pontus’ be reafonably conftrued to refer ? Contus alludes to 
the ftaff, or pole, with which Charon is fabled to have fhoved. 
the old boat over the Styx. The * ranas,’ frogs, fuppofed to 
have abounded in that river , may feem to have been borrow¬ 
ed from Ariftophanes’s comic representation of fuch abund¬ 
ance therein *, but furely Juvenal could not have imagined it 
the real opinion of that buriefque writer t however, I know 
not whence he could othervvife have obtained his intelligence. 
To the poet’s difbelief, fo ferioujly urged, that many thoufands 
could have pafled over the Styx in a fingle boat, an anfwer 
adequate to, and of a ftyle with the obje&ion may be per¬ 
mitted ; Juvenal fliould have refle&ed, that the paflengers 
were merely (hades, and (hades take up no room. After all, 
however, we no where'read it as a deliberate opinion, that a 
ihoufand were ferried over together. 

« Tali haud gemuit fub pondere Cymba 

« Sutilis.’ Virg. Ain. 1 . vi. apud inferos. 

1 JE s’ in the laft line above quoted refers to the public baths, 
in which youths were by cuftom dire&ed to bathe 5 and then 
were ranked amongft the 1 grown gentlemen’ of the Roman 
world. It may jocularly be underftood by the allufion to 
* brafs,’ that they from this bathing were brazened for inter, 
com fe with mankind. 

ral 
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ral corruption of the moral fyftem prevails, fplen- 

did elegance of reflection, and purity of ftyle al- 

moft familiarly fubfide. Quintilian’s, no lefs than 
Pliny’s excellent productions, may be urged again ft 
the claffical propriety of this remark. Thefe are 
the brighteft conftellations of that clouded hemi- 

fpbere ; they are almoft the only ones who indulged 
their luflre to a degenerate age. 

It has been furmifed, that the outlines of Grecian 
hiftory may be collected from the poetical works of 
that country; the outlines only j for the officious 
interpolation of fable prevents a regular purfuit of 
hiftorical inveftigation. I would fpeak particu¬ 
larly to my author. The work of Apollonius 
could not have been altogether fictitious, FiCtion 
amongft the earlier Grecian poets was fubfervient 
to more enlarged purpofes ; more determinate mean¬ 
ing lay concealed. The geography of the countries 
vifited by the Argonauts is minutely ascertained ; 

be it permitted to any modern examiner to impute 
error £0 his Mufe ! many pens may be engaged in 
her defence, and their labors be crowned with fuc- 
cefs. The a&ions of our adventurers, the ftrange 
difficulties which they encountered - y c their hair- 
* breadth feapes,* their conquefts over c prodigious* 
birds, and 5 prodigious’ beafls, and as c prodigious’ 


man- 
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nionfters of men, are not to be difcuffed by coftirc 

criticifm. 

If we expe£t that regularity of accurate enquiry 
from a Greek writer, which our more refined fub- 

4 

ferviency to reality of reprefentation requires in our 
own ; we muft, at the fame time, place ourfelves 
in theprecife circumftances of that people; till fuch 
event can be properly compafled, which we have 
little reafon to defire, our more, candid plan is to 
weigh the difpofitions of their writers by due reflec¬ 
tions upon their fituation ; and thence to reconcile 
their conduit in the particular line which they 
adopted : why condemn them in the grofs, becaufe 
their purfuits vary from the ideas, which we flat¬ 
ter ourfelves, that we might have entertained, if 
fimilar occafions had been offered for the exercife 
of our talents ? 

Ccnfure, it has been before remarked in a difcuf- 
fion of the river Phafis, as deferibed by our poet, 
is palTed upon the propriety of the time affixed for 
the arrival of the Argonauts on that river in their 
return from Egypt; the courfe attributed by the 
fame writer to a fecond river requires a fuhmiffion 
of fome farther obfervations; particularly as a ri¬ 
ver of more hiftorical importance to the conduit of 
Apollonius, than the Phafis, or any other intro¬ 
duced throughout his poem. 


The 
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The name of the * Ifter occurs in the lajl book 
alone; the compafs of few lines is alloted to the 

defcription of its extent, it includes no more than 

eight. Our author acquaints us, that 4 its fource 
c was in the frozen regions of the North, that its 
c flow was continued to the border : of Thrace and 

c Scythia, and in that fpecific point branching forth, 

c conveyed itfelf through two feparate courfes, into 

* the Ionian fea in one channel, and into the Tri- 
c nacrian in another/ Had Apollonius been guilty of 
a defect in this pidure, which is very circumftantial, 

the minutenefs of his reprefentation would have be¬ 
wrayed the impropriety of his conduct. The courfe 

of the Ifter was fo fufhciently experienced in his days, 
and is found fo confiftent with that attributed in the 
poem, that the accuracy of the defcription may be 
contentedly fubmitted to the intelligent geographer. 

That the courfe of the Ifter was defcribed by our 
poet, as experienced in his own days, not in thofe at¬ 
tributed to the Argonautic expedition, may be evinced 
from theimpo&bilityof its being known to the Greeks 

at that earlier period 5 for this expedition was the 
• The firft IntroduBion of the Ifter is in ver. 2S4, the laft in 

ver. 325. 

+ The Defcription commences ver. z$s, and concludes, ver. 
*92. 

firft 
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firft upon record, wherein a body of Grecian war¬ 
riors, the flower of their country , adventured a 

diftant voyage. The clafllcal reader will not, and 

an intelligent critic Ihould not, cenfure our author, 
when they obfcrve, that he thus anticipates the ex¬ 
perience of his countrymen, whofe poetry was po¬ 
licy, ever fubfervient to the intereft and reputa¬ 
tion of their native foil. 

Such conduit carts an air of important dignity 
upon the efforts of a Mufe, who, with all her 
fweetnefs of numbers, and elegance of expreflion, 
would foon pall upon the ear , if the heart were 

not affected'. Complaint has been familiarly made 
by our recent bards , that poetry meets with dif~ 
couragement: though the prefentis by no means an 
age of poetry, they Ihould regard the difference 
between the fpirit of fancy, and the letter of veri¬ 
fication. Vanity alone too frequently redeems 
the traditionary events of kingdoms from tha.t 
obfcurity, in which, for their own honor, and 
for the benefit of truth, they (hould have been fuf— 
fered to remain in obfcurity. The fource of 
flate-facrthee to this vanity is the affeitation of 
antiquity ; but whatever cenfure may be parted upon 
pccafional exprefiions of the Greeks, as inftances of 
this zealous abfurdity, their conduit is ultimately 

E dedu* 
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dedueible from the hiftorie fource A very ftriking 
example of connection between poetry, and hiftory is 

afforded by Apollonius, in his derivation of Arcadia 
from ages antecedent to the formation of the moon ; 
which is confirmed to have been an allufion to the 
formation of the ark, on occafion of Deucalio?is 
flood. The Arcadians had certainly been fettled in 
Greece, after their emigration from Egypt, fome 
time before the JE ra of Deucalion. 

Such is the mcdeft attention of the Greeks to 
genuine dates ! in which if upon any occafions 
they err (and upon many they err !) whether from 
the defire of being concluded more ancient than 

they really were, or, as it may rather be wifhed, 
from defect of information, or too clofe adherence 
to fallacious tradition, yet their errors are virtues 
compared with the wanton pertnefs of eaftern ex¬ 
travagance. Sir Ifaac Newton acquaints us, that 
c the Chaldeans* (a people in whofe brains we are 
taught to include the whole myftery of knowledge; 
though when duly examined, that knowledge was 

• In treating the chronology of the Greeks, where events 
recorded by their writers are evidently deduced from feriptu- 
ral origin, as in the Hiftory of the Flood, we are apt to thruft 
their heads into the clouds of remoteft antiquity ; by placing, 
for inftance, Deucalion to the days of the venerable patriarch, 

in which that calamity actually fubfifted. 
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errant forcery, as their religion was necromancy) 

« boafted to have obferved the ftars four hundred 
‘ fevcnty three thoufand years;’ which is as near to 
real truth, as their fuperior learning in aftronomy 
over the reft of mankind. The priefts of Egypt 
deluded Herodotus with tales of 4 eleven thoufand 
* three hundred and forty years, from the reign of 

5 Menes to that of Sethon, who put Sennacherib 
4 to flight; of fifteen thoufand years from the reign 

c of their god Pan to that of Amafis; and from 
i Hercules to Amafis, of feventeen thoufand years f/ 
Away with thefe infolent puffers, whofe aftronomi- 
cal calculations, and hieroglyphic caricatures are of 

f Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chrono!. p.43, and 44. This excel¬ 
lent writer has at leaft reconciled his Grecian Chronology with. 
Grecian Hiftory, where dates are in queftion. ‘ Danaiis,’ fays 
our writer, ‘ came into Greece in the year before Cbrift 964/ 
from Egypt, ‘ at the time when Minos died ’ Minos had 
cleared the Greek Teas of pirates (whence aiofe, it may feem, 
his reputation, for wifdom and juftice, added to his chara&erof 
Jegiflator, attributed to him by the Greek*) in the year before 
Chrift 1004 : the adventure therefore of his daughter Ariadne 
with Thefeus is not inconiiftently inferred by Apollonius, 
B. III. v. 1096, as a Greek tradition agreeable to the fpirit of 
its mythology. Pirates cannot be prtfumed, at the period 
above mentioned, to have been regarded hut as plunderers and 
pefts of fociety \ for why otherwile the talk to clear the leas of 
them ? but even thefe have received encomiums for their civi¬ 
lized and honeft deportment from an Eaftern critic, noticed in 
the remarks upon our author. Let the critic remain happy in 
the focicty of thole accomplilhed gentlemen I 
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equal eminence in point of fujficiency to conffitute a 
pretence to reafon, and erudition ! The eaftern 
kingdoms of modern date carry enthufiam to a 
8 never-ending line/ Their records are compofed 
of ragged fallacies ; heroifm links with them into 

DO ' 

daftardly oppreffion ; their principles are excefs of 
knavery, and their religion, blafphemy againft com¬ 
mon fenfe. 


Our argument in favor of the opinion, that we 
Ihould refer the geopraphical deferiptions, delivered 
by Apollonius, to his own age, not place them to 
thefe of the expedition which he treats, may be 
extended to Aftronomical difeuflion. c The Egyp- 
* tians 5 fays our chronologer, 1 began to obferve the 
c ftars for navigation in the year before Chrift 1034 */ 
not a century before the Argonautic adventure. 
This adventure has been already afferted to be the 
earlieft public communication of Greece with Egypt 
by any voyage of the former to the latter. That 
the acquaintance cr the Greeks with the fcience of 
agronomy could have been but flight, may be con¬ 
firmed from the little occafion, they could poflibly 
have for its poffemon. They had built, before the 
firuSure of the Argo, which, from its fuperior 
iirength, and convenience for extenfive failing, was 
expreffed to have been of celeftial yvorkmanlhip. 


no 
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no veflel capable of combating tempefts, and buf¬ 
feting billows at a diftance from the fhore. Indeed 
this voyage to the Egyptian territories evinces their 
want of inclination to quit the fight of land,—In 
purfuit of the argument, relative to the aftronomical 
knowledge of the Greeks at the period of the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, it is neceffary to take in the 

idea of Sir Ifaac Newton, that c Chiron, who 
c was born in the golden age, formed the conftella- 
c tions for the ufe of the Argonauts/ To form 
the conftellations, when applied to an human hand, 
may feem an cxprefiion almoft irreconcileable! but 
this is immediately explained by c the placing of 
1 the folftitial, and equinoctial points in the fifteenth 
6 degrees, or middles of the conftellations of Cancer, 
i Chelae, Capricorn, and Aries f / The name of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, I am very ienfible, Ihouli be 
held in reverence ; I hold it in eftimation c on 

c this fide of idolatry/ according to Dryden’s ex- 

* 

preffion, c as much as any man/ But may not our 
chronologer (who on too many occafions, if not fo 
conftrued on the general plan of his performance, 
intermixes bijlorical ideas in conformity with Grecian 
authorities) place too confiderable a degree of prac - 
tied knowledge to the account of the Greeks, 

t Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chronology, p. 25, finding them, it 

Should be conftrued,—fo placed. 

E 3 


from 



C 54 ] 

• ^ 

from a confcioufnefs of his own intimacy with the 
fcience of aftronomy ? a liberal mind (and if any be 
conftrued liberal, it furely muft be the mind of that 
man, who has enlarged his faculties by fcientific 
enquiries !) imputes readily to others a degree of 
knowledge proportionate to its ©wn, however they 
may vary in the poffibility of acquiring fuch know- 
ledge, from circumftances, and fituation. 

After the aftertions above hazarded, touching 
the defect of knowledge in the geographical, a fi- 
miiar imperfe&ion may be concluded among the 
Greeks in the agronomical line, at the period more 

reafonahly attributed to the voyage of that nation 
into Egypt. Their defeft in the latter may indeed 

be eUeemed to have been more confiderable; their 

geography was limited to the narrow boundaries of 
their own country ; but their aftronomy may feem 
at that earlieft time to have been at moft fubfervient 
to fuperftition ; with reludtance, particularly in a 
point, where fo fuperior an authorityoppofes, I fhould 
fubmit*, that no clofer intelligence, as to the aftrono- 
micai branch, intimated to have been received by the 
Argonauts on, or previoufly to, their failing, is 
admifftble, (other circumftances duly attended !) 
through the interpolition of any* Greek whomfoever, 

* Chiron, afferted by fome to have been an Egyptian, is re¬ 
conciled by Apollonius to Greek extraction, 

Chiron, 



Chiron, or the perfonage who is ufually exhi-» 
bited under that denomination, was a man eminent 
in character as diftinguifhed by years ; yet it may 
not unfairly be enquired, how far the real extent 
of his knowledge could have been fufficient to the 
direction of his countrymen in a fcience, the effen- 
tial points of which to few, but to profefled aftro- 
mers, are even at this period precifely afcertained, 

f Our eaftern writer, fo often mentioned, has 
made wanton additions (it may rather feem from a 
determination to vilify Sir Ifaac’s whole fyftcm of 

a 

f Mr. Richardfon's Djflertation, &c. who places to Gre¬ 
cian experience, in the name of Sir Ifaac Newton, thofe ob- 
fervations which the chronologer had limited under the year 
before Chrift 1034, to the Egyptians * The Egyptians/ fays 
Sir Ifaac, ‘ began in the days of Ammon to obferve the ftarsj 

* and from this beginning, altronomy and failing had their rife. 

* Hirherto the lunifolar year had been in ufe $ but this year be- 

* ing of an uncertain length, and fo unfit for aftronomy, in 
< his days, and in the days of his grandfons, by obferving the he- 
‘ liacal rifing and fetting of the ftars, they found the length 

* of the folar year, and made it confift of five days more than 
‘ the twelve calendar months of the old lunifolar year/ Till 
the period in which Danaus came into Greece, the latter peo¬ 
ple, as a nation , appear to have had no connexion with that of 
Egypt } their whole communication feems to have proceeded 
from hoftile purpofesj when Danaiis entered Greece he fought 
the prote&ion of that country, and probably his reprefenta- 
tion of Egyptian difturbances might have ultimately occa* 
fioned the Argonautic expedition. 
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cbronolog^ !) to the above refleSion. He affixes, 
as from that great authority, ftill higher agronomi¬ 
cal experience to the Argonauts, than the chrono- 
loger has thought proper to bellow. 

Reduced to the neceffity of borrowing his chro¬ 
nological feries occafionally from the Greeks, our 
author has frequently intermixed real hiftory with 
fabulous reprefentation f. Chiron’s agronomical abi- 
Jlties feem derived from authorities among the 
Greeks of a Icier date, or whofe mythology is per- 

-f- Chiron appears, B. I. ver. 33, of Apollonius, as friend, 
and eJ-vif'r of Jafori. He recuis in the fame book, v. 554, 
•when the Argonauts are embarking, and is there reprefented 

• to have counfelled many things to the adventurers.' On the 
Jaft occafion, the fchoiiaft acquaints us ‘ with the philanthropy 
‘ and equity of Chiron's difpofition ; that he was intimately 
4 known to Jafon, to whom he taught the medicinal art 

from which circumftance Jafon received his 

• name (s^s to -as™)’—poffibiy rather derived from (1 Upu, wi 
mitto-eas) from the commiffion given to him by the heathen 
deities (who regulated every fublunary concern in the Greek 
mythology) to undertake the prefent voyage. It may be 
thought remarkable, that the advice reprefented in both the 
foregoing pafTages to have been indulged by Chiron to the 
chief, never intimates (which it would have been very mate¬ 
rial to have exprefied) agronomical dire&ion. Apollonius, 
indeed, mentions no particular counfel j and his fcholia/l limits 
it as above noticed. In the laji pafTage referred to from Apol¬ 
lonius, it is obvious, that the Peleiades fubfifted in their per- 
fonal forms, and had not been admitted as conftellationsinto 
heaven. 
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verted by the admiffion of lefs early circumstances X ; 
and it muft be acknowledged, that not the fmalleft 
ftrefs is laid upon the ufe of amjlellations to 
nauts, (for their more ready and effe&ual conveyance) 
throughout the poem. The deities alone interpofe 
in perfon to free them from difficulties, and dan¬ 
gers of rocks, and elements ; of favage violence, 

» 

and evafive artifice. This poetical adherence to 
religious enthufiafin is fuftained- to the conclusion 
of the work, in the perfon of the venerable Triton, 
who diredts the Argo to her wifhed-for afylum of 
Greece \ the viceroy of Neptune prefents one of 
the Argonauts with a portion of Libyan foil ; em¬ 
blematic of a future rule over the whole con¬ 
tinent.—I know not whether it may be allow¬ 
able to place the occafional affiftance, procured by 
the adventurers from the incantation of Medea, 
as perfonal interpofitions of a deity ; though the 
name of Hecate, the goddefs who prefided over 
thofe infernal rites, is always preparatorily invoked j 
but the fervices, which were conferred upon the 
Greeks by the employment of thofe ceremonies , 
may evince them to have been unpradlifed, and 
almojl confequently unknown to Greece •> till intro- 

X Lucian is one, and Hyginus the Grammarian, who lived 
in the days of Trajan, the other 5 with Ovid in his Meta- 
tnorph, among the Roman poet-5* 
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duced with the « rabble’ of deities, the facrifices, 
oracles, and all the other lumber colle&ed from the 
religious ivorkfhop of Egyptian infinity f. 


t The snncbronifm, fo familiarly imputed to Virgil, (and 
which 1 prtfcmc to criticife in an edition of Apollonius, only from 
the attention paid fo repeatedly by the former to this competi¬ 
tion of the latter) has been vindicated upon poetical and poli¬ 
tical principles t \ it may be reduced to authenticity from the 
direnoiogy of the great man, fo often alluded to in the courfe 
of the prefent eflay. 4 The deft ruction of Troy happened about 

* the year 504 before our Saviour? Dido built Carthage in 

• the year <583,' twenty-one years after. iEneas mult be pre¬ 
sumed to have been young at the tiege of Troy, ten years pre¬ 
ceding its final ruin ; at eighteen years of age the men bore 
arms, 2nd went forth to battle. Virgil places his hero at Car¬ 
thage towards the commencement of its buildings,* by the 
addition of ten years, the period of the fiege, to eighteen 
years, the fuppofed age of iEneas, when he joined his coun¬ 
trymen again It the Greeks, and to the twenty-one years, 
which pafled between the iubverfion of Troy, and the rife of 
Carthage, iEneas is fixed to have been no older th n forty - 
nine, when he entered the latter kingdom, I cannot con¬ 
clude without an afiertion, that Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chrono¬ 
logy is entitled to a larger fhare of applaufe on the idea of its 
accuracy \ particularly when we reflect that by reducing the an¬ 
tiquity too generally affixed to events of Greece, he reconciles 
ir. many facts*his fyftem with the chronology of holy writ. Yet 
fuen is the writer eftablifhed, if any can be fo elteemed, in 
the world of letters, whofe production our Oriental compiler 
has reduced nearly below contempt j a production ‘ commit- 


J See Critical Efir.ys, lamo. T apprehend that a late com. 
tsititfalQr of Virgil, in the botanical line, fiift attempted to 
reconcile this prefumed anaebronifm to chronological accu¬ 
racy. 

ted/ 



C 59 ] 

ted,' as lie allures us, * to paper* in the intervals of relaxa- 
< tion.* They who attend to this 4 lefs abftrailed ftudy,' will 
find little relaxation in its purfuit: though the chronological 
work abovementioned, if a relaxation was the relaxation of 
a Newton. The volumes which Sir Ifaac quotes, and which 
he had fairly examined, may evince his performance to have 
been a ferious labor $ by no means 4 fnatched at times,’ or me¬ 
riting only 4 the undifcerning zeal of furviving friends.* 

• Richardfon’s DifTertat. p. 81. I do not prefume a fur- 
mife, that our great chronologer employed himfelf in the 
above work 4 fixteen hours a day, during fifteen months.* Dif- 
fen. p. 490. 
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APOLLONIUS RHODIUM 

A concife Defcription of the Argonautic Expedi¬ 
tion having been given in one of our principal 
Dida&ic Poems, the Argument prefixed to thfc 
firft and fecond, and to the third and fourth 
Books, is borrowed from the Verfes of that 
Compofition; conformably with the ideas of 
its Author relative to the Motives of the Ex* 
pedition, which his plan required to be Com** 
mercial. 

A RGUMENT 

To BOOK I. and II. 

‘ In eldeft times, when Kings, and hardy.Chiefs 
4 In bleating Sheep-folds met, for pureft Wool 
c Phoenicia’s hilly tracks were moll renown’d, 
c And fertil Syria’s, and Judaea’s land, 
c Hermon, and Seir, and Hebron’s brooky Tides* 

* Twice with the Murex, crimfon hue, they ting’d ; 

1 The Ihining Fleeces; hence their gorgeous Wealth :* 

* And hence arofe the walls of ancient Tytf> 

4 Next bufy Colchis, blefs’d with frequent rains, 
Vol. I, - * And 
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And lively verdure (who the lucid ilream 

* 

Of Phafis boafted, and a portly race 
Of fair inhabitants) improv’d the Fleece, 

When o’er the Deep, by flying Phrfxus brought. 
The fam’d Theflalian Ram enrich’d her plains. 

This rifing Greece with gen’rous anger view’d. 
And youthful Jafon an attempt conceiv’d, 

Lofty, and bold : along Penehs’ banks, 

Around Olympus’ brows, tbeMufes’ haunts, 

He rous’d the Brave to redemand the Fleece, 

From ev’ry region of JEgx&’s ft]ore * 

The Brave affembled ; thofe iiluftrious Twins, 

Caftor and Pollux; Orpheus, tuneful Bard ; 

Zetes, and Calais, as the winds in fpeed ; 
Strong Hercules, and many a chief renown’d* 

On deep Iolcos’ fandy Ihore they throng’d, 

Gleaming in Armor, ardent of exploit 5 
And foon the laurel Cord, and the huge ftone 

Uplifting to the Deck unmoor’d the Bark, 

Whofe -keel of wond’rous length the Ikilful hand 
Of Argus fafliion’d for the proud refolve; 

And in th’ extended Keel a lofty Maft 

Uprais’d, and Sails full fweHing, to the Chief* 

Unwonted objefls, for ere yet unlearn’d 
Their bolder fleerage over Ocean’s wave 
Led by the golden Stars, as Chiron’s art 
Had mark’d the Sphere celeftia?, Wide-abroad 
Expands the purple Deep; the cloudy Ifles, 

1 Scyros y 
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4 Scyros,. and Scopelos, and Icos rife, 

♦ 

* And Halonefos; foon huge Lemnos heaves 
4 Her azure front above the level brine, 

4 Shakes off her mifls, and brightens a H her Cliffs t 
4 While They her fiatt’nng Creeks, and op’ning 

Bow’rs 

* 4 Cautious approaching, in Myrina’s port 

* Caft out the cabled Stone upon the ftrand. 

* Next to the Myfian (hore they fliape their courfe, 
4 But with too eager hafte: in the white foam 

‘ His oar AJcides breaks ; howe’er not long 

4 The chance detains •, he fprings upon the (hore, 

* And rifting from the Roots a tapering Pine, 

4 Renews his ftrokc. 9 

4 Between the threat’ning Tow’rs 
4 Of Hellefpont they ply the rugged furge, 

4 To Hero’s, and Leander’s ardent loves 
4 Fatal; then fmooth Propontis’ widening wave, 

4 That like a gJaffy lake expands, with Hills, 

4 Hills above Hills, and gloomy woods begirt. 

4 And now the Thracian Bofphorus they dare, 

4 ’Till the Symplegades., tremendous rocks, 

6 Threaten th’ approach; but They unterrify’d 

4 Thro* the (harp-pointed Cliffs, and thundering 

floods 

4 Cleave their bold paffage ; nathlefs by the crags 
4 And Torrents forely (batter’d ; as the ftrong 
4 Eagle or Vultur in th* entangling net 

( Invok’d 
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4 Involv’d breaks thro’, jet leaves his plumes be¬ 
hind, 

4 Thus thro’ the wide waves their flow way they 

force 

* To Thynia’s hofpitable Ille. The Brave 

* Pafs many a peril, and to Fame by fuch 

4 Experience rife: refrefh’d, again they fpeed 

4 From Cape, to Cape, and view unnumber’d 

flreams ; 

4 Halys, with hoary Lycus, and the mouths 

4 Of Afparus, and Glaucus rolling fwift 

4 To the broad Deep their tributary waves, 

4 ’Till in the long-fought harbour they .arrive 

4 Of golden Phaiis/ 

Dyer’s Fleece. 


f 
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AR GUME NT 

» 

To BOOK III. and IV. 


1 Foremoft on the Strand, 

4 Jafon advanc’d: the deep capacious bay, 

4 The crumbling terrace of the marble port 
4 Wond’ring he view’d, and ftately palace-domes, 

4 Pavilions proud of Luxury: around 
4 In ev’ry glittering Hall, within, without 
4 O’er all the Timbrel-founding fquares, and Greets 
4 Nothing appear’d but luxury, and crowds 
4 Sunk deep in riot. To the public weal, 

4 Attentive none he found; for He, their Chief 
4 Of Shepherds, proud AEetes, by the name 
4 Sometimes of King diftinguifh’d, 5 gao to flight 
4 The Shepherd’s trade, and turn to Song, and Dance. 
4 Ev'n Hydrus ceas’d to watch; Medea’s fong9 
4 Of joy, and rofy Youth, and beauty’s charms 

4 With magic fweetnefs lull’d his cares afleep, 

4 ’Till the bold Heroes grafp’d the golden Fleece. 

4 Nimbly they wing’d the Bark, furrounded foon 
4 By Neptune’s friendly waves* yet not to roam 

An unmolefted courfe; lo ! Colclm Fleets , 

Collected 
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Collected vengeance for the two fold prize 
Ravifh’d, thy filial pride in virgin bloom, 

.‘Thou, Monarch, and the hallow’d Ram’s remains 
Portentous—lo! impatient o’er the furge 
They own Abfyrtus’ nod ; the fatal Ifle, 

So will the Sifter’s foftly-foothing Arts, 

Fix’d for.the Treaty’s cojiverfe, gives at once 

A Brother to the Dead ; proftrate he falls 
At great Diana’s fane; the Chief no more. 

His fubject Colchians to their native home 
Return not; They difpers’d by confcious dread 

Of ftern Petes’ frown, the circling Hies, 

* 

And onward plains inhabit; ’mid the deep 
The Victor-Sons of Greece o’er many a league 
Of many a Sea unknown rufti to the wilds, 

Where Syrtes’ quick-fands picture hideous fcenes 
Of fullen, drear Defpair, each votive life 
A furer, fpeedier forfeit, when thy form, 

Benignant Triton, led the pathlefs way 
Thro’ the long, level marlh, extended huge 
O’er Libya’s favage realm, their Argo's bulk 
High on their flioulders borne, myfterious Rite ! * 
Now hail’d with blefs’d Return e the myrtle-fhores, 

c And 

* The Verfes indofed within thefe marks ** are added, as 

their inferiority may too plainly evince. Mr. Dyer was fatif- 
fied to dcfcribe the return of the Argonauts through the 
track which they had purfued to Colchis. The vifits of the 
African, or Libyan continents by the Argonauts, which wss 

by no means a regular courfe, may be prefumed a facrifice to 

the 
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t And glafly mirror of lolcos’ lake 
4 With loud acclaim receive, them: every Vale, 

4 And every hillock touch’d the tuneful flops 
4 Of Pipes unnumber’d for the Fleece regain’d. 

4 Thus Phafis loft his pride : his flighted Nymphs 
4 Along the withering Dales, and paftures mourn’d 5 
4 The Trade-fhip left his dreams \ the merchant 

(hun’d 

4 His defert borders; each ingenuous Art, 

4 Trade, Liberty, and Affluence all retir’d, 

4 And left to want, and fervitude their Seats, 

4 Vile fucccflors! and gloomy Ignorance 
* Following like dreary night, whofe fable hand 
4 Hangs on the purple-lkirts of flying Day.’ 

Dyer’s Fleece, ver. 277—-31j, 

the divifion of the earth by Greece in its earlier records, The 
Argonautic expedition implies a connexion of the continent 

of Afia with that of Europe} that every emigration originally 
proceeded from the inhabitants of the former we have un - 
doubted evidence; its intercourle with Europe was from their 
proximity the molt natural, and therefore the earlieft : AfrU 
pa, from its communication with the Grecian adventurers in 
the prefent poem, may be concluded, particularly when fitu- 
ation is confidered, to have been inhabited after Europe ; our 
author accordingly defcribes not the Argonauts to have met 
with inhabitants in the region of Libya; a farther reafon, 
why it may be concluded that this continent is fignified to have 
been primarily found out by the arrival of the Grecians thi¬ 
ther, may anfe from the fmall portion of it, which they tr*r 
ver fed, ’till their voyage over the * TritoniaPalus’ to the con¬ 
tiguous fca» 

iJ 
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a 

BOOK I. 

G O D of the lyre, and guardian of my fong, 
Lead me, oh ! lead me to the gen’rous throng 
Of gallant heroes, o’er th’ incircling main 
Where rocks Cyanean have their folid reign, 

(So mighty Pelias urg’d the dread command !) 

Who bad compa&ed Argo quit the ftrand ; 

And claim the fleece of gold—fuch was the voice 
Of fate’s decree, and rul’d the monarch’s choice! 
Tori warrior’s counfel gives thee to the dead $ 

Mark’d by the fmgle fandal's folcmn tread# 

The oracle is fix’d ! a Jafon flood 5 
The wintry bofom of Anaurus’ flood 
Yields the dire fandai to the (limy fhore 5 
Its late affociate funk, to rife no more *. 

* For a defcription of this hero on the fame occafion, fte 
Pindar’s fourth Pythian ode, ftrophe and antiftrophe 4-th. 


At 
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At once to Peiias fialks the man of pow’r. 

His wi/h the fplendors of the feftal hour 
Doom’d by the filial king to ocean’s god ; 

Not one his vows difdain thro’ heavn’s abode. 
None but Pelafgian Juno ; Pelias* breaft, 

Struck with the fight, avows the warrior gueR; 

Paints the rude horrors of the roaring deep j 
His hope, that ftormy furges in their fweep, 

Or alien holts, who drench their rage in gore, 
Mi^ht rend thefe exiles from their native Jhore.—. 

*T was held (ye tuneful fagcs, fuch your will!) 

That facred Argo grac’d Minerva’s (kill ^ 

Be mine the bolder triumphs to proclaim, 

Her wandVing chiefs, their lineage, and their name ! 
Their Jong-drawn perils thro’ the watry way 
What toils they baffle, and what worth difplay !— 
Ye Sifters fmile, fweec harbingers of vcrfe , 

Your Orpheus foremoft of the train reheaife ! 
Whom, fair Calliope, thy virgin charms 
Gave to the raptures of CEagrus’ arms; 

Sprung from foft Pimpla’s ever verdant hight 
Firfr wak’d the infant harmonift to light, 

Pierc’d by the magic of whofc (hell the ftreams 
To filence fink *, the rock with beauty teems ; 

The vaft beech, confcious of his warbled lore. 
Whole zones of foliage gloom the fullen lhore 


Ev’n 
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\ Ev’n to earth’s central reign, the dulcet fong 
Led from Pieria’s vale, a ravifh’d throng. 

Offspring of /Efon, thou with wifdom fraught. 

By Chiron’s precepts, and example taught. 

Thou lov’ft the minftrel partner of thy way, 

Who cheer’d Biftonia’s earth with lenient fway !— 

Spontaneous ruffl’d Afferion’s warrior pride; 

Faft by Epidanus’ masand’ring fide, 

Joy of Cometes, o’er Pirefia’s plain, 

Where huge Phille’ion heaves his rocky reign. 

The fpot 9 his manfton, where Enipeus’ force 

Weaves with Eridanus th* affociate courfe, 

Lo ! from the fav’rite foil, Lariffa’s feats, 

The fcene of glory Polyphemus greets ! 

High ’mid the Lapithse’s indignant hoft. 

Curb of th’ oppofing Centaurs’ angry boaft. 

He flelh’d his youthful fword ; invading time 

Preys o’er his limbs, unmar’d his valor 5 prime. 
ToiEfon’s worth in link fraternal bound 
No more Iphiclus roams his native ground; 

His care Alcimedas, whofe fifter birth 
Owns, favor’d Phylaca, thy kindred earth, 

Woo’d by her JEfon’s love, nor woo’d in vain, 
When youth infpir’d him to th’ embattled plain,—* 


t A large foreft extends itfelf from the more interior parts 
of Thrace even to the borders of the ocean. 
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Wrap’d o’er yon mountain’s brow, thy vigils ceafe, 

& 

Where fubjeci Phera yields the lavifh fleece, 

Thine, other talks, Admetus l —Hermes’ race, 
Theirs ev’ry flock to fpoil, each wile to trace, 
Echion, Erytus, thy darling land. 

Oh ! Alopa, refigns ! the little band 

* 

A brother joins, JEihalidcs his name, 

From fair Eupolema whofe native claim ; 

Thy daughter, gallant Myrmidon, where leads 
His ftream Amphrifus o’er Phthiotian meads $ 

But * thefe thy love f, Antianira, bore —'• 

To Fame renounc’d Gyrtona’s ample ftore. 

The fon of Csneus ftalks with martial fire, 
Though great, no more than rival of his fire ; 

The bards their Cmneus yet alive bewail, 

Thy vengeance. Centaur, crowns the deathfu! tale. 
What time fierce-ruffling ; mid th’afiociate arms ■ 
Sole o’er thy ranks he fpred the wide alarms, 

With fudden whirl confronting not a wound * 
Checks his brave foul, or bends him to the ground j 
Dauntlefs*, till earth in thunder cpes her womb, 
And groves'of afh rufh headlong for his tomb.—-• 
Here Mopfus, tutor'd fage of Phcebus’ care, 
Skill’d in the feather’d augury of air \ 

• The other two recently mentioned, 
t Daughter of Menetas. 



APOLLONIUS. 65 

And here Eurydamas Xyneia’s wave 
Circling thy habitant, * Dolopia, gave j 
Inspiring Ador fans the filial flame 

From Opus’ walls to join the Cons of fame j 
Eurytlon , nurs’d with Eribotes f known 
Of matchlefs ftrength, whom Teleon’s wifhes own, 

Good A&or’s kinfman J, in the fire, the friend, 

■ 

With great Oileus’ focial fteps attend ; 

Rcfiftlefs Brave, when hoftile myriads yield. 

Dread of the flying foe he fcours the field.— 

Grace of Euboea Canthus gives the nod; 

To war Canethus unrelu&ant ftrod, 

Ne’er to return, and blefs Cerinthus* ftate, 

Thou haplefs boy, (fo wills the frown of fate !) 
With Mopfus, feer of keen prophetic eye 
Wand’rer of Libyan defarts doom’d to die ! 

Man vainly pants to ward the ftroke of death : 
Lybia enwraps their limbs, devoid of breath. 

Far far from Colchos, as the folar ray, 

That opes or fhuts the curtain of the day* 

• The city which he inhabited wasCtimena, in the country 
of the Dolopians. 

f The 73d, and part of the 74th verfes of the original, ex¬ 
plained in the tranflation, are omitted as a redundant para- 
phrafe. They only exprefs, what the former lines intimated, 
the genealogy of Euiytion and Eribotes, the firft, fon of Irusj 
the laft, of Teleon. 

X A&or was father of Irus, 
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Thy kindred lords, J£chaiia’s ftern domain. 

Sons of a *fire impatient of the rein. 

Stand forth ; bis valor grafps the mighty bow, 
Whofe radiance, pow’rof light, thy hands beftow; 
Unpleas’d th’ accepting churl ! a rebel dart 
Twang’d the rich largefs at the giver’s heart. 

To thefe the fierce <£acids 5 their feet, 

Unfocial courfe, from fep’rate regions greet $ 

They fed feIf-exil’d from JEgina’s weal, 

A brother /lain, intemp’rate in their 2eal; 
f Him Aldus* ifle prote< 3 s with guilty care. 

His comrade breathes wide-diftant Phthia’s air.— 
Good Teleon’s offspring Butes rears his mighty 
Thy fpear, Phalerus, glitters to the fight; 

Old Alcon yields the youth) no other tow’rs 
Beft bleifing fent to cheer his evening hours ; 

Child of his age, heavVs laft fond gift, he yields. 
To frown with more than men o’er horror’s fields. 
Thee, Thefeus, glory of Ere&heus’ line, 

Chains, thy wild frenzy little fear’d, confine j. 
Tsenaria holds the friend of. generous love. 

Who dar’d th* irremeable journey prove, 

• Thefe ^cbalians were Clytius, and Ipbitus, Tons of Eu- 
rytus, who is reprefented, like a true hero, to have attacked 
his benefactor with his own prefents. 

f Telamon is the firfl intimated of the two criminals 5 Pe* 
leus is the fecond. 

in- 
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*T]1-fated pair ! whofe pride’s heroic toil 
Had claim’d a happier clofe in Colchos’ foil ! 

The fage of Thefpia conies ! his ftudious eyes 
Unerring mark the billows, ere they rife $ 

The tempeft, ere it fwells; by night, by day, 
(Heav’n, lend thy lights!) he rules the veffel’s way; 
Her fav'rite feer Tritonia’s goddefs gave, 

The warriors’ pilot o’er the diftant wave. 

Gave whom it wifh’d to worth , a willing aid. 

His care, lov’d Argo which her fkill difplay’d; 

She, while Areftor's fan the fabric rear’d, 
Transfus’d her wifdom, and his labors cheer’d ; 
Hence with brifk oar she rod, a bolder fweep, 
Unrival’d rod the dangers of the deep.— 

Phlius forfakes his Sicyon’s fertil bound. 

Where, (Bacchus was his fire) with treafurescrown’d, 
Faft by Afopus’ fount flow’d his foft days!—• 

Behold the f youths of Bias, Argive rays, 

Rufh with the J champion of unconquer’d might, 

Who from thy daughter, Neleus, fprang to light. 
The fair, whofe love § th’ ./Eolian vot’ry calls 
To fordid flav’ry in Iphiclus’ flails. 

No—nor in vain to full-embattled ire 
Did Jafon’s ardor roufe Alcides’ fire, 

Strait, as report had trump’d the ventr’ous train, 

He fpurns the beauties of Arcadia's plain j 

• Pirithous and Thefeus. t Talaus and Areius. 
t Leodocus. § Melampus defcended from iEolus. 

F 2 Wind s 
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Winds the foft path, thro* which his triumphs bore 
Yet panting from the war, the briftly Jlore > 

In the long marlh of Erymanthus fed , 

Or where proud Lampia’s boundlefs forefts fpread. 
Soon, where Mycen*’s throng collected flow’d, 

The hero caft his * chain-incumbered load 5* 
Himfelf, regardlefs of Euryflheus’ pride. 

Burns for the conflict, Hylss by his fide $ 

True to his lord, in youth’s firffi vernal glow, 

w 

Wbofe trufl: th’ Herculean darts, th’ Herculean bow.—• 
Nauplius the next, of Danaus’ god-like race. 

Fond Clytoneus, he thy filial grace, 

Thou child of Naubolus, from Lernus fprung, 
Whofe father Prcetus (thus have records fung \) 
Nauplius the fire he lov’d ; thy daughter’s charms. 
Thou f rev’rend king, refigned to Neptune’s arms 
(Old years I paint !) gave Nauplius to the day. 
Skill’d in each art, that tempts the watry way. 

The Iaft, nor leaft of Argos Idmcn tow’rs; 

Full well the Augur mark’d his future hours 
In fate’s drear womb !—yet his the dauntlefs boafl. 
Toward each cenfure of the vulgar hoft ! 

1 Not Abas’ fon ; the parent pow’r of light 
Grac’d with this kindred pledge th’ AEolian might: 

* The Erymanthian boar was made captive, and put into 
chains by Hercules. 

+ The monarch here intimated is Danaus, the boafted Course 
of Grecian plagiarifms from Egyptian idolatry. 

t Abas having defcended from JEoJus, probably through 
his matrimonial connexion with a fair inhabitant of Thrace* 


over 
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His the dark oracles of gods to fpy, 

Each bird that wings, each fign that cheers the Iky! 
Leda the fair, iEtolia’s matchlefs grace. 

Rous’d the twin-offspring of celeftial race. 

From Sparta rous’d —this fam’d for dauntlefs force. 
That (kill’d to wheel the deed’s unbounded courfe. 
Fruit of her love in Tyndarus’ bright abode 
One happy birth releas’d th* heroic load ; 

To arms they ru(h, unfelt a mother’s dread : 

Her hopes the fruit of Jove’s eternal bed,— 

Two kindred chieftains from Arene came, 

Lynceus, and Idas each the foul of flame, 

Each proud of matchlefs ftrength \ the firft of men 
Lynceus wide-darts his eye’s pervading ken j 
Ev’n (if the record truth !) his vifual ray 
Pierc’d the deep regions, ne’er illum’d by day. 

The f fon, great elder born of all, whofe birth 
From godlike Nereus fprang in Pylos’ earth. 

Joins the brave band ; him Ocean’s foft’ring lord 
With courage, uncontrol’d by terrors, ftor’d; 
When hoftil conquejl fweeps the fields of fight, 

Each change, his wi(h aflumes, eludes her might, 
AfTociate youths forfake Arcadia’s plain ; 

His—Tegea’s rule and his—th’ allotted reign 

over which country iEohis is faoied to have prehded 5 the fon 

produced into the world was a prefumed continuation of the 

line of iEolus> though his real father in the honorable ftyle 
of Grecian t*nd it were to be wiftiM of no other) annais, was 
not—the hufband. f Periclymenos, 

F 3 
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Of royal Aphidas, great Aleus’ fire $ 

Their throbbing fouls Alcaeus* worth infpire ; 
Lycurgus yields to fame the gen’rous boy, 
*Hirafelf, the firft, who crown’d a father’s joy j 
And his no more th’ advent’rous wi(h to roam. 
Balm of the good old Aleus’ years at home : 
Enough ! his brothers (hare the warrior child, 
XVho fprings to arms in fbsggy veftment wild, 

Hide of Manalia’s bear 3 with poifing zeal 
Grafps the huge axe of many-batter’d flee!. 

Cios’d in the central dome his armor flept, 

A grandfire’s love the facred treafure kept; 

Haply to (lay the wand’rer’s courfe ; nor thou 
Far abfent, deem’d (fo earlieft years avow !) 

Child of the fun, Augeas ! Elea’s coaft 
Thy fceptre awes, and thine the treafure’s boaft ! 
The Colchian clime thy reftlefs prayVs purfue, 
Thy hope petes’ fov’reign form to view !—- 
Pellene pours, Acbaia’s ftruflur’d pride, 

Afterius’,'and Amphion’s warrior tide; 

Her fhek’rihg walls by haughty Pelles fpread, 

Beneath, AfgiaJus, thy tow’ring head. 

Nor wooes, when valor founds, Taenaria’s feat 

The bold f Euphemus; bis th’ unrival’d feet; 

Thy 

• Lycnrgus, elder brother of the two youths, mentioned 
immediately before Alaeus. 

t Another Polyphemus occurred, ver. 40, of the prefent 
book, a fufpicious repetition ! an ingenious conje&ure places 

Euphe- 
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Thy offspring Neptune, whofe enchantments move 

Brave Tityus’ daughter with the breath of love. 
Wing’d o’er the azure billows of the main 
He darts, unconfcious of the briny ftain ; 

A tranfient drop may tinge $ no lingVing ftay 
Checks the brifk tenor of his wat’ry way. 

Nor other offspring Ocean’s lord denies; 

Far-fam’d Miletus wakes the filial prize, 

Erginm > and * thy meads, where ftreams the rite 
To Jove’s high confort, point the f man of might $ 
To each his iki!l! the fcience of the deep. 

Or vers’d in fields the chiefs embattled fweep.— 
Here Meleager’s force, Laocoon's here, 

The brother, and the friend to CEneus dear, 

Nor one the mother their affedlions prove ! 

His birth the tribute of an handmaid’s love; 

[So wills fond CEneus!) to the battle’s rage 
1 He guides the (tripling with the lore of age. 

Ev’n in the morn of youth the dauntlefs band 

iTueld the rival of their glory fland j 

mus for this laft warrior. It is obvious, that Euphemus \s 
totally omitted in the lift of Argonautic adventurers, as the 
firft book has hitherto flood ; and that Euphemus himfelf is 
introduced, as a material affiflant to them in the enfuing book, 
vei. 538} and appears on many other occafions throughout 
the fame book, no lefs than the fourth. 

• Parthenia. f Ancseus. 

6 

% Meleager is deferibed in the text to have come from Ca- 
lydon 5 he was fon, as Lacoon was half-brother to Oeneus. 

F 4 Almoft 
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Almoft Alcides* rival, had thy charms 
* Awhile, AStolia, leffon’d to th’ alarms f. 

Iphiclus, {kill’d the jav’lin’s weight to wield. 

Proud of the toils, that crown the meafur d field 
Impatient of the war thy kindred force 
Speeds ev’ry ftep, affociate of his courfe. 

His gallant offspring Lernus gives to fame, 

Of race Vulcanian, though of Lernus’ name; 

Nor his the foot’s firm finew !—to control 
Lodg’d in a dauntlefs frame his tow’ring foul 
Yet—vain were cenfure’s breath ! his triumphs raife, 

High ’/nid the chiefs , a Jafon’s laurel’d praife. 

Mark Iphitus advance from Phocis’ earth 

Fiufh’d with bis Naubolus,’ a father's worth § / 

Of old, ingenuous hoft, thy welcome gueft. 

What time in Delphos’ fane thy vows addrefs’d 
The vocal fhrine, ere ocean’s wilds he roam : 
There fmil’d the warrior, fofter’d in thy dome.— 
From Boreas fprung, who leads the blufi’ring florm, 
Frown |j the wing’d brothers of terrific form 5 

* Taocoon.' 

+ The text runs, c had he remained for his education but 
1 one year longer among the ./Etolians.’ 

% The ftadium in the original} the conftru&ion of which 
may, however, be enlarged to the field of battle, and is there¬ 
fore thus literally turned in the verfion. 

§ The text exprefies Naubolus, father of Iphitus, to have 
been fon of Ornytus. 

y Zetes and Calais. 


Boon 
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Boon, Orithyia, of thy foft embrace, 

Deep in the wintry bounds of {hiv’ring Thrace! 
Snatch’d by (he God from fair Cecropia’s reign, 
While wrap’d, llyffus, with thy choral train. 
Snatch’d from the feats, (he lov’d; thy rock’s vaft pride, 
Sarpedon, heaving o’er Erginus’ tide, 

Sole fuilen witnefs, while its monarch throws 
A veil of clouds, and plucks the virgin rofc. 
Tip-toe from earth they dart in air difplay’d, 

Around they wave their pinions’ ample {hade, 
Diffufing (magic radiance to behold !) 

The pearly ftars’ rich cluflre edg’d with go/d. 
Frolic, and gay, the fport of ev’ry breeze, 

Their treffes float in careleffnefs of eafe; 

Now here, now there, the neck the {boulder fpread 
With fable grace the honors of their head. 

Nor fuits it well Acaftus’ gen’rous fire f, 

To wooe the peaceful palace of his fire; 

Nor Argus, thine, whofe boaft Minerva’s art! 
•-—To join the hoft impetuous they depart %. 

Thus 

+ Acaftus is defcribed to be the fon of Pelias; I know not 
whether this run-a-way from his father may be altogether 
vindicated ; but his courage at lead is unqueftionable, Per¬ 
haps, he was induced thereto by the influence of his friend 
Argus, who exerted his fkiil to complete the Argonautic 
(hip, and wiihed Acaftus to embark upon the expedition. 

J The genealogical hiftory of the refpeftive warriors above 
defcribed to have attended the Argonautic expedition, is 
authoritatively deduced by the Scholia from the records of 

mytho* 
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Thus Jafon’s caufe the warrior council greets ! 
Encircling myriads hail from Minyas* feats 
A monarch line ; for many a vital flood. 

Ye beft, ye greatefl, ftreams with Miuyas’ blood : 
Even thine, iEfonian youth *, a mother s arms, 

By fMinyas’daughter nurs’d her infant charms.— 
Releas’d the vaflals by their labors’ clofe. 

Her cuftom’d load the freighted veffel fhows, 

Each want fupply’d, that prompts the failor’s call : 
At once the champions quit the foft’ring wall. 

Whence the J proud city eyes her fubjed coafl, 
Promifcuous prefs the throng’s colle&ed hofl ; 
Each hero beams, as frnile the lamps of light 
4 Silv’ring the clouded majefty of night/ 

The crowd, while round, the va{Ll torrents roll 
The tide of 2rms, thus fpeak the curious foul. 

** What means, all-ruling Jove, the tyrant king ? 
41 Whither exhaufled Greece, yon warriors fpring ? 
4t Oh ! that JEetes’ domes had flam’d to duft ? 

Ci When Pelias’ hands withheld the fleecy truft 1 

mythology; they are impure offspring of gods, and mortal 
women ; or of goddefles, and mortal men : the fchoiar would 
prefer thefe accounts in the Greek \ he may, the-efore, be 
pleafed to 3 pply to thefe commentators for inftru&ion : to the 

l?fs elected reader they will found as well in Greek a? in Eng- 
iifo. There is little occafioo to add to the mats of critics by 
copies from former ones, in points that explain not the coii- 
giuction of p2iT2£es in the author difcufTed. 

• Akimede in the original. f Clymene, 

J Pagafza, principal city of Magnefla. 


4 
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« Stern fate decrees th’ inevitable courfe: 

“ Yet toil, how fruitlefs, and how baffled force !” 
Fiom fide to fide thus ring the clam’rous iireets ! 
Her arms, to heav’n difplay’d, each matron greets 

Th’ eternal habitants, her anxious pray’r, 
i A fafe afylum in their homes from care*/ 

Such the loud plaints ! and fuch the (team of woe ! 
“ Ill-fated mother 1 ” thus the forrovvs flow! 

“ ill fated mother ! fortune’s low’ring rage 

* l Butfis her dark horrors on thy eve of age, 

“ Fan'i by no profp’rous gale ! but AEfon’s heart 
Feels, doubly feels alfliftion’s keener darr, 
v Would that the dreary winding-iheet of death 
• Had wr?p’d his clay cold corfe, ere ling’ring breath 
- l \.d fnv'd Dim confcious of th’embattled ftrife, 
" . • »r wai $ von venirons bark ! would o’er thy life, 
r! inenV Phruu.% when the midnight wave 
V.'IhI.jj'u the devoted f fair, the liquid grave 
u Had cioi c- ts hungry maw, nor ruin fpar’d 
14 The fleecy charge J ; yet fay, what terrors fear’d 

* In tW patent ornamental epifode, an animated pi&ure 
is delint -red, whit h molt naturally prefaces the d i it re (s of the 
good okI patent iEion, when his fon departed from his bo- 

forn on fo bwaidous an expedition. SenfibiJity herfeJf could 

<>ilV’ no addition totht expreffionsof anxiety'conveyed through 
the original, and aggravated from the fimplicity of its delcrip- 
tiuns. 

f Helle in the text. 

X This charge was the ram, w-hofe fleece was the prize for 
which the Argonauts contended. 


« The 
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C6 The boding foul, when (inaufpicious fate!) 
c< Th’ unerring ram’s prophetic founds relate 

u In human eloquence the tale of woe. 

Whole myriad waters o’er % thy race (hall flow ! 
Such gloomy tribute hails the parting hoft ! 

The youths, and vaffal-virgins fill the coaft j 
Speechlefs with anguifh in her fon’s embrace 

Weeps the fond mother $ not a matron’s face 
But pours afEictions’s dew; the confeious fire 
(Scarce glimmer’d, age, thy laft faint fpark of fire !) 
Heaves the deep manly figh ; his loofe limbs fpread 
Had long lain helplefs in the foft’ring bed. 

With filial comfort Jafon’s love controls 
The tempeft of defpair, that tofs’d their fouls $ 

<f My arms, my arms,*’ he cries j the flaves comply 
In modeft filence, and v/ith downcaft eye. 

Not fuch the pang maternal ! wild alarms 
Still clafp’d her Jafon with unyielding 2rms j 
Loos’d the full fluice of tears ; the virgin-fair 
With fondnefs thus repays a nurjes care 
In hoary age ; no arm but bers to guide 
The hated victim of a step dame’s pride 
Embitt’ring the fad hours of lonely life : 

She Hands, the monument of jealous firife ! 
Still wretched daughter! thrilling ftill thy mind ! 
To all the violence of grief refign’d, 


J 


X The line of Alcimede* 
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Grief ftruggling for a vent, which fcarce fupplies 
One filent channel for the tear-worn eyes ! 

—The filial chief embrac'd, in farrow's ftrain 

Thus wakes the language of a mother’s pain ! 

u Oh ! that the hour, when Pelias’ dire command 
u Burft on my boding ear, death’s iron hand 
“ Had feizr’d my forfeit breath, my lot to (hare 
(C The long oblivion of a parent’s care, 

While to the grave thy toils my burden bore : 

“ This all a mother’s wifh ; why afk for more ! 
“To ev’ry pang, that watch’d thy infant morn, 

“ Thrice welcome, chief! yet oh ! mid flaves the 

i( (corn 

“ Of Grecian dames, once tev’rencd (hall I roam 
“ The fullen chambers of my defart dome, 

“ Still pining thy return ? attend my claim, 

“ Ere while thou fource of tranfport, and of fame ! 
cc Attend, my Jafon ! for thyfelf alone, 

<c Child of my virgin love, I loos’d my zone f : 

“ Thy envious frown, Lueina, deign’d to filed 
“ No other bleflings on the nuptial bed : 

“ Alas ! what anguifh % ! why thefe horrors mine 
“ From Phrixus’ flight, ev’n dreams could ne*er 
“ divine.”— 

f This paflage is a confirmation, with many others, of Dr. 
Potter’s aflertion, that the female zone, or girdle, was loofed 
in child-birth. See Annotations in the Appendix to Pindar’s 
Pythian, &c. Odes, 4to 1778, Dodftey. 

| Why indeed ? nnlefs from that retribution of juftice by 

pagan deities, which involved whole families, and whole na¬ 
tion $, 
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Thus heave the fic*hs, that load a troubled breaft! 
No gufting tear the faithful train reprefs’d ! 

The filial chief by gen’rous pity ftung 

To comfort tunes the mufick of his tongue, 

« Ah ! why* too cruel in thy love, control 
* 6 With pangs macernal my diftracted foul ? 

«« Sooth’d by thy tears, will baleful miYries ceafe? 

« They only flow thofe mis’ries to encreafe ! 

« Myflerious fuff rings heav’n for man prepares; 

The brave may deeply fee!, but greatly bears. 

46 Thy truft Minerva’s fmile, unerring guide j 
“ To all the oracle decrees, thy pride 
“ 3 e firm fubmilEon ; Phoebus crowns the deed ; 

“ Yon warriors fhield us in the hour of need ! 

“ Thou to thy dome retire ! thy Jafun’s fail 
4i Refillv’d, no boding horror taint th* gale \ ! 

44 Ye kind affociates to her chamber lead 
44 The royal mourner !’’ foremofl in his fpeed 
The heroe ftalks ! and rufhes to the main ! 

As when, while facred fragrance fcents his fane 

rions in calamities, through the medium of poetic enthitfiafra j 
no matter, whether fuch calamities had the lead itfcrence to 
the hiftory of thofe conneSms, upon which they were in¬ 
filled. 

t Apollonius, in his drfcriptive charaSer may feem to be 
the epitome of his matter Hoiner; his epifodes are concife in 
proportion fo the lefs labor'd firaplicity of his work. In this 
elegant pidure preceding the departure of the fon from the 
mother, imy be traced the outlines of that epifode of Homer, 
fo excellently filled up by every obje& of teaderncl's, in the 
departure of Hc&or from his wife and child. 

Cla- 
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Clarian, or Delphic, or where, Delos’ ifle. 

Thy heav’n delighting vales, or Lycia’s (mile 
Cheers her wide plains luxuriant, Xanthus’ courfe 
Encircling, ftalks Apollo’s radiant force ; 

So ’mid the myriads tow’r’d the hero frame ! 

Iphias appears, a venerable dame 
Chafte Diaris prieftefs, o’er the cities’ band 
JVho deigns prote&ion ; on the princely hand 
She prims a tranfient kifs j nor words impart. 
What mod fhe wifli’d, the feelings of her heart, 
Such tumult prefs’d the throng ! when prone to earth 
She finks abandon’d ! from gay vernal birth 

Sure lot of winters year! the torrent bore, 

Snatch’d from her grafp,the chieftain to thelhore.—* 

No more his eyes the beauteous city greets ! 

Faft by the main th’ aflociate hoft he meets • 
Prompt in the folid bark the furge to ride. 

While paus’d their chief, they feek the roaring tick. 

When lo ! Acaftus, and his guardian friend ! 

Forth to the beach precipitate they, bend ; 

Nor flop ! nor ftay ! the heroes at the view, 

No fire confulted , wonder’d, as they flew. 

Low to the fandal from % his fhoulder fpread 
The bull’s vaft hide a fable foftnefg fhed 
The veft Acaftus grac'd ; a fifter’s love 
With richer folds the fair memorial wove : 

£ Argus,, who accompanied Acaftus, as above.. 

The 
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The chief admiring check’d the curious ftrain, 

c I 

And feats the champions with the council’d train. 
The fails were furl’d ! prone fronrth’ etherial hight 
7 'he bent mail finks reclin’d f, in order bright 
Th* embattled fenate fhone ; the chief addrefs’d 

A 

The focial note, benevolent of breaft. 

<c See ! heav’n-built Argo arm’d in all her ftate f 
Her’s the full war, and her’s the vidual’d freight! 

J O 

cc III were advice to bar the watry way ! 

* c Propitious gales, your breezy wings difplay ! 

16 Yet, lov’d companions of my vent’rous toil ! 

One blifs fhall crown us in our native foil j 
tc One path our fafe-guard to Asetes’ dome; 

4 

tc Hafte! nor to change your manly councils roam ! 
ct Your chief felect, the battle to command ; 

** Or rule the league that fooths a foreign band.’ 7 —. 
He fpake ! the youths Abides worth proclaim, 
Placd in the midft, and urge the poft of fame. 
Quick ifluing from his feat the warrior cries, 
Uprear’d the waving arm, 44 My foul denies 
<c The honors,, ye would give, at once I yield ; 

“ Nor other feek the empire of the field ! 

+ The original is applied to the manner in which 

the fever3l members of this A/gonautic council were refpec- 
tively feated, namely, each by the fide of the other. The 
Greek feeois more conhfiently deducible from the hand 
than, according to the laborious etymologift Scapula, from 

*Z X > which he, however, with lei's violence places among the 
* com pc fit a remoticra’ from its root. 

Who 
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11 Who firft infpir’d, be his the hoft’s control !’’ 
Thus fway’d the man, invincible of foul! 

All, all the mandates of his word approv’d ; 

Jafon arofe with confcious tranfports mov’d, 

Thus to their wi/hes tun’d his grateful voice : 

‘ If Jafon, friends, dear objeft of your choice 
1 Tow’r to the facred charge,- be our’s no more 
1 To wooe foft dalliance on th’ inglorious (hore ! 
6 Yet to the pow’r of Light our zeal employ 
c The pious incenfe, and the feftal joy ! 

5 Then urge the vajfals^ to whofe (kill prefer’d 

6 To cull the richeft of the lordly herd ; 

i Ere at the fhrine they (hed their facred blood, 
c The veffel drag we to th’ incircling flood! 
c Fix’d the well-order’d arms’ terrific grace, 
i Th’ allotted oar * its feat of labor trace ! 

1 Thro’ the wide ftrand, aufpicious God, rever’d, 
c Now the rich altar to thy name be rear’d 
c By parting mariners; nor thou in vain, 

< Guide of our courfe, our guardian o'er the main, 
i Deign’fl to announce, oracular, thy aid, 
c The year’s firft ofPrings on thy flirine difplay’d : 
c Too well thou know’ll meby thekingfopprefs’d !” 
He fpake ! his ready labors fire the reft ! 


At 


• ntvau^dt reg-arded, as a compound, may be efteemed un¬ 
intelligible y to what -orsTra may be reconciled, I cannot con¬ 
jecture 5 (UiraXa^B would at lead be obvious and juftifiable. 

f An enlargement of the primary meaning attributed to 
*tin the original, is hazarded by the verfion. This more 

G 
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At once they rife ! their vejls* colle&ed weight 
The polilh’d rock, whofe ftorm-defying ftate 
Old Ocean fluin’d, receives with foft’ring arms. 
Though oft ftern winter rous’d the wave’s alarms* 

Compared, firm, the corded force extends, 

And wide the many-wrefted twift defends 

The folid bark ; fage Argus ’ will prevails; 

Each beam avows the well-attemper’d nails t. 

Mocking the billows* adverfe rage ; a fpace 
Broad as the clofe-encircling planks they trace 

Scooping indufirious ; where tb* afiociate main 
Quits the defending prow, the lengthen'd train 

Sinks with compacted force its folid way, 

And moves obedient to the workman-fway - f 
Clos’d their rude labors with the keel profound : 
Each feebler prop lies draggling on the ground ; 

difiant conftruSion throws an air of dignified benevolence 
upon the chara&er of Apello, from an expreffion of his rea* 

dinefs to fuccor the diftrefled. This deity is invoked by the 
names of IraKiw; and (pCznc', the former fignifying his tute¬ 
lage of the Chore, the latter his prefidency over imbarkations.. 

X This paflage, including others in the prefent defcrip- 

tion, is little familiarized to modern naval ideas. Sanfta- 

mandus, in mzny'refpe&s valuable in the point of critical ac¬ 
curacy, pronounces this particular portion corrupt*, mak¬ 
ing, however, but a flight alteration of eMtt to hroStt^ 
With due fubmitfion, hh$a may allude to the cordage itfelf, 
and admit of a connexion with well-twifted from its 

more interior threads; as naa/xbei txanfi may comprehend 
the various modes, whereby this a& of twilling was perfe#ed 
by the compaction of the cordage in its parts, The launching 

of the lb ip is repretented by Apollonius , 

The 
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The chief refitting, till the nerves’ firm pride 
Severs the yielding ranks, the confcious tide 
Obedient Argo ftems 5 now here, now there. 

They ply the ftubborn oar’s officious care; 

* Small confines clafp it; while each arm of oak 
Lends more than human force at ev’ry ftroke f 

Tiphys the bark afcends 5 u The moment ours ! 
ct Urge, gallant youths, your unremitted pow’rs \ 9y 
They lift the voice of Fame ; redoubled force 
Wings their full rage, and heaves the veiTels courfe 

Ev’n from its central feat ; the more they toil. 

More and more firm they beat the wooden foil: 

Nor lingers Argo, as the fwift oar founds 
Dalhing ; loud triumph thro’ the beach rebounds. 
The ftrain’d props groan beneath the ponderous keel. 
Till burft the clouds of fmoke , with rapid zeal 

Unfetter’d Argo ploughs the liquid plain; 

Th* extended cables fcarce her flight contain ! 

* The original may feem to exprefs the fmall openings of 
wood on each fide of the vefTel, within which the oars were 
admitted, towards what our author, in another paflage, terms 

the elbow of the oar . The preservation of the poetry renders 
it eflential, in fuch mechanic paffages, to adopt in the form of 

a remaik a more humble profe explanation. 

J This verfe is copied from a very pretty line of the maf- 
terly Dryden, 

4 And lend their little fouls at ev'ry ftroke.’ 
Translation of Virgil’s Mneid in the fimile of the * Turbo,’ 
on which 13 mile, fee a Remaik fubmitted in Critical Eftuys, 
nnio. 1770. 

G 2 
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Fix*d on the feats the flumbVing oars, the gale 
Infpiring fills the firmly woven fail; 

The tail mail tow’rsj widefpreads the viftual’d freight: 
Attention weJJ fupply’d the vzrious weight. 

dilated firft the worth-diftinguifh’d feats ! 

Each two brave champions to its labor greets. 

The great Alcides in the centre plac’d, 

His fide, nor frown’d the reft, Alcaeus grac’d. 

• Alcaeus, joy of Tegea, which he lov’d j 
Thefe, tbefe prefer d the gen’ral fuffrage prov’d : 
Bold Tipbys, futmnon’d by th’ afTociate tide. 

The helm’s obedience o’er the furge to guide. 

The itony pile collefted from the coaft 
To him, the tutelary f name whofe boaft, 

They rear the altar’s higbt; its humbler head 
With the dry’d olive’s leafy fuel fpread. 

The fatted oxen, cboiceft of the train, 

Approach in fullen majefty the main, 

Each younger herdfman follows to the flirine, 

Nor fpares the facred cate, and vafe divine : 

• Alcaeus of Tegea is properly placed as fellow-rower with 
Hercules ; his name implies fuperiority of ftrength, 

f Of the titles of Apollo, inftanced in the remark cn 
v. 359, orig. that of ann cf, related to his prefidency over 
the fea-fhore in a more general view; perhaps intimates fuch 
prefidency, when navigators were on the point of embaik- 
ing, as when they defeend from their vefTel upon the 

coaft. 


Whfii 
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When Jafon, kindling to the voice of prayer. 

“ Oh ! hear me, thou, ./Efonia’s dome thy care, 
iC f With that thy /av’rire realm, a Jafon’s claim , 

“ Oh ! Phabusy in the god’s, the father’s name, 

“ Hear me ! whofe love in DeJphos’ honor’d feat, 

% 

<s What time my fteps thy hallowed temple greet, 
u Prote&ive ifmil’d a folace to my woes, 

“ Speed to my voyage, of my toils the clofe. 

“ Source of our darings, patron of the fight, 

“ Oh ! lead with thefe, the bulwarks of my might, 
lf Lead the firm Argo to the deftin’d fhorej 
“ And to my country's arms her pride reftore! 

“ Each chief return’d, to heav’nly bounties due, 
li Shall here the lowing facrifice renew ; 

“ Unnumber’d off’rings by thefe hands difplay’d, 
tc In foft Ortygia’s ifle, or Delphos’ (hade. 

“ Come then,-thofe far-elancing pow’rs of day, 

“ Nor fpurn the rites* no grudging vot’ries pay; 
u FirJi fruit of hopes, ere Argo’s bulk our own ! 
u And now, dread king, (no hoftiie fates we 

moan!) 

11 Thy will afienting, my impatience frees 
li The loofen’d halfers ! now, oh foft’ring breeze ! 
Wing the fjvift billows, and infpire our courfe; 
Unknown the horrors of the tempeft’s force!” 

f Pagafie in the text. 



Each 
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Each falted cate the chieftain’s votive hand 
Scatt’ring, befide the beafts J th’ aflbciates fland. 

Of this Alcides’ club, with fullen found. 

Stuns the dalh’d brain ; he drops dead to the ground \ 
The brother-vi&im firm Alcaeus’ blow, 

(The lharp axe brazen-handled lay’d him low) 

On his broad neck receives; each mufcle ftrong 
Divided gapes; fall’n without life along, 

Fall’n on his horns precipitate ! the train 
The rites accomplifh ; from the proftrate flain 
They wreft the (batter’d neck ; the facred meat 
Various of form, the thighs, a votive treat, 

Each part involv’d beneath the fat’s huge load. 
Heap’d in the oaken difli luxuriant glow’d 
Rich fmoking ’mid the flames ; the chief divine 
Pours the pure treafures of the lufcious wine.— 
Sage Idmon tow’rs enraptur’d to behold 
The dark-brow’d volumes o’er the altar roll’d ; 
Hails the lov’d omen, as they burft ; his fkill 
Prophetic fpeaks Apollo’s fav’ring will. 

M The gods, the fates decree, our labors pafs’d,] 
€C Crown’d with the fleece, the native home at laft; 

% Hercules and Alcasus 5 thefe men were fele&ed for this 
honorable office on account of their fuperiority of ftrength. 
In this paffage it rauft be acknowleged, that they acquit 
therafelves as moll adroit butchers. 

“ Yet 


* 
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« Yet fliall the battle unremitted burn, 

“ As hence we fail, to harrafs our return ! 

♦ 

“ The fpoil of Fortune’s hate myfelf lhall die! 

“ Idmon’s remains in Afia’s clime will lie! 

“ Though frowning auguries announce my fate, 

“ For Argo I refign my country’s ftate; 
u Howe’er my fame by earlier toils difplay’d.” 

The hero ceas’d ! the youths, as tranfport fway’d, 
Their wifh’d return anticipate ; a tear 
Of anguifh drop’d on Idmon’s future bier.—— 
Sooth’d were the noon tide beams; the vale’s fair light 
Brown’d by the mountain rock’s incumbent hight, 
* Eve clad in dews laments the parting day; 

The boft at eaie collected as they lay 
Faft by the foaming fhore, in order fpred 
The leafy bofom of the fejial bed ; 

The board of plenty fmokes from fide to fide ; 
Round laughs the goblet’s unexhaufted tide. 

Gay mutual converfe, flowing thro’ the foul, 

Salt to the treat, and relifh to the bowl: 

So fmile the cloudlefs (kies of vernal life , 

To feoffs a Jlranger , and a foe to Jlrife!— ' 

As one opprefs’d with thought, the chief refign’d 
To mufing fadnefs all his mighty mind ; 


* Every reader mail recolleft the following beautiful lines 
more emphatically exprefllve of a fimilar idea. 

“ The dews of the evening molt carefully fliun, 
u Thofe tears of the Iky for the Ipfs of the fun.” 

Dodfl. Colleft. Poems. 

G 4 Rc- 
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Reproachful Idas thus with accents loud— 

46 Whence, fon of -ffifon, low’rs thepenfive cloud ? 
44 Thy fource of anguift let the warriors hear ! 

44 Feels’t thou the icy touch of palfying fear ? 

44 Such, fuch alone the coward-bofoms feel; 

44 Lo ! Idas’ valor rears the pointed Heel 
In fight fuperior ’mid the hoft difplay’d ! 

“ More po w 9 ifu] this than Jove’s eternal aid f ! 

4< No Daughter checks; full conqueft crowns our 
courfe! 

ie Bold Idas dares contend with heavnly force ; 

<s I, Jafon’s fafe-guard from Arene’s land 
He ends, and rears with each uplifted hand 
The bowl, that laugh’d with heart*expanding wine : 
His fwimming lips, and cheeks inebriate fhine.— 
Indignant frown’d the hoft ! with dauntlefs breaft 
Avenging Idmon atheift-pride addrefs’d. 

44 Self-happy talker, thou haft known before 
44 The boafter’s Ill deferv’d ! yon mantling (lore 
44 Why roll’d fermenting thro’ thy fev’rilh veins ? 

46 To loofe the fottifh heart’s unbridled ftrains, 

+ Virgii’s Mezentius may be efteemed tlie poetical counter¬ 
part of this perfonage. They are both of an atheiftical com¬ 
pletion, though not equally fots. 

“ Dextra mihi deus, et Teluro, quod miffile libro, 

“ Adfint!” 

The bluft'ring cliara&er of Idas is an excellent contrail to the 
other pious Argonauts, 


cC And 
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“ And fpurn the gods, blafphemer ? know, the 


wife, 

“ Sweet confolation’s mufic deign to prize! 

“ With fuch they raife the foul to deeds of fame; 

“ And leave to Idas guilt's difaftrous claim ! 

“ Aloeus’ offspring (thus the records fing!) 

“ Stern to the gods their venom’d (lander wing ; 

A 

“ To thefe an atom Idas infed heart; 
cc At once they fell; Apollo hurl’d the dart!” 

Th’ immodeft witling grinn’d an horrid leer. 

Stung with rebuke, and anfwer’d with a fneer: 

“ Prophet, all-hail! with fov’reign (kill portend 
“ The fame from adverfe heav’n my haplefs end, 

“ By thofe brave champions from thy father fought; 
“ Yet heed, fond vot’ry, if thy wayward thought 
“ Seek by falfe auguries my life’s alarm, 

“ To fly the thunders of my vengeful arm !”—. 

Thus roar’d the war of words ! and mutual fire 

% 

Blaz’d, till th’ aflociates calm’d the ftorni of ire! 

Ev’n Jafon call’d to peace ; with happier choice 

The lyre to mufic tun’d its Orpheus’ voice ; 

His theme, that earth, that heav’n, and ocean’s tide, 

One form to rule them, and one mind to guide, 

Were concord all! till ftrife’s deftrudive hand 

Mar’d the fair fcene, and burft the facred band. 

Hence o’er th’ etherial fpace their lights difplay 

The moon, the ftars, the fun’s enlivening ray ! 

Hence 
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Hence heave the mountains ! hence the river’s grace 
Crown’d with their Naiads ! hence the repti! race [ 
He fang, fair nature’s birth each accent gave, 
Ophion> and the bride of ocean’s wave, 

Daughter unrival’d ; on thy fnow-clad highf, 
Olympus erft their rule ; ere victor-might 
Bad Saturn, and his Rhea feize the throne ; 

Their humbled claim, wide ocean for their own f ! 
Thefe fway’d thy fceptre, thou Titanian god ! 

Nor ftain’d thy tranfports with th’ avenging rod ! 
When Jove, Difiaea’s cave inwrap’d the boy, 

A child in wifdom, as a child’s his joy ; 

Ere yet ftern earth*defcended Cyclops forms 
For the brifk god the thunder, lightning, Jlorms: 

f Ophion and Eurynome, it is obferv.ible from the text, 
held the original dominion of the earth. This ftrong)y favors 
of the fpirit of Egyptian derivation. Thefe fame deities refign 
their empire to Saturn, and to Rhea, and were funk, in con- 
feqaence of the victory obtained over them by the latter, 
into the ocean, from which Eurynome is reprefented to have 
fprung. Under Saturn fubfiiled the Titanian age ; the gol¬ 
den age of poefy ! bimfelf being placed, as fovereign of tliofe 
regions, fortunate in climate, which rendered him peculiarly 
sn idol of Roman enthufiafm. On the whole, the feveral ages 
of the world, as we obferve them to be recorded by Grecian 
fancy, may be prefumed to refer to as many changes with 
jefpect to fubordination in ftares in their earlieft times. 
Jupiter, whole cradle was rocked, as the Tons of imagina¬ 
tion indraft us, in the ifland of Crete, was the fuperior ob« 
Jeff of devotion in Greece. Ophion expreffed in the outfet 
of the prefent remark it may be almolf needlefs to derive 
from Ophion and Eurynome may be concluded to have 
emigrated frcra Egypt into Italy. 

Thefe 
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Theft are thy triumphs, Jove ! and this thy reign \ 

* He ceas’d ! and ceas’d the lyre’s melodious flrain. 
Infatiate (till their heads the warriors rear; 

The notes ftill vibrate on the lift’ning ear ; 

Sooth'd with the b/andiftment's divine control 
Intranc’d they feel the mufic of the foul f. 

Then, as devotion rules, the wine they pour’d; 

Full o’er the glowing tongues the treafures (howVd, 

(So wills the law facrifccal !) they clofe 

The night in fweet forgetfulnefs of woes.— 

Aurora’s eye ferene its luftre fhed 

With orient fimile o’er Pelion’s (ky-top’d head ; 

A foft gale fans the bofom of the deep, 

X Scarce wrinkled [ Tipfiys quits the couch of 

fleep i 

With aweful voice infpires th’ aflbciate hoft: 

Their oars to bend, and fly the circling coaft. 

* They ceas’d, and with them ceas'd the (hepherd-fwam l 

Mafon’s Mufaus. 

t The original words of Apollonius are transfufed with 
mafterly elegance into Paradife Loft, B. viii. 

The angel ended," and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he awhile 
Thought him ftill lift'ning, (till ftood fix’d to hear. 

Thefe enchanting lines were noticed as parallels of thofe in 
my author, before I had remarked, that the Oxford editor 
had been /{ruck with the refemblance. 

X * Fait rider la face de J'eau.* Fables de la Fontaine. 

Thou 
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Thoa f, harbor, yield’ll an horror-breathi/ig found! 
And Argo haftes to quit the fatal ground ; 

IFhoje heavenly ftru&ure fpurns the lempeft’s ftroke, 
Her central force Dodona’s facred oak.*— 

At once, as order calls, they mount the feats ; 
Each, as before, the rower's triumph greets ; 
Around, for war prepar’d, their arms reclin’d ; 
Full in the midft their honor’d poll affign’d 
To great Alcsus, and the friend, who bore 
The club unconquer’d, all his armor’s ftore 1 
Beneath his foot the welcom’d billows heave 
The fearlefs keel; the gather’d ropes receive 
Their deftin’d office, from the veffel’s fide 
Old ocean’s brow the pure libations dy’d.— 

Slow from the country to his mem’ry dear 
The chieftain turns, and wipes the falling tear; 

When hark ! the warriors (fuch the youthful flame. 
When choral muflc tunes Apollo’s name 

In Delphos’ fhade, or fair Ortygia’s ifle, 

Or where Ifinenus’ lucid waters fmile, 

When to the harp, the folemn fhrine around, 
Shakes with the rapid foot the feftal ground) 

Bid to their Orpheus* lyre the glift’ning oar 
+ Keep time, and harmonize the billows ’ roar, 
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Which fwell with doubled fury ; to the dance 
From fide to fide the dark-brow*d troops advance ; 
Yet murm’ring, as they grudg’d to join the play ; 
Compelled the might of heroes to obey,— 

Wide round the bark, as glows the folar beam, 

The oars wide dafhing dart a fiery ftream ; 

The long extended track one foaming white. 

As the worne pathway thro’ the wood to fight. 

His gallant bark, in this aufpicious hour. 

Fraught with her hobs, furveys each wondring povSr\ 
The demigods in arms ! nor many a maid, 

Peliadae yclept, whofe charms difplay’d 
Smile o’er the mountain’s brow, a look forbear 
To the dread fabric of f Minerva’s care ; 

Nor lefs enraptur’d view th’ intrepid band, 

Who ply the ftubborn oar with conqu’ring hand. 
At once fage Chiron, from the heights he lov’d, 
(Parental fondnefs !) ocean’s pathway proved ; 
Bath’d are his feet, as rolls the tide along, 

And much his waving arm infpires the throng ; 


f Minerva is termed in the original it**!*, a local diftinc- 
tion, it may feem, congenial with Tyring the more ufual title 
attributed to that goddefs, whofe peculiar provinces were the 
fcience cf mechanics, and arts of ingenuity. Hence the 
propriety of this other appellation! Itone, or Ithone was 
a city of Boeotia, where knowledge, not with Handing the 
odium familiarly affixed to the country, feems to have been 
particularly diftinguiffied by the former eminence. 


And 
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And much benignant for the warrior prays 
A fafe return, and quiet’s happier days : 

His wife’s affection bore the Pelean boy, 

And to the fire upheld his infant joy.— 

Now from the winding fhore the warriors roll. 
When, fuch the counfel’d thought of Tipbys’ foul, 
Whofe matchlefs /kill the poliih’d helm to guide, 

Nor leave the wayward bark to ftem the tide; 

Faff to the veffel’s depth , thy rooted place, 

With cords affix’d they rear thy tow’ring grace, 
Thou folid matt; the flutt’ring fail they fpread 
Wide to th’ unbending wtfoeFs affociate head. 
Full-breathes the whittling gale ! the cable’s length 
Brac’d to the deck, where boaft refittlefs ttrength 
The well wrought beams> the waves fcrene they plough, 

Wing’d in their courfe beyond Titteus’ brow. 

The fweet mufician fvveeps the magic lyre, 

Cbafle Dian’s fmiles th’ ecftatic note infpire ; 

Thy empire hers, thou promontory ftrand, 

The watchful guardian of * Iolcos’ land, 
t The greaty the fma]], proraifcuous in their play, 
Danc’d o’er the furge the finny nations ftray, 

They 

* The tutelage of this laft region is confidently and ele¬ 
gantly celebrated by Orpheus, as being the native kingdom of 
Ja fun. 

f The appearance of Proteus, in the fourth Georgic of Vir¬ 
gil, boafls a fimilar effect, and concludes with a comparifon, 

copied evidently From the prefent paflTage j for Virgil, as Dry- 

dea 
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They dart innum’rous, radiant to the view. 

And here, and there a winding maze purfue,—■» 

As fleecy myriads o’er the verdant reign 
Track the flow footfteps of the guardianTwain j 

Fill’d with the luxury of nature’s treat. 

Till evening’s fold the bleating wand’rers greet. 
Guide of their paths he carelefs plods along, 

And modulates the (hrill pipe’s warbled fong: 

Alike the bilowy flock ! th* increafing gale 
Swells the loud main, and fills the loaded fail: 

At once they quit, thou fair Pelafgian foil, 

The future harvefts of thy f vernal toil$ 

Thy native rocks the arching furges fhroud. 

And Sepias’ promontory fades—a cloud. 

Here Sciathos o’erlooks the billows* roar. 

Far fpread thej fillers on the genial fhore. 

That wraps a fruitful continent; the tomb 

/ 

Deep in its bofom, Dolops, feals thy doom 

Fail by the fad remains the veering Waft 

Yields to the hoft a £he!t’ring port at laft. 

den afferts, borrows largely from Apollonius j an additional 
proof, without partiality, of his judgment I 

Vjfti circum gens humid a Ponti 
Exultans rorem late difpergit amarum. 

■f "Hejiof, in the original, feems whimfically rendered * nigra* 

in the Latin verfion \ what relation can it properly be con- 
itrued to have with the fertil afpe& of a country ? I have 
above explained it in the more fimple form. 

% Pirefise and Magnefa-. 


To 
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To Dolops’ honor’d name, when twilight grey 
Hangs o’er the brow of night, the flames difplay 
Their fleecy facrifice, whofe entrails fmoke , 

While ocean’s fiercer waves the fhore provoke. 

Two days they linger’d ; but th’ impatient mind 
Gave, the third dawn, its canvas to the wind : 

The weaving fhore full grac’d with Argo’s name ! 
Thence Melibaea’s walls th’ heroic flame 
Pafs’d unreludianr, for its cragged form 
Speaks the wild blaft of defolation’s ftorm.—— 
Aurora points, their eyes unchain’d by fleep, 

* The city f bofom’d in the circling deep ; 

Nor long the toil, foft Amyrus, to glide 
On wings of wind beyond thy filver tide} 

Nor Jong, ere reach’d, fo crouds the fwelling fail. 
Where, ocean’s glory, fmiles th’extended vaJe, 
Whofe /hade proud Ofla’s, and Olympus' hight : 
Faft by Pallenian fteeps, the breezy night 
Far wafts them; pafs’d the J promontory’s head, 
To the lov’d bay’s ferene afylum led.— 

Now wakes the morn, and wakes the ready hoft ! 
Enormous Atho heaves, Threi’cian boafl ; 

Which far remov’d from Lemnos’ fertil /how, 

As fpeeds the /hip, ere Sol’s meridian glow ; 

* HomoU, a city of Thrace; the fcholiaft likewife treat? 
us with a mountain of ThciTaly under that title, 
f “ Embofom’d in the deep, where Holland lies.’* 

Goldf. Traveller. 

% This promontory is Canatira ; a portion of the highr», 
•-H'.aTeW bi*!o;£ called Pdlene, 
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Yet from its * haughty brow a folemn (hade 
Wide to f Myrina 5 s manfions frowns difplay’d* 

From morn to eve, with unremitting breeze, 

Infpir’d the canvas ftretches o’er the feas ; 

The fun was funk ; rhe bluftring gales fubfide ; 

Dalh the quick oars along the Sintian tide 5 
Where myriad vidlors (woman urg’d the deed ! 

% Still flufli’d with carnage !) by the falchion bleed $ 

Bleed, the fell vengeance of rejected charms, 

Woo’d by no fuitor’s fmile their bridal arms. 

Fierce burn th* indignant conquerors of Thrace, 
Burn to poffefs their captives’ virgin grace 
From plains oppofing by their valor brought: 

Thefe, tbefe their love 1 thy foul with hatred fraught, 

* * Prone on Potoii’s haughty brow.’ 

Dr. Akenfide’s excellent Ode on the Winter Solftice. 

f Myrina is a city, fays the fcholiaft, towards the extreme 
parts of the ifland Lemnos. For a proper explanation of 
XivTflTf, a name by which Lemnos was called, fee Dr, Potter’s 
Grec. Antiq. vol. II. p. 20, where it will be obferved, that a 
Itrong fimilarity fubfifled in the original etymology of each. 

% The text runs, the preceding year, which may feem to 
juftify the opinion of thofe, who aflert the exiftence of this, 
or fotne particular expedition of the fame nature at a fettled 
period. Whatever might have been the genuine origin of 
this Lernnian picture of horror, we may be fatisfied to confi- 
der the mafiacre itfelf as occafioned by the violation of the 
religious ceremonies cultivated by the people, of which thefe 
ladies were members j and of the laws of bofpitality, fo facred 
in Grecian eftimation, injured in attempts againft their vir¬ 
gin virtue. The reft is refolvable into the moie violent 
paflions of the foul. 


H 


God- 
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Goddefs !—no fuppliant at thy altar bow’d; 

Or fhowVd bis praifes, or an off’ring vow’d :—■* 
Oh! wretches, envious of the public weal, 
Anguilh your guilt, as ruin marks your zeal! 
Infatiate murder ftains the hulband’s bedj 
The fex extinguilh’d mingles with the dead : 
Fond, empty hope, howe’er revenge delay, 

That crimes fo blacken’d Qie will ne’er repay! 
Great Thoas’ offspring, foie amid the train, 
Spar’d the dear fov reign of her native reign,. 

A father's rev’rend age, and fix’d to fave, 

The * cbeft (he hollow’d for the foft’ring wave ^ 
Then fpake his fudden flight; ingenuous guile ! 
Th’ attendants land him on the neighboring iJU$ 
Oenaa call’d, till varying times difclaim,. 

For Sicinus belov’d, its ancient name^ 

For him , whofe virtues gallant Thoas blefs’d. 
Boon of the virgin Naiad*s yielding breaft ; 

Whofe chequer’d joys to tend the lowing kine,. 

Wrap’d in the battles brazen arms toihine, 

m 

• The original'xacraju, a word Iikewife ufed by the fweet 
harmonifl of fenSbility, Siraonide*, pleads in favor of the real 
antiquity of that little elegy, of which the editor has fub- 
mitted a verfion annexed to the edition of Pindar’s Pythian, 
&c. Odes. Danae, and her fon Perfeus, were inclofed, it 
may be obferved, in the ark for the purpofe of deftru&ion 
Hypfipyle engaged in the lame office for her father from the 
motive of prefervation. 


To 
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To bid the f glebe its lavifh fruits impart. 

Favorite of old Minerva’s ev’ry art 
Of various (kill they woo’d, but wooe no more; 
For oft their forrows from the favage fhore 
Eye the wide ocean's wafte; palfy'd with fear, 

Left Thracia’s fails their fwelling honors rear •— 
The coaft approach'd by Argo's warlike ftafe, 

Springs the wild torrent thro' Myrina’s gate. 

Arm’d for the battle thunders to the deep. 

Wild as the * train, their madden’d maw who fteep 
In the raw flefh, yet reeking with its blood 
As Thracian armies hover’d on the flood. 

Thy heroine, Thoas, fan’d by fiercer fire, 

Quick Tallying grafps the jav’lin of her fire ; 

f Tivpfflgauc, in the text, alludes either to the religious em- 
ployment of the firft fruits of the earth upon the altars, en¬ 
lightened by fires, or to the folar beams, the heat of which 
brought thofe fruits to due maturity for the fervice of man. 
kind, in this and more domeftic concerns. 

| Thefe were priefteffes of Bacchus 5 their enthuiiafm, ri¬ 
pened by the torrid clime of fuperftition, approximated to 
frenzy; or more properly fpeaking, was frenzy in its moll 

enlarged conftru&ion. From the frefidtncy over Lemnos, fa¬ 
miliarly afcribed to Vulcan, I underftand thefe Lemnianmur- 
derefles to have been worlhippers of fire, of which element 
their natures are reprefented fo efientially to have partaken $ 
from the favage tafieot the Tbyadae, as mentioned in the text, 

we may colleft the very early inftitution of religious rites to 
Bacchus, no lefs than the excefiive barbarifm of his votaries, 
preview fly to the eftablifliment of his divinity in Greece, froi$ 
hi* original refidence in pajlern regions* 

H 2 
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Speechleft the reft ! no council*d powers control,. 
Such chilling horrors feize their inmoft foul ! 
Meanwhile the warriors from the bark command 
The herald J, Hermes’ fon, to feek the ftrand $ 
His the proud embafly’s exa&er care, 

And his the fceptre of the God to bear r 

Wbofe fondnefs 
O’er fcenes long pafs’d his mem’ry’s will to ftray ! 
Though wrap’d by hell’s inexorable gloom 

Th’ idea fleeps not in oblivion’s tomb. 

His lot decreed him with alternate change, 

Now the ftern regions of the dead to range ; 

Now cheer’d like man, with Sol's indulgent light ! 
But why the youth’s protra&ed tale recite ? 

His foothing accents wooe the royal aid j 
Each billow fad’ning with th’ incumbent fhade ; 
Nor loos’d by orient morn to Ocean’s roar r 
While northern blaffs infult the foft’ring fiiore.—- 
The female council to the city bend; 

Th’ imperial drains their fage debate attend ; 

At once collected in their deftined feats, 

9 

Their willing ear the voice of comfort greets. 

ct Be ours,, my friends, the welcome gifts to fhedj 

cc And fatiate ev’ry wi(h! o’er Argo fpread 

% iEt’nalides. This fon of Hermes poflefied his father's 
quality of alternate vifitant in the regions below, and in thofe 
of earth above $ he feems to characterize alike the priefthood 
of heathen fuperftition in its fallen and gloomy confecrations 
of Egyptian myftery, and in its facrlfcal idolatries praftifed by 
the Greeks in th c face cf day k 


gave withunexhaufted fway 
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4i Luxuriant viands, foul-expanding wine; 

44 So (hall the holt our city-walls refign ! 
c< Firm anchor’d on the main ! no fatal need, 

<c That mix’d with us the horrid truth they read! 

u Truth, wide around to fwell the trump of fame! 
<c Great is our guilt, and hateful were our name! 

“ Ne'er were yon race the friends of Lemnos’ weal, 
Cl If known the crimes, our confidence would conceal! 
“ Such counfel fways the centre of my heart! 

u Let each, whate’er her thoughts, thofe thoughts 
<c impart! 

<c Yes ! let her rife ! we meet for this alone \” 

She fpake, and prefs’d her father’s craggy throne. 
Slowly the guardian of her infant years 
Prop’d on her crutch the load of palfy rears; 

Stiff tho’ of foot, yet flexible of tongue. 

Their iv’ry neck with golden trefTes hung, 

Faft by the matron’s fide four virgins fmile, 

As yet unconfcious of the lover’s guile ; 

Scarce, as fhe flood, pale fpeflre of the ftate, 

Her back embofs’d fuftain’d the fhoulders* weight 
<{ With gifts (fhe criesJ fo leads the royal flrain, 
cc Our bounty cherifh yon’ adventrous train! 

“ Blefs’d be the counfel ! but oh ! tell, ye fair, 
u How would thofe charms enjoy the vital air, 

** If ruin menac’d in the frowns of Thrace, 
u Or vengeance waited from an hojlil race ? 

44 Such ills, nor rarely, wretched flefh befall \ 

“ Nor rarely hofts like thefe, at fortune’s call, 

H 3 “ Obe- 
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cc Obedient ruth ! fliould fome aufpicious pow’r 
<l Avert th’ impending fcene, a future hour 
cc With woes innunfrous loads its tainted wing, 
u Fiercer than all th’ embattled terppefts bring. 

<c Say when your aged mothers meet their doom, 

<c Will ye, my daughters , wafte your lively bloom * ? 
<c Ye thrice, thrice wretched ! fate’s feverer flroke ! 
<c Leagu’d with the patient ox to flav’ry’s yoke, 

<€ Will ye, ambitious of the plough-lhare’s toil 
ce Wake to fpontaneous fruits the virgin foil ? 

Wait the rich harvefts of th’ autumnal year, 
ct And watch the grain, flow-ripening to its ear ? 

■ 

• The fpeech placed in the mouth of this venerable nurfe, 
in ancient ages no unufual privy-counfellor of families, con¬ 
veys a fufiicient proof of that alraoft unbounded influence, 
which matron-friends, too fatally for the peace of thofe fami¬ 
lies, exercife (as they poflefs) over the lefs experienced difpo- 
flticn of virgin credulity. Obfervation traces in the charac¬ 
ter of this antiquated haranguer the counfets, ufually far more 
pernicious, which conftitute the talkative talents of modern 
duennafliip. My old dame, however, has the advantage of 
falutary advice 5 for if the ladies, her auditors, had, from an 
undue fpirit of revenge, fought to deprive themfelves of 
certain bleffmgs , in the enjoyments of which human na¬ 
ture was concerned, it was an inftance of affe&ion worthy 
of the nurfe, to point out a proper mode for their poflef- 
flon. One ferious moral, extending to many other inte- 
refts throughout life, may arife from the daughter of the 
men by the Leronian women; that, when pafEon in purfuit 
of one objeft is driven headlong againft the exertions of rea- 
fon, the mind generally deprives itfelf of thofe, feemingly 
unconnected felicities, which from conftitution it particularly 
deiires. 


“ Myfelf 
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“ Myfelf prefage this thread of moments fpun, 

« Ere mark’d the courfe of yon revolving fun, 

« So nature fpeaks ! my earlier fears no more, 

< c The grave will fhield me from misfortune’s ftore. 
46 Mid’ll others’ counfek, virgins, mine be known ! 
< 4 Affliftion fly ! the moment is your own : 

44 Yield unfufpefting to thofe guardian hands 
M Your city’s pride, your houfes, and your lands ! ,> — 
At once loud murmurs of confent arofe ; 

Pleas’d with the tale each fev’rifh bofom glows j 
Again the royal dame attention fires j 
Her nation’s weal again the note infpires j 
“ Such, fuch the wilh, let vain contention ceafe ! 
44 Be mine to fpeed the meffenger of peace !” 

She calls Iphinoe from the circling feat; 

“ Rife, faithful maid, whoe’er the warriors, greet 
“ Yon’bark’s proud chieftain, to my dome confign’d, 
44 My voice fhail cheer him with a nation’s mind 5 
44 Yes ! bravely greet them, fuch the focial will, 

44 To (hare our harvefts, and our city fill !” 

She fpake ! nor other lore the fenate mov’d ! 

The princefs feeks the manfion, which (he lov*d„ 
To Minyas* hod her fteps the virgin bent; 

44 What hither leads thee? veil not thy intent !” 
To all, for all enquir’d, her words addrefs’d 
Thus unrelu&ant footh’d the curious bread. 

44 I feek the chieftain of your ftranger band ; 

44 From Thoas’ daughter fprings the fond command; 

H 4 44 Who- 
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“ Whoe’er the warrior, his inchan ted ear 
“ This public fentence from herfelf fltall hear ; 

Your hofis invited, be but Lemnos’ friends, 

€t Each fruitful field, each city’s joy attends!” 

Th* ingenuous notes a gen’ral tranfport fpread ! 

At once conjecture points a Thoas dead, 

A daughter ruling o’er the fubje&’s heart: 

To Lemoos ftraight, obedient chief, depart! 
tc * Ourfelves will arm, aflbciates of the way ” 

No ftop ! he pants the hero to difplay. 

Round his broad Ihoulders, clafp’d with ftudded gold 
The radiant vefl: inweaves its various fold. 

Fair work of Pallas’ art; her fav’ringzeal 
Gave the rich boon, when Argo's folid keel 
She fix’d, and taught the meafur’d beams to rife.—- 
Dart on the folar orb thy fteady eyes. 

Then gaze the fplendors of a Jafon’s frame, 
Whofe corp’ral majefty, as wrapM in flame. 

Dazzles ; above, below the purple ftreams; 

Each bord’ring grace with pittur'd genius teems. 
Red from the.forge the ftern-brow’d lab’rers wing 
The radiant bolt for heav’n’s eternal king ; 

Nor yet complete it burfts upon the fight; 

The foie, laft want, one majler beam of light ! 

• The lines of the text are here converted into a fpeech 
expreflive of Argonautic zeal. Either I am deceived, or the 
Profopopseia conveys an increafed dignity, which the ufual fim- 
plicity of the poem frequently requires. 


Whofe 
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Whofe fervors they expand with iron force; 

Then point th’ avenger to deftruflion’s courfe. 

There blooms trimphant each fraternal boy, 
Amphion, Zethus old Afopus* joy; 

Nor yet were rear’d proud Thebes’ embattled tow’rs; 
Scarce to their toil the deep foundation low’rs ! 

The laft, llow-lab’ring, o’er his fhoulders fpred 
The* fky-crown’d promontory’s pond’rous head; 
The firft to fhrill notes wak’d the golden lyre; 

| The vaft rocks follow, as their fweets infpire ! 

There 

• The epithet u hxiC«tm 0 9 applied to a mountain, may be con¬ 
cluded more immediately charafleriftic of thofe primary land¬ 
marks, known by the diftin&ion of promontories, conform¬ 
ably with their gradual defeent to the verge of the fea. I 
fhould oiherwife have been induced to conlider folely the 
hight of fuch natural excrefcencies by a derivation of the 
epithet from their poetical contiguity to the fun. It may not 
be omitted, that the more general fenfe of the verfe feems to 
convey an anticipation of the fabled fupport of the ipheres, 
allotted to the patient perfeverance of Atlas 5 and that the 
powers of corporeal are elegantly contrafted with thofe oF 
mental endowments in the example of the brothers delineated 
by Apollonius. ‘ 'HXtCaloc is an Ammonian* (Egyptian) * com¬ 
pound, and fignifies the temple of the Sun, fpecifying* like- 
wife ‘the deity therein worfliipped.’ Mr. Bryant’s MythoJ. 
B. I. p. 288. 

f Orig. v. 741. Bi? toW e muft refleft that in the pre- 
ceeding line, deferibing the appearance of Zethus, he ap¬ 
pears to labor under the weight of a large promontory ; in 
the prefent paflage, his brother Amphion is pi&ured, as draw¬ 
ing after him, by the melody of his mufick, a rock (or pro¬ 
montory) twice as large as that borne upon the (houldersof 
Zethus. Let the fcholiaft be called in to aflift our explana¬ 
tion ! The lyre, faith one, was beftowed upon Amphion by 

the 
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There beauty’s lovely goddefs fmiles to wield 
The brandifh’d might of Mayors* folid fhield ! 

the Mtrfes; by Apollo, faith another; both which amount 
to the fame conftru&ion with refpeft to the mythological re¬ 
putation of Amphion. The name of Zethus implies the fer - 
*vor of ambition ; that of Amphion feems to argue bis influ¬ 
ence over furrounding obje&s. The fcholiaft of Apollonius in¬ 
timates, that the enlarged dimenfions of the rock aifefted even 
to motion by the mufic of Amphion fignify his two fold emi¬ 
nence in the icience of roufic, and in the pofiefiion of the li¬ 
beral arts. The brothers are both incited by the fpirit of ad¬ 
venture ; the firft purfued his purpofes by the exercife of arms* 
the other by the fofter mode of civilization. We may obferve, 
that this hiftory alludes to an earlier date, and that the anci¬ 
ent fettknsent of Greece is (apparently) employed, through 
the means of thefe two-fold applications. A compliment no 
lefs to its excellence, than to its antiquity. 

Upon this united principle of arts and arms, the charafters 
of the veftment, worn by Jafon, when he appeared before the 
I^mnian, feem farther grounded. The imployment of the 
Cyclops, forging the thunder-bolt of Jupiter, is an animated 
picture of military enthufiafm ; as the appearance of Zethus 
conveys the fulleft idea of patience under fatigues, to which 
the fpirit of heroifm is perpetually fubje£t 5 a fpirit, which 
the genius of his brother diverts to the honor of fociety, in 
engagements equally a&ive and more beneficial, though lefs 
noify and oftentatioua. The fofter beauties of Venus fucceed 
with confident elegance; the reflexion of thofe beauties in 
the fhield flows from an idea of genuine poetry $ the rural 
tranquillity of the ox'is an implication of plenty ; and the dif- 
turbance of that tranquillity by hofts contending which fiiould 
poflefs that animal, the very hi dory of Grecian manners in 
times of barbarous ant'quity. The chariot-race of Pelops is 
Jbbfervient to the glory of Greece; the infant employment of 
Phoebus upon the dart, defigned to level the Titanian, who 
attempted the chaftity of his mother, is agreeable to the laws 
©f hospitality there revered ; 2nd the exhibition of Phrixus, 
Wrongly coane&ed with the poem, forms a molt fuccefsful 
dofe. 


* 


Loofs- 
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Loofe-flow the trefies, hight’ning ev’ry charm ; 
Bright from her neck, where bends the fnowy arm, 
Clafp’d to the heaving honors of her breaft 
With folds united floats the carelefs veft : 

Flajb ’d from the brazen orb with genuine grace. 
Each thrilling bofom owns her matchlefs face: 
Luxuriant oxen crop the dowry plain ; 

* Embattled foes conteft the lowing train ; 

Thefe to defend, and thofe to wreft the fpoil; 
Sluic’d with their blood the dew befpangled foil. 
What hopes f, the many with the few at war ?—- 

u’ring car, 

Smould’ring in clouds of duft! fee ! Pelops’ hand 
Shakes the proud rein, and bounds along the ftrand, 
t His fair attendant, miflrefs of the courfe! 

§ Thou warrior, fpeed’ft with unavailing force; 

Thy 

* Ele&ryon in the text, Ton of Perfeus and Andromeda, 
was one, and Neftor was another; whofe daughter Hirmo- 
thoe produced to Neptune two Tons, Telaboas and Taphusj 
the former is reprefentative of the Telebose, inhabiting the 
ifland Taphos, They were the earlieft pofleflbrs of Acarna. 
nia, a nation of pirates; coming into Greece they drove away 
the oxen of Ele&rvon, father to Aicmena. Ele&ryon, and 
his Tons, were (bin in battle. Amphytrion revenged their 
death, and obtained Aicmena in marriage. So far the fcho* 
Halt in this picture of genealogy ! 

f The many rend the (kies with loud applaufe, 

Dryd. Ode on St.Caecilia. 

$ Oenomaus was fon of Mars, by Arpine, daughter of A- 
fopus; he had by Eurothoe, daughter of Danaiis, Hippoda- 

mia, 

§ Myrtillus. 


Turn gentle mufe, and point the conq 
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• Thy friend, high-brandifhing th J extended fpear, 
Where to the axles' hight affociate rear 
The fliatter’d fpokes, prone falls, falls to the ground j 
At Pelops 5 back full-aim’d the deadly wound. 

Here Phoebus molding with revengeful joy 
*Gainft Tityus 5 bulk, ere youth confirm’d the boy, 
The headlong jav’lin ; would’ft thou> mifcreant, dare 
To loofe the zone, that wraps the parent fair ? 
From Jove’s fond tranfports fprang the monfter-'birth ; 
Nurs’d by thy fov’reign care, prolific Earth. 

There Phrixus, child of Minyas* line, intent 
As to thy converfe, Jlsecy monarch, bent; 

For fure thy picture [peaks ! ye eyes, who wake 
O’er the bright feenes, (familiar the miftake t) 
Anxious may hope to fliare the vocal feaft ; 

Still as ye gaze, your ev’ry ivifh increas’d.~ 

Such were thy gifts, oh, goddefs ! thy bold arm, 
Great Jafon, pois’d the lance’s flying charm, 
Which from the maid his warrior-virtues prove, 

A precious debt of hofpitable love j 

M 

reia, here placed with her lover Pelops 10 the car. The acci¬ 
dent experienced by Oenomaus is f3id to have been occafioned 
by Pelcps' bribe to that monarch's charioteer. The prefent 
conteft was for no lefs than the hand and the heart of the 
lady. Pelops conquered, and obtained the prize. 

* Oenomaus, in the text, who accompanied Myrtylus. 

t How eafy the mi Me. Prior. 


When 
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When Maenalus’ proud bights her (mile difplay j 
And much his heart purfu’d the virgin way ; 
Prudence forbids ! he checks the rifing fires, 

His dread th’ inglorious ftrife her form infpires 
His courfe the city feeks 5 as fprings the light, 
Whofe orient beauties loothe the virgin’s fi»ht, 

A pale gleam twinkling 5 her affe&ion burns 
For him, whofe vow the mutual flame returns: 
Him ’mid the youths Jhe fighs to call her own. 
The parent’s wifh, betroth'd to him alone.-— 

Such thro’ the way-worn path the chieftain's ftate f 
His ftep now ufher'd to the city-gate. 

The female crowds tumultuous ardor draws. 
Smiles of regard, and welcome of applaufe. 

His downcaft look no obje&s teach to roam, 

’Till flafh the fpiendors of th’ imperial dome* 

The portals, burfl at once their polifh’d wood. 
The rich hinge grating, wide expanded flood* 


f Subjoined to the inftance of love-wjunftion in the mandate- 
of Oenomnus to the fuitors of Hippodamia, we here receive 
another fimilar challenge in the perfon of Atalantaj the lat¬ 
ter was deftined to be the wife of him, whofe fpeed of foot 
exceeded her own. If the fall of Oenornaiis be, as ufually in¬ 
terpreted, refolvable into a bribe, the fall of Hippomanes** 
golden fruit feems more evidently to vindicate fuch interpre¬ 
tation. Jafon, whofe amours were ever fubfet vient to his he¬ 
roic difpofition, could not fo readily engage in the contefl 
with this virgin, being as little capable of relilhing death, 39 
our modern amoratos, in the caufe of a miftrefs. However, 

though he loll a wife, he obtained his fafety by walking off. 

She, 



APOLLONIUS. 


no 

She, the fair * legate, on her feat reclin’d 
Its radiance darting round, with hafte confign’d. 
Led thro* the portico the warrior prize ; 

The queen glanc’d fidelong her impatient eyes \ 
Soft crimfon blufhing o'er her velvet cheeks. 

Till placid comfort thus indulgence fpeaks. 

** Why from our walls fo far thy fullen holt ? 
cc No man with iron fceptre rules the coaft; 

Sucb 9 lord of Thracians continental reign, 

“ Ploughs the rude foil, and reaps the golden grain j 

** Free to thy thoughts my faithful voice difplays 
“ Eachftorm, that tofs’d our horror-glooming days« 
(C Ere while my fire his fubjefl realm poffefs’d, 
cc When curs’d ambition fpur’d the Thracian breafi; 
u (How, as their lands, their fouls oppos’d to ours!) 
<c Their fleet collected, with refifllefs^powVs 
w Our flocks they ravage, and the virgin fpoil 

gi Condemn to exile in this diftant foil, 

u So Cytherea’s counfel fway’d, who fills 

<€ The meafur’d heap of heart-o’erbearing ills* 

<c Loos’d their foul hate, and madden’d into rage, 
cc Far, far they forc’d the bloom of bridal age. 

<c And (ihame to worth!) the wretches, as their right 
u Wooe to their arms, their captives of the fight. 

<c Long, long we fuffer, wiihful to control 
u The guilt, too firmly rooted in their foul; 

* Called by the text Iphinoe, the fenfibility of Hypfipyle 
on the firft view of Jafon is finely touched. 


Their 
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cc Their talk to double ev’ry weight of woe ; 

« Ev’n ’mid their inmoft domes, the public (how, 

<c Each child of wedlock viiftim of difgrace, 

« While blufhing honors deck the ftol’n embrace. 

« Hence virgins, matrons, widows (fatal fcorn !) 

“ Stalk o’er the ftreets negle&ed, and. forlorn; 

« Hence* the fond father (father now no more!'), 
u Seeks not thy peace, lov’d daughter, to reftore » 
m Beholds the ftepdame, nor reverts his view, 

“ Her jealous fpite ’gainft innocence renew j. 

“ Hence filial honor (lumbers o’er the dart 
“ By infult level’d at a mother’s heart l 
<t Hence not a fitter boaffs a fitter's love ! 

“ The captives’ fmiles alone to tranfport move : 

•t With thefe fweet partners of domeftic joy 
« In choirs, in feafts, in converfe, their employ. 

« Some PowV at hft in pity to our dread 

“ O’er All a courage more than female (hed ; 

“ Taught us at once, infpir’d by vift’ry's tide, 

u To banilh from our coafts the Thracian pride ; 

« Tune them to wifdom’s lore, or give to fweep, 

“ Blefs’d with the captive fair, the diftant deep. 

« At once they f queftion, what the lov’d remains 
« Of infants male; then feek the Thracian plains 

» Mean time the father, (father now no more!) 

Dryd. Virg. iEneid. x. 

t This queftion is of ancient date in its original. Pharaoh 
attempted a definition of Ifraelitifh male infants 5 which was 

efftwlually retorted upon his. own people. 


“ Cloth’A 
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44 ClofchM in eternal fnow—-but thou increafe 

44 With us the riches of domeftic peace ; 

€c To us a willing habitant, here lead 

44 Thy lifgy ere while thy claim my father’s meed ! 

“ Nor cenfure waits the land, whofe fertil fmiles 

46 Befpeak the fairefl of ^Sgean ifles. 

44 Go then ! and bid thy cheerful hoft attend 

# 

4C A voice, that fpeaks the welcome of a friend ! 

44 Such guefts are fuited to our city’s (how.” 

She ends !—and veils the llaughter of the foe I 
To Her the chief! 44 Oh.! lib’ral to our v/ants, 

44 Spontaneous fuccor whofe indulgence grants, 

44 Accept my thanks ! my train, oh ! royal maid, 

€C Shall court the proffer of thy boon difplay’d ; 

44 My glad return I hafte! be thine the boaft 
44 Of fov reign fway, to blefs a fubje£l coaft ! 

44 Deem not, the ftate faftidious I refign ! 

44 But ah ! the battle’s bloody toils are mine \ 9 ’ 

He faid, and gently grafp’d her yielding hand ; 
Then rifes to addrefs his native band. 

Faft by his fide the virgin-crowds around 

In myriads prefs, 2nd roufe the plaufive found, 

Ev’n thro 5 the gates ; then fmiling fought the Ihore 
Whirl’d by the cars, and fpread the lavifh ftore.— 
Faithful the warrior points each accent’s grace, 
That beams reflefled from the roval face ; 

4 9 

Each flrain, whofe hofpitable mufic greets : 

Their bofoms pant to fhare the lovely feats. 


Soft 
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£ Soft Venus woes the fubtle god of fire j 
They feel the thrilling tumults of defire : 

Your wifli, ye pair celeftial, man reftor’d, 

To diftant ages happier Lemnos’ lord . 

To the bright palace Jafon fpeeds his wayj 

The hoft, at will, irregularly ftray. 

None abfent, but Alcides $ at his fide 
Frown’d the ftern few, lov’d Argo all their pride! 
Around, loud pleafure to th’ invited throng 
Yields the rich feaft, and trills the rapt’rous fong j 
In od’rous volumes lufcious incenfe tow’rs, 

Your altars fmoke, ye everlafting Pow’rs; 

Thine chief, oh ! god of flame, and, Venus, thine ! 
Soft mufic cheers, and vi&ims load the fhrine.—« 

4 

From day to day the ling’ring lovers toy, 

And ftill had trod the filken round of joy, 

But ftern Alcides from th’ entrancing fair, 

Thus boldly chiding, wins the warriors’ care. 
u Flufh’d with your country’s blood the gen’rous vein, 
“ Each native beauty can your fouls difdain ? 

u Will alien wedlock grace the wand’rer’s toil, 

“ Here fix'd + the peafant flaves of Lemnos’ foil ? 

<c How 

* This line evinces the genuine conftru&ion of Lemnos 
confidered as the place dedicated to Vulcan, merely on the idea 
of Grecian mythology; for the origin of this deity lies in 
more profound antiquity. Lemnos, from its fupply of iron, 
was a peculiar objeft of heroifm: 

f a \7tdy,v in the original, applied to apoc-iv, ftri&Iy intimates 
a foil, which, from its extreme poverty, neceffarily requires 

I a fu- 
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“ How blur’d the fading ray of glory’s charms* 

<e Thus fetter’d virtue in a ftranger’s arms ! 
cc What god will liften, while our pray’rs increafe, 
Cc Pray’rs for the triumph of yon golden fleece ? 

<c Retire we to our homes ! leave (rich delight!) 
cc J His day to riot, and to lull his night, 
cc Till Lemnos vaunt the loves’ prolific fhame; 

€C Thus fhall he reap the laurel’d wreath of fame 

So fneer’d the cenfor ! fearful of reply 

Not one faint voice was heard, or rais'd an eye ! 

AH from the council rufli, ingenuous halte ! 

Their ftep, appriz’d, th’ enamor'd Lemnians trac’d, 

* 

As wanton bees, when vernal treafures blow, 

Lend their foft murmurs to the lily’s fnow. 

Far from the cavern’d hive their chorus lead. 

And wake to induftry the dewy mead; 

Cheer’d by each flow’r,from fweet to fweet they wing ; 

So pour the Lemnians, as the warriors fpring. 
Their arms embracing, as their voice laments. 
Each all her wretchednefs of anguifti vents; 

The gods with ecftacy their vows implore, 

To fpeed the chiefs’ return to Lemnos' fliore, 

a fuperior exertion of hulbandry to its cultivation. From 
fuch conftnnEtfon, the degraded condition of the Argonauts* 
if eftabliOied at Lemnos, is more forcibly exprefled. 

1 There is a fovereign portion of contempt in the omifiion 
of Jafon’s name, and of his filiation as chief of the adfen* 
turers. 

The 
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The fame thy pious zeal, thou royal breaft ! 

* 

Snatch’d to her own the warrior’s hand Jhe prefs’d ; 
Tears, for the man fhe loves, burft from her eyes: 
« Hero, farewell! and may the fleecy prize 

6 (Ye pow'rs, hitnfelf be fafe j and fafe his hoft !) 
c Snatch’d to the f tyrant king its conqueror boaft ! 
c Joy to thy wilhes, to thy will fuccefs! 
c Thy fmile the fceptre of my father blefs, 

‘ If once, while glory waits thy fair return, 

{ If once again thy heart for Lemnos burn !—* 

c True! other cities myriad hofts may yield! 

c Yet rather may'ft thou wifh our Lemnian field! 

c This the blefs’d prefage of my foul! for thee, 
c Oh! chief, where’er thou art, remember me ! 

‘ Yet fpeak ! what mandate fhall my cares employ ? 
6 Perhaps J fome in fant pledge may crown our joy!”—■ 

Thus, much-admiring Jafon ! cc May the pow’rs, 

c And fate propitious gild the troubled hours! 

6 But thou may’ft * higher deem’ of Jafon s mind, 

5 His the firft hope, by Pelias' grace refign’d, 
c His dear dear native earth, releas'd from toil; 

c Should billowy frowns forbid the Grecian foil, 
t Pelias. 

J Si quis mihi parvulus aula 
Luferit iEneas! Virgil. 

Is evidently borrowed from this fource ; the fimplicity of the 
Greek and the artful conduft of the Roman are a national 
contrail. See Crit. Eflays, p. 215, izmo. Ridley, 1770, where 
an attempt is made by the editor to juftify the latter. 

I 2 “ If 
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ct If thine a fon to foothe the mother’s care, 
cc His youth’s calm morning breathe Jolcos’ air y 
cc Well may his fmiles a parent’s look engage, 
c6 If bis to vifit their laft dregs of age ! 

cc Beneath no tyrants s roof his curfe to moan, 
ec The faithful fubjeft bail him to his own !” 

He ends ! and climbs, the foremoft, Argo’s fide j 
The refl impatient rufh to glory’s tide j 
Rang’d in their feats they grafp the willing oar* 
Unchain’d each cable from the rocky fliore: 

At once the waves the Jiubborn fir obey ; 

And refcu’d valor wings the liquid way.—-- 

% 

Now ev’ning fhades prevail ! at Orpheus’ nod 
Eleftra’s furge their anchor’d veffel rod ; 

* TV initiate hoft a Jacred leffon awes. 

Inviolate to keep religion’s laws 

Secure 

# Eleclra, daughter of Atlas, feems to have inflituted thefe 
religious ceremonies to the honor of Ceres, or Proferpine j 
fuch rites are recorded by hiftory to have been devoted alike 
to mother and daughter. From the exceeding caution of 
the poet as to'filence on their fubjeft, and from the perfonages 
(Di or Des l'ncoise) /ome magical operations may have con- 
ffituted thefe offerings of enthufiafm, dedicated to the manes 
of the dead : Samothrace, like its neighbour Lemnos, and the 
contiguous i/les, was the refidence of barbarifm, and there¬ 
fore the rank nurfery of fuperftition. Thus far we may con¬ 
clude from the defeription of them in Apollonius at the pe¬ 
riod to which he alludes. The Grecians are well known to 
hare copied fuch royfterious vagaries from Egyptian origi¬ 
nals, tthich J therefore prefume to have been funereal tri¬ 
butes j but what the inyfteries tbemfelves were, as the poets 

pro- 
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Secure thro’ life, as rolling o’er the deep, 

No guilt to varnifli, and no wreck to weep ! 

Thou, filence, check the theme ! ye moments, hail. 

That bJe/s a purer ifle ! ye pow’rs, who veil 

The folemn miftYies in impervious night ! 

Truths, by the Mufe ne’er blazing to the fight !— 
Loud da(h the oars, and urge their labor’d force 
Wide o’er the dark-brow’d ocean’s diftant courfe ; 

pronounced it criminal to paint them, fo were they from the 
drift injunftions to their feleft votarie?, diftinguilhed by in¬ 
violable fecrecy. A date after death, the with of which is in¬ 
herent in human nature, has given rife to raoft favage facri- 
fices in the earlielt idolaters interfperfed throughout the 
world, or to a moft wbimfical fullenefs of uninterrupted 
filence > as reprefented in the delineations of more recent 
voyagers. That human immolations were confecrated to 

Ceres, is familiarly laid before us by the pens of antiquity ; 
this mull have been the confequence of inveterate barbarifml 
and hence may have fprung the fable of Proferpine’s (her 
daughter’s) queenlhip in the regions of the dead. Thefe 
immolations might have owed their birth to the nature of 
thole benefits, the gifts of Ceres, to mankind. To the fuller 
enjoyment of her benefits by man, the ufe of beads to con¬ 
vey the produce of the earth into fecure repofitories, as they' 
were in the firft indance employed to bring the land itfelf into 
a condition of fertility, was effentially requifite. To offer up 
thefe beads, as viftims to the goddefs of plenty, had been little 
lefs than to obdruft her diffufion of its bleflings ,* and, as 
man was fupported by her benign interpofition through Ufe, 
it was no wonder, that the untutored rambles of the mind 
fliould urge the propriety of his fubmiffion to the more per¬ 
fect veneration of his benefa&refs, even to their death. 

I 3 
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Here frown the chilling frofts o’er Tbracia’s band ; 

* 

Oppofing Imbrus fpreads her onward land ; 

When fainter Phoebus fmiles a parting beam. 

They mark thee deep-proje&ing to the ftream, 
Scarce not an ifle, fair Cherfonefe, thy plain } 
—Hark ! fudden Aufter leads the bluftring train ! 

The fwelling canvas groans beneath the blaft ; 

. Swift to thy ftrait, Hern Hellefpont, they pafs’d. 
Where farther Ocean heaves; when dawns the day, 
Thro’ This up-borne they plough their rapid way; 
Night low’rs her brow, thro’ that in Rhseta’s arms 
They gaze o’er Ida’s neighborhood of charms *V- 

Thy realm they leave, oh ! Dardanus, and greet 
The foft Abydos, and Percota’s feat; 

Th* Abarnian coaft, where fands innum’rous fhine ; 
Nor ling’ring wooe the circling fcenes divine f. 

Ere night the bark wide-tofs’d, a various toil. 

Heeds not the eddying whirl-pool’s giddy boil. 

• The literal conflruflion runs: they entered the ftraits of 
tfce Hellefpont.. The fea at one entrance whereof they 
quitted in the morning, and at night failed through the others 
and got towards the Ihore of Rhstia 5 having the land of Ida 
on the right. 

f Phyxa is here intended by the original $ this city after¬ 
wards took the name of Lampfacus. It was fituated in the 
vicinity of Troy, and boafts a cbara&eriftic fertility. The 

Greek adventurers we may obferve to have now pafied from 
Europe to AGa. 


An 
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An ifle there ftands, whofe hight o’er-rules the main, 
Stretch’d to the wave, nor far from Phrygia’s plain j 

There Ifthmus’ fteep, low*bending to the vale. 
Echoes the continent’s hiftoric tale $ 

Ifthmus, whofe {hores a two-fold entrance fpread 
Faft by the calm iEfepus’ filver bed, 

Where Artflos* mountain towers belov’d of fame, 
Whofe cloud-wrap’d brow a race of giants claim, 
tfheirs fallen inAiJt, fiercenefs uncontrol’d I 
Unwieldy forms, portentous to behold ! 

Six flubborn hands, with talons arm’d, depend ; 

Two, where the fhoulders’ brawny mufcles bend ; 

The reft, befow’, arranged in g rizly pride, 

Add the rude horrors of each brazen fide*. 

O’er 


* I will not affert that thefe fabrics are pofitively borrowed 
from our fcriptural Goliah ,* but we may refleft, that fome 
excrefcencies of nature abounded in the latter. Let us 
hear, however, the character of thefe favages of Grecian 
enthufiafm from our author’s fcholiaft, who acquaints us in 

his difeuflion of the word yjiyim?, that they fought again ft 
Hercules, according to Herodorus, and that they inhabited 
the iftand Cyzicus. In thefe monfters we may find a (Inking 
refemblance with the perfons and chara&ers of the Philif- 
tines; and in many other inftances it is remarkable, that the 
perverfion of the holy writings by heathen imagination is 
more clofely copied from thofe outlines, than the fanciful 
tafte of infidelity has ufualiy thought proper to admit; and 
where the accounts are perverted, the alteration never 
fails to produce an argument in favor of the true religion ; 
though fuch fantaftic pi&ures are exhibited in the profane^ 
that it lofes fight of every remeteft idea annexed to any religion . 

14 The 
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O’er Iftbmus’ murmurs, and its circling fields, 

* More human warriors rear their lordly fhields, 
Great Aineus’ offspring fvray’d the fubjedt earth, 
Thy daughter, fond Euforus, crown’d his birth : 
Their dread no giants terrible of ire ; 

Thou pow’r of ocean, check’ll the menacd fire. 

Thee their high fource the hofts of Ifthmus know !— 

% 

Here Argos anchor drops; while keener blow 
The Thracian gales $ and here, oh ! beauteous port, 
Thy fmiles the wand’rers to its fhelter court j 
The forte its fetter, fuch was Tiphys’ mind, 

Yields to the bark, the warrior train refign’d 

To foft Artacia’s fount; there cautious thought 
Of firm refilling weight a larger fought; 

The lajl in future hours Ionia’s race, 

Aw’d by thy oracle’s unerring grace, 

Great orb of day, (thou, goddefs, claim’ft thy right) 
Fix’d, where the f fane Jafonian tow’rs to fight,— 

The giants of both reprefentations are alike infamous for 
a fpirit of oppreflion, from their confcious fuperiority of 
ftrength; and for. that of impiety, from a forwardnefs to 
attribute every exertion to their own abilities, defiant of the 
deity, from whom they proceeded in the fcriptural truth of 

repreMentation, and ot the multiplex idols of polytheifm, 
when we argue from the fallacy of heathenifm. 

• The Doliones in the text; inhabitants of the country 
contiguous to the Cherfonefus. 

+ The temple of Minerva, ere&ed to that goddefs by the 
Argonautic chief. 


The 
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The crowd, condufted by their fov’reign’s hand, 
Enquire the bark, that rod the native ftrand. 

What country triumph’d in the venturous hoft j 
Then welcome points her hofpitable coaft. 

+ Their wi(h, that iffuing on in oary flate 
The faithful halfers reach’d the city-gate; 

There to the god, whofe fav’ring fmiles attend. 
When fea-worn mariners to ftiore defcend, 

They rear the votive fhrine ; each bofom’s care 
Faft by the rolling furge the ritual pray’r. 

The monarch pour’d the fparkling fweets of wine ; 
Nor grudg’d his fleecy flock, or lowing kine ; 
Forewarned a royal gentlenefs to prove 

By each endearing mark of focial love. 

‘ Such be the ftranger’s lot, whofe courfe from far 
4 Thy fuccor fues! but heed the voice of war!’ 
Scarce ftreak’d his manhood with the rifing down. 
No infants fmile, beft jewels of a crown ; 

No pangs maternal yet the bride opprefs’d, 

Fair Clite, fpotlefs partner of his breaft \ 

Merops, thy joy the lovely trefled maid, 

Her fplendid treafures with her charms difplay’d, 
The royal fuitor from her guardian home 
Bore to the honors of his neighb’ring dome. 

At virtue’s call awhile the fweets of life, 

The placid converfe of a foothing wife 5 

t This is applied to the Argonauts. 

Kind 
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Kind he fufpends, unconfcious of a fear. 

And fills the feftal board with focial cheer. 

Mutual th’ enquiry flows; “ Whence, heroes, fpring 
Thefe toils of ocean ? whence, thou fallen king , 

45 Thofe wtid'rlng mandates ?” kindling in return 

To know the wide extended fhores they burn ; 
Though iEneus’ offspring ope the curious lore, 

Their wifli infatiate ftill, they pant for more. 
Aurora wakes; they climb the mountain’s fide. 

And ocean’s length of winding fpace defcry’d ; 

The reft the veffel from her billowy port 
Launch, nor forfake fo late their lov'd refort , 

Till from their Jafon nam’d the vent’rous courfe.— 
Loud clam’ring from the beach with headlong force 
Thy pafs the race of giants, Clytus, block; 

Clos’d as the huntfman’s lair; the chain, a rock.— 
Meanwhile Alcides, thoughtlefs of the bark, 
Whirls the keen points, that err not from their mark. 
Wing’d from the founding bow ; a youthful train 
Attendant, many a monfter ftrews the plain ; 

The fons of .horror from the towYmg coaft 

Heave the rent tone's rude fragment; ruthlefs holt, 

Indignant Juno nurs’d vour cradled might. 


And rous’d portentous to th’ Herculean fight. 
* The reft advancing with avenging ire. 


Ere to the bights the giant fteps afpire, 


' From Mount Dindymus. 


Auxi- 
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Auxiliar fpring, Alcides flames in arms; 

Forth fly the whizzing darts, the fpear’s alarms: 
Death’s iron footftep treads deflruciion’s round ; 
Each length enormous thunders to the ground. 

As when the woodman fells a lordly oak , 

Each branch difmembered by the fweepy ftroke. 
The proftrate foreft, hurry’d to the tide, 

Opes to the wedge, that fliakes its yielding pride ; 

' Thus the huge corfes, a confufion wild, 

O’er the chok’d confines of the port are pil’d. 

Sunk in the briny furge the head, the breaft. 

Their feet, above, the verdant margin prefs’d ; 

Or while the fands reveal the breaft, the head, 
Their feet lay bury’d in the vvat’ry bed : 

Alike to fifties, and to birds a prey. 

—•Not thus forgot the terrors of the day. 

The viflor fleeps ! He marks the profp’rous gale, 
Bends the ftout cable, and renews the fail — 

To Phoebus’ beam expands the canvas’ force • 
When hovers Night, the breeze’s changeling courfo 
Leads cidverfe on the Itormv train of clouds ■, 

Wide erring from the track the whiTf/mg fhrowds « 
Again their view the genial beach, they lov’d. 

Through night the hoft their Jate af/jum prov’d 5 

Evn noiv of facred name the rock renown’d. 
Firm to whofe fide the halfer’s grafp they bound. 


Yet 
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Yet wander’d forth the ftep’s uncertain care; 
Unknown the country, and its flation where ; 

Nor knew the native train, to fliades refigned, 
The friend returned ; fufpicions crowd the mind; 
Unhappy thought! c the ftern Macrenfian band 
c Borne on Pelafgia’s fleet invade the ftrand !’ 
cc Arms, arms/’ the cry ! at once they rufli to arms; 
Around, they fwell the temped of alarms ; 

£pearc/aflFdwith fpear, and fhield encumber’d fliicld ; 
With mutual fury burns th’ embattled field. 

(Such thro’ the wither'd Ihrubs th’impetuous fire !) 

Defpair in tumult fpreads the native ire. 

Nor thine , oh ! fon of JEneus, crufh’d in light, 

The dome’s rich fplendor, or the foft delight 
Of fpcufal love ! how vain thy menac’d dart ? 
Unnerring Jaion flrikes thee to the heart. 

The bread’s-flrong bone gapes to his thirfly fpear j 
Clos’d on the barren fands thy day’s career 5 
Death gives the flroke, no human with may fly ; 
Heav’d o’er the dead ramparts on ramparts lie 
Impaflable ! oh! hard to meet thy doom, 

Thyfelf and comrades pris’ncrs of the tomb, 

From thofe ye little fear’d ! thy vi£lor hour, 
Alcides, levels * two ! Acaflus’ povv’r 

Its 

* Tbe original recording an accurate return of dead and 
•mounded fpeeiiies, that Hercules deftroyed two adverfanes, 

Telecles and Megabrontcs the latter a name of broader 

found, 
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Its victim knows5 thine, Peleus, two-fold fame! 
Nor bloodlefs, Telamon, thy jav’lin's aim. 

One hero Idas, one bold Clytius flew; 

The twins of Tind’rus, each his man purfue, 
iEnides crufh’d Itymoneus the brave \ 

Nor all the honors of his country fave, 

Friend to the warriors of the well fought field. 

That dauntlefs arm y the ftandard’s guardian fliield. 

found, which would confer celebrity upon a German cam. 

pajgn of deflation, Acaftus was contented with his man, 

• this (ingle arm to thine f the man was Sphrodis. Peleus 
mattered *Le\ys and Gephyri*} and Telamon dew BaftVeus* 

The more the prefent uncircurnffanria/ lilt of Grecian at- 
chievements is contemplated, the more we may reflect upon 
Virgil, as an intentional copyift of Apollonius; intentional, 

probably, that he might more effc£hi 3 ]ly induce the regard 
of his reader from that more animated, and lefs imitable line 
(lefs imitable without that fervility, which the Mantuan 
efteemed unbecoming and difgraceful!) pointed out by 
Homer in his various dances of death, delineated through 
the Iliad. The truth is, that the Rhodian calmnefs of fce- 
nery was better difpofed to the inclination and temper of 
Virgil, than the more a£\ve and boifterous reprefentations, 
fo adapted to the times, and, almoft a neceffary confluence, 
to the genius of the Mjeonian mufe. The refidue of murder¬ 
ous fcenery runs literally thus ; Idas killed Promeus; Clythius 
Hew Hyacinthus; the twin-brothers deftroyed Megallofocas 
and Phlogius ; and, to finilh the unmutilated Gazette, iEnides, 
by whom Itymoneus l)ad already perUhed, devoted Artaces, 

the ftandard-beater. Such is the clofe of this pi&ure of ca- 
taftrophes, taken from the journal* of a Grecian. Ihughter- 
lioufe ! 
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See ! others crouch, pale trembling to the foe. 

As doves, when threats the hawk’s defcending blow: 
Wide thro’ the city mingled tumults burn. 

And all the horrors of the war return. 

When dawn awakes, they mark deftrudion’s fpoil. 
Each mourns th’ irreparable fcene of toil ; 

O’er Minyas’ heroes filent anguifh reigns. 

Fixed on the youthful monarch’s drear remains, 
Roll’d in the dull, and reeking with his gore. 
Three days they figh’d, they wept, their trefles tore. 
Leagu’d with the native hofts ; a meafur’d round 
Incompafs’d twice, they rear the facred mound; 
With clank of brazen arms the rites command. 
And (fuch the Jaws!) infpire the dauntlefs band 
On valor’s field the votive games to try : 

The turf ftill heaves, and claims a future figh !—• 
Nor long the bride *, of all flie lov’d bereft, 

Felt to her hours one ray of comfort left, 
f A deeper channel op’d for forrow’s tide, 

Fail: to her neck the fatal noofe Ihe ty’d. 

Each 

4 Of ail I valu'd, all I lov’d bereft, 

Say, has my foul this little comfort left ? 

Dodfl. Coll, of Poems, vol. i. 


f ■ . ■ who/e cheek beftrewM with refes know 

No channel for the tide of tears. 

Mr. Mafon's Ode to Melancholy. 

Th;s is an sxpreffion exquisitely poetical. 

The Jones, fucceffors to the Doiicnes, or, perhaps. .1 co 

’cnj c: emigrants intermixed with the ancient inhabitants of 

Isalionia. 
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Each wood-nymph, echo to the notes of woe, 
Pours the fad tribute’s confecrating flow ; 

Chang'd to a filver fount the tears declare 
Thy name, illuftrious victim of defpair. 

Oh ! day of clouds, by lowering Jove difplay'd. 
That frown’d with horror o'er the Dolian maid. 
O’er Dolian fwains ; no fcantier meal's relief! 

So long the period of unbounded grief, 

The bufy duties of the mill forgot: 

Food unprepar d life’s health deftroying lot ! 
Thence, each revolving year, with pious ftate 
When cuftom'd off'rings mix the feftal cate. 
The* myriad habitants, nutritious hour, 

Yield to the public mill thegran’ry’s humbler (howV 

Twelve 

Dolionia, the capital of which in thofe lefs early times was 
called Cyzicus, from the king of the place (lain by Jafon. Juf- 
tice may feem to have required a more fparing revenge againlt 
the perfon of this king, whom we naturally could have wifbed 
to fave, as a proper recompence of that benevolent difpofition, 
by which he was influenced in his earliefl intercourfe with 
thefe ftrangersj particularly as no violation of liofpitality 
could be imputed to the king and his people, who apprehend¬ 
ed not the return of the Argonauts, as the latter, on their 
part, knew not, mwhofe dominions they had landed j but the 
poet to appearance adopted this conduct to introduce the 

mythological metamorpho/Js, with which the adventure con¬ 

cludes. 

* This cuftom of the Dolopians to bring their bran to, and 
bake their bread (0 compofed in the public mills, items not 
only to have arifen from an order given them to celebrate the 
anniverfary of the melancholy event above defcribed; but 

like- 
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Twelvedays, twelve nights, the blacken’d Jky deforms. 
Foe to their courfe, old ocean with its ftorms; 

The 

likewife from the political motive, which occafioned them to 
bear continually in mind the general difirefs experienced from 
that cataftrophe j and thereby to prevent its repetition by a 
fimilar fupinenefs of public attention. Upon the unhappy, 
and in our eyes, diftionorable exit of the queen, it may not 
be inconfiftent to remark, that a clofe of life, wrefted by fui- 
dde from the hand of nature, was rather complimented as 
an inliance of diftinguifbed refolution by the ancients; fupe- 
rior characters, fovereigns, patriots, and philofophers, being 
more ufually reprefented to have indulged it. Indeed, the 
a ft of fuicide was, in the female Une % limited to the nooie. 
The cbafte Virgil has exhibited two examples, which might 
eafily have been altered to other modes of death, more unex¬ 
ceptionable in our refined ideas. That fuicide in general 
fhould be by no means reprobated among heathens is no 
matter of furprize. Every fiage of life was an indulgence cf 
fome tumultuous, or diforderly paffion. Government was 
little more than licenfed anarchy, patriotifm than fedition, 
and phiiofophy than oftentation. Reafon muft have been an 
uncertain clue through fuch a labyrinth of error; and for re¬ 
ligion, they had none, that merited the title. 

But what (to fpeak the truth !) was their extravagant en- 
thufiafm for war,.by them pronounced heroifm, but a fpirit 
cf fuicide in difguife ; an ambition either to execute deftruc- 
tion upon others, or to bring it upon themfclves. Predeflina- 
tior. is a leading principle of pagan conduct, eltablifiied among 
nations, whole governments are founded upon martial bar- 
b2rifm. From Paganifm to Mahommedilm we find it to be the 
cafe. One particular rtmains to be considered ; Virgil’s Dido 
deftioys herftlf through difappointment; too generally expe¬ 
rienced by mankind from the prevalence of ungoverned pafiion. 
A mat a is feized with frenzy before (he turns fuicide. But the 
queen in Apollonius fceras aftuated by no fuch violence* 
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The night defcends! foft {lumber o’er the breaft 
Of ev’ry warrior Iheds the dew of feft ; 

Stretch’d 

Thefe actions were not always produced by the more boil* 
terous efforts of diftraftion ; they are as frequently the rtf- 
fult of feemingly fedate defpair; whofe filence is the eloquence 
of a fuffering heart. The conduit of the lad virtuous delin* 
quent (if fo favorable an epithet may be allowed !) reminds 
us of the favage cudom, which requires the fpontaneoiis fa- 
crifice of a wife at the grave of her dectfafed hufband $ as if 
adopted by weftern, no lefs than eaftern regions f. 

When we more minutely confidei* the clofe of life affixed 
by the Greek and the Roman his copyift to their refpec- 
tive heroinest the occafion of fuch cataftrophtf may be deduced 
from the hiftorical ideas of the t*wo poets. Virgil may btf 
more dire&ly afcertained to have intentionally reprefented thtf 
fuicide of Dido and Amata, in a light difhonorable to the 
mode of death, which they fele&ed. The firft was at Car¬ 
thaginian j her dependents had been, even to the remembranctf 
of the poet’s days, which felt for their triumphs over Romaii 
valor, fcourges of his country. * The Pontifical Books/ as 
Servius acquaints us, * denied burial to thofe who had been 
* guilty of fuicide / a-certain proof of its enormity in the opi¬ 
nion of Romans, • Caflius/ that excellent critic continues, 
‘reprefentsTarquin the Proud, when, in confequence of his 
1 compelling the people to work at the pubtic drains, many in- 
‘ fiances occurred of their hanging themfelves, to have ordered 

f As a contrail to fuch inglorious practices, the reader is 
recommended to the refolute patience under compelled felf- 
banifhment, defcribed with fuch pathetic elegance by a late 
deceafed writer of peculiar fenfibility : whole families are pic¬ 
tured upon the point of leaving for ever their native country. 
The hulbands clofe the melancholy train 

* In all the decent majefty of grief/ 

Defer ted Pillage- 

A comfoption more diftinguifhed by poetry, than derived 
from truth. 


K 


* their 
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Stretch’d o’er the couch they lay; thy fix’d employ 
With him, Acaftus, a fond father’s joy, 

* To guard the boft’s repofe ! to fudden view 

O’er Jafon’s radiant head the Halcyon flew > 

Well-omen’d augur of the flmller ftrain, 

O 7 

Who fpeak’ft th’ oppofing wind’s fufpended reign \ 

9 their bodies to be fixed to a crofs ; the mod ignominious form 

* of execution, as we well know from a far more valuable au* 

4 thorny, in pra&ife among the Romans of lefs early days/ 

‘ Then,’ concludes Cafliu?, * was it firfi efteemed fhameful to 

* commit filicide.’ He means in courfe, among the Romans. 

‘ Nodura infbnnis Lethi trabe ne£lit ab alta,’ 
is the exprefiion of Virgil upon the death of Amata, mother 
of Lalinus, whole dominions iEneas is recorded to have en¬ 
tered (in defiance, oh 1 Roman, of all laws facred to huma¬ 
nity, but tbefe were not to be confronted with the urgent 
laws of policy!) and to have murdered his fubje&s with his 
betrothed fon in-law, for the purpofe of efpoufjng the daugh- 

terof‘thegood old king.’ This family having been dependents 
of Saturn, the fabled inhabitants of Italy in very ancient days, 
an hatred of them was necelfarily agreeable to a Roman poet, 
who not capable of erafing the prior ejiabhjbment from the me¬ 
mory of his countrymen was contented to relate an alliance 
of the latter with the former inhabitants of that region by a 
marriage of a Trojan , the poetical fource of the Roman line, 
with the danghter of a Latian king. May it not, however 
unable we are,' at this dfftant period, to deduce the biftorical 
fa 3 , be probable, that a ftigma was defigned to the chara&er 
of the Dolopian rel'iS , by the death, which he attributes her 
to have urged upon herfelf ? The Dolopians might nearly, 
towards the days of our Grecian bard, have, in forae manner, 
jncor'd the refentment of his country. We know, however, 
that the fuicideof Cato was applauded by the Romans; by 
thofe of his own difconfolate party, no doubt; but whether by 

tbofe of the prevailing defpotifm, and its adherents, may be 
greatly queftioned. 

* Mopfus, fon of Arapfycus. 
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Prophetic Mopfus caught the fav’ring lore. 

And hail’d the focial bird, that wooes the fliore. 
Again the * goddefs urg’d the feather d hafte 
Full on the veflel’s head fublimel y plac'd. 

When thus, oh ! chief, whofe couch the fofter fleece. 
The feer exhorting bad thy (lumbers ceafe. 
ct Seek, child of iEfon, feek the hallow’d (hrine 
*< Of her, dread mother of the pow’rs divine, 

16 Where from her throne (he views the cloud-cap’d 

u brow 

u Of lhaggy Dindymus; be hers, thy vow ! 
u The roaring blafts (hall fink; the note I hear 
lt Of f Halcyon blefs’d, *tis mufic to my ear ! 

Perch’d 

* Minerva in the text commiflioned the fame bird to appear 
publicly before the Argonauts yet a fecond time, 

+ The Halcyon is here introduced with molt poetical ele¬ 
gance, as a fore runner ofdays more ferene, and of a more pros¬ 
perous voyage, than the late appearance of events teemed to 
promife $ which Cybele from her fuperiority of control over 
the temper of the deities divided into factions, to com¬ 
plete tile machinery of an heroic poem, is with confident fo- 
lemnity exhibited a3 a confirmation of the favorable omen 
offered by the Halcyon. I cannot deny myfelf the fatisfac- 
tion of iubmitting the fentiments of the enthufiaflic Cowley 
in his picture of this bird upon the fubjeft of tranquillity. 
The whole ftanza is fenfibility itfelf— the poetry of the heart. 

Sleep is a god too proud to wait in palaces, 

And yet fo humble too, as not to fcorn 
The meaneft country cottages; 

His poppy grows among the corn. 

The Halcyon fleep will never build his neft 
In any ftormy breaft; 

K * -Tii 
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iC Perch’d on the war riot’s head, while wrap’d in Deep, 
lc Herald of good lhe iffues from the deep. 
fC Parent of all ! whofe genial arms embrace^ 

<c Crown' dw ith thy fmiles earthy air, and ocean’s fpace, 
<c Fill the drear realms of everlafting (bade, 

“ And huge Olympus’ radiant feats pervade, 

M When from the mountain-hights thy itep afcends, 
<c Saturnian Jove with filial duty bends ; 

lc Thy looks of awe th’ailembJed godheads prove, 

<s Alike tby claim their rev’rence, and their love.”* 

He fpake ! the chiefs inkindled raptures hail 

(His couch forfaking !) the celeftial tale; 

Your fpeed arous’d, affoclate hoft, he greets ; 

His voice the truths of prophecy repeats. 

Frelh from the flail the lowing kine were led 
(The youths, their drivers !) to the mountain’s head} 

Loos’d from their facred rock their halfcrs’ force x 
To Thracia’s haven others ply their courfe; 

Spring from the bark, and prefs’d thefofPring ftrand, 
Refign the veflel to th’ affociate band.— 

At once the diftant bights, th * extremer Ikies 

* 

Of Thrace, as circling views, falute their eyes i 
Thy darkling mouth, huge Bofphorus ; thy pride, 
Myfia fublime; ALiepus* billowy tide, 

’Tis not enough, that he can find 
Clouds and darknefs in the mind ; 

Darknefs but half his work will do, 

*Tis not enough, he rauft find quiet too. 

Hor. B. Ill, Od. x. Imitated. 

That 
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That marks th’ oppofing coaft, NepeiVs foil. 

And X neighboring city greet the fons of toil. 

Nurs’d in the woods, the growth of with’ring years, 
A vine its folid ftem majeftic rears, 

It feels the axe’s weight a facred fcene, 

Stands the memdrial of the mountain’s queen ; 

When Argus’ ikill th’ adorning polifh Ihed, 

% 

Its feat the favage promontory’s head ; 

Screen’d by the btub, who/e tow’ring bights extend, 

While deep in earth its wayward roots defcend. 

On humbler ftone they fix their altar’s bafe, 

The oak’s rich foilage weaves its circling grace, 

Then pious wooe the facrifice’s care ; 

Th’ eternal mother lifts the votive pfay’r, 

Her native Phrygia’s tutelary pow’r ; 

And yours, ye * twins, the tribute’s ciofing ftrow’r !— 

Ye foie affociates of a mother’s ftate; f 

Sole of your train, and arbiters of fate, For 

\ This city U Adraftsea, as reprefented by Apollonius, 

# Titias and Cyllenus. 

t The fcholiaft treats us with the following circumftances con¬ 
cerning the Idret Da&yli, of whom Tinas and Cyilenus were the 
more immediate attendants upon, and affociates with Rhea j and 
facrifkes were at the fame time offered by the Mileiians to the 
three Calliftratus in his work concerning Heraclea calls Titias 
a native, fabled by fome to have been child of Jupiter j by 
others the elder fon of Marian'cfanus the Cimmerian. The 
former feem to lay a fuperior claim to credit, for Titias, to 
reconcile his receiving adoration jointly with the mother of 
the gods, muff have been concluded to have owed his defcent 
to a Deity: by him the reputation, and profperity of his coun¬ 
try were increafed. The Tdzei Da&yl-i were fifty-fix,’ and 

K 3 pofie/Ted 
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For fuch your boaft, in Cretaz Ida born. 

When in the dark Dicbean cave forlorn 

The nymph her load releas’d ; each anxious hand 

Grafp’d 'mid her throes CEaxis’ favor’d land *. 

Vows to the goddefs burfl: from Jafon’s foul, 
f Of winds, and waves each menace to control; 
The rich libation crowns the facred fire, 

Enthufiaft youths (fo Orpheus’ fmiles infpire!) 

Frifk to the Jmeafur’d notes, and dance in arms, 

Shields urg’d on falchions clafh the wide alarms; 

Ungrateful 

pofieffed as many virtues j they were {killed in pharmacy, and 
workers in metallic fubftances. The occafion of their appel¬ 
lation feems from Apollonius to have been the fabled exertion 
of the mother of Titias, and of bis companion in the agony of 
child birth. The whole is a romance complimentary of an¬ 
cient Crete, that favorite of Grecian mythology, and birth¬ 
place of Jupiter himfelf. 

* Thepiftureof this nymph (Anchiale) feems expreflive of 
her extreme anxiety, from her clafping, as it were, the region 
of Oeaxis with both her hands, to fecrete berfelf in that par¬ 
ticular fpotj a cuftom ufually adopted, according to the fcbo- 
lialf, by thofe women, who were brought (illegitimately in 
our comprehenfion, not ingiorioufly on the heathen idea) 

into the condition of child-bearing, when they removed them- 
felves, or were reifcoved by fome lafcivious divinitv, the au" 
tbor of their difhonor, to a retired lituation, at a diftance from 
their native country. 

■f In the original word (for as the text ufually has run 

Esyxtet; « vix lexicis reperiam*) I would comprehend the feveral 
forrounding difficulties, which this fupplication of our Argo- 
nautic chief was defigned to deprecate, not merely the tem¬ 
pers, over which {he may however be concluded to have pof- 
fefftd fupreme authority. 

J The dance intimated in the text feems to have been the 

Pyr- 
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Ungrateful tumult loads the troubled flcy, 

Still, ftill re echoing to the Dolian figh; 

The Phrygians hence propitious Rhea greet, 

6 

With cimbals tink’ling to the drum’s dead beat,— 
The folemn rites, dread goddefs, foothe thy breaft j 
Aufpicious omens well thy fmile atteft ; 

Each laughing tree expands its fruitful load, 
Spontaneous meads with vernal flowrets glow d ; 

The beaft forfakes the thickens midnight den, 

And tracks with joy the focial haunts of men % 

Her feriil wonders yet the goddefs (hows; 

O’er Dindymus’ proud height no ftreamlet flows j 
Lo! from its brow, a thirfty wafte no more, 

Burfts undiminifh’d the masand’ring- ftore ! 

Ere Jong the native ftofis the truth proclaim, 

And grace the living fount with Jafon’s name. j| 

On 


Pyrrhic dance j an eflential concomitant of religious cere¬ 
monies in ancient periods, as far as heathen inftitutions are 
concerned: a proof tli 3 t not even the oaftimcs, which pafa 
with ellahVilhed nations of modern refinement for recrea¬ 
tions ncceflary to unbend the mind from ferious pin fuits, weri 
originally fuch among idolatrous nations, wherein every ob- 

.e6t, as in Egypt, wore a religious afpeft. 

) 


\\ This defeription is a counterpart of thofe, by whieffother 
poets exprefs the hiftory of the golden age j but fhe'gdfden 
age is itfelf borrowed from a higher, and far mor^ valuable 
fource than that of hearhenifm. I mean n *t to infer that this 


*w f " j 

ace is pofitivelv intended by the poet’s reprefentatfon j feral 
may gather fome material refieftions from the powpiy 


'b 

W€ 
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On Ardos’ fteep the feftal board they rai/e ; 

The choral long awakes to Rhea’s praife. 

The tempefts links to reft ; Aurora’s fmile 
Bids the firm rowers quit the Dolian ifle; 

The generous hofts a rival zeal difplay. 

Zeal, who the laft refigns the labor’d day. 

Serenely bright th 5 setherial foftnefs reigns; 

Scarce waves the placid furge o’er ocean’s plains j 

Cheer’d by the lovely fcene redoubled force 
Drives the wing’d veffeFs animated courfe ; 

How baffled, as it Ikims the watery wafte, 
Neptune, thy pinion-footed couriers’ bafte ! 

Swell’d by the roaring blaft the billows heave 3 
Who proudly rode beneath the ftar of eve 
The glaffy. deep, their ftubburn toil fufpend. 

—While yet their arms each forceful oar extend. 
With ftrnggling hand uprear’d Alcides flood. 

And lhakes firm Argo’s well-compaded wood. 

Now far~fpre ad Myfia feafts their longing fight 1 

Beyond AEgeon’s monumental hight, 

Beyond the river’s neighb’ring mouth they bore, 
Gazing the fcenes intent from Phrygia’s Ihore. 

which is in the prefent paiTage affixed to Cybele, parent of the 
falfe gods, when compared with thofe occafional inftances of 
preternatural exertions, difplayed in the fcriptural evidences 
by the one true God, it furely may not with candor be alleged, 

that the derivation of the profane from the facred exhibi¬ 
tion. is improperly adapted to the poetical laudfcape of Apollo¬ 
nius* 


The 
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The hero yet divides the furrow’d wave ; 

/ / » 

The trait’rous oar burfts fhort; a part to fave. 

He grafps with either hand the fragment’s fize. 

And falls oblique; the reft remains a prize 
To Ocean’s refluent tide ; in filence round 
He fcoul’d, and once from toil a refpite found *. 

’Twas at the hour, when joyful to their homef 
From work the delver, and the ploughman roam; 
Low at the threfhold, anxious for a meal, 

Weak with fatigue each half-defcends to kneel. 
Parch’d with the duft the hard-worn hand he fees, 
And loaths the hunger, he can ne’er appeafe : 

'Twas at this hour, Ciania’s tow'ring walls 

Girt by the mountain from whofe bofoni falls 

Thy ftream, fair Cios, where thou woo’ft the main, 
View’d and receiv’d with hofpitable ftrain 

* There is fomething of a comic fpirit in this picture of 
difappointed Hercules \ who may befuppofed to have brook'd 
even the flighted: fltuation of difcredit, as little as that of in¬ 
voluntary quiet. His fall muft have been equal in his idea to 
a defeat. I cannot conclude Virgil to have been altogether a* 
iuccefsful in the farcical exhibition of the harmlefs Memetes, 
who certainly fupplied jocularity to the fpe&ators at too un- 
reafonable an expence. 

f This rural pi&ure of humble poverty, though intendedly 
appoflte to the enfuing defcription of the Argonauts, evidently 
potfefies rather a Up direct refemblance. The fupply of tlic 
heroes by the My flans with every provision they could with may 
not be congenial with the fltuation of the peafants in the text. 
But the reprefentation of the latter is truly charaftefutic. 

The 



138 APOLLONIUS. 

The way-worne warrior, and of afpe<3 bland 
Each fouling native leads a ready hand; 

Their ample ftores, the ftores of comfort Ihin : 
Smokes the huge ox, and flows the lavifh wine. 
The reft the tree’s difmember’d branch difplay’d, 

And grafp the leafy honors of the ihade; 

Strew’d in a fofter heap the copious load. 

The ru/ia] couch a fella 1 quiet fliow’d; 

Wide they difFufe the confecrating flame. 

Fill the rich bowl, and focial cheer proclaim. 

Now peeps the dim-ey’d harbinger of night, 

And fav’ring Phcebus hails the genial rite, 

Each warrior calls the lib’ral treat to prove $ 

Alcides fought the covert of the grove, 

To frame the folid oar ; a beech to view, 

Kare was the foliage 2nd the branches few, 

Inviting rofe ; the poplar * never dry , 

Thus broad in bulk, and thus in forehead high ! 

On earth with arrows fraught the quiver’s pride 
Plac’d with his bow, and lion’s cumb’rous hide, 

Burft by the brazen club the roots refound; 

He grafps the trunk deep-bury’d in the ground, 
Matchlefs of nerve; its bulk in ‘ fever d fort ’ 
(Wide-fix’d of foot) his fhoulders firm fupport; 

* Spenfer's Fairy Queen, b. x. c. f. ft. S. The epithet, here 
atnibuted to the poplar, is not particularly authorized by 
Apollonius j it has been adopted by a writer, wbofe dcfcnp - 
tive talents are not thofe for which he is ieaft efteemed. Our 
poet's epithet is ‘ procera.’ 
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Prone to his tafk, tenacious of his hold 
He wrefts it j round, earth’s ftubborn entrails roll’d.^ 
As when, impetuous o’er the boiling deep 
The grim Orion pours deftru&ion’s fweep, 

The joints, the cables, and th’affociate maft, 

One wreck, are whirl'd before the wintry blaft; 
Ak'vdes, fuch thy might 1 he wields the dart, 

Bow, club, and hide; impatient to depart. 

Far from the train with brazerl vafe the boy 
Explores the filver fount with faithful joy ; 

The lucid ftream, the genial meal his care, 

Plac’d for his lord’s return in order fair. 
Attention’s office great Alcides taught, 

Firft from a father s arms the infant brought , 
Pierc'd ’mid Dryopian plains by matchlefs might; 

A lowing labVer urg’d the baleful light. 

For he , while forrow clouds his low’ring brow, 
Guides o’er the virgin earth the fev’ring plough ; 
The warrior marks, and ruihing to the foil 
44 Refign, he cries, the part’ner of thy toil! 



* The abrupt manner in which Hercules is reprefented to 
have infilled upon the immediate delivery of the oxen, be¬ 
longing to another, and not wreited from Hercules himleif, 
feems at firft fight to plead againft the propriety of that heroe’s 
cenfure palled upon the morals of the Dryopes. But we mult 
look back to the genius of thofe romantic ages! Thefe Dryo¬ 
pes were, according to the text, objefts of our clubman’s re- 

fent* 
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Yet vainly cries; ’gainft all the native train 
Alcides burns to try th' embattled plain. 

Foes, as they liv’d, to right’s eternal laws: 

Yet, wand ring from her talk, the rnufe withdraws.— 
And now the fountain fmiles to youthful hafte. 

With Pega’s name by circling nations grac’d ! 

Ev’n at the moment greets th’ enquirers view^ 

When virgin* choirs the feftal mirth purfuC; 

For ev’ry nymph whofe fpotlefs charms the pride 
Of meads, that heave o’er lovely Pega’s tide. 

Join at the darkling hour rhtf votive throng , 

Who wake to Dian’s praife the hallow’d fong : 

fentment, as a ban^rei of public robbers (fo far are pirates 
and free-booters to be diftinguiflied in ancient annals from 
thofe, who purfued a plan of more regular commerce!) They 
were moreover, as it may reafonably be prefumed from the 
original, and from the hiftory of tbefe aeras, perfons, oncon- 
forming with the eftabli&ed devotion of the Greeks. Heretics, 
as the milder fpirit of the felf-vaunting catholic perfuafion in 
more modern periods has pronounced men far more valuable 
in every refpecl than either the heathens, or themfelves. Where 
there is a general nuifance, a general remedy is requifite to¬ 
wards its removal ; and heroes of old in the picture of 
Hercules were employed, not inconfiftcntly, to that falu* 
tary purpofe. They were in fuch refpeft forefathers of our 
poetical knights errant ; a race which we mull in thefe days 
of fupine virtue accept in the converfej for inftead of bind¬ 
ing on their fides the armor of triurapb, our Icfs honeft 
wights too abundantly walk barefaced to violate tbofe inte- 
relb, which the ruder champions of Greece efteemed them, 
ielves obliged to protect. 


The 
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The nymphs, from mountain-brow, from cave ad¬ 
vance, 

From foreft wide to join the myftic dance. 

One (all were wont their fnowy limbs to lave I) 

Fair Ephidafcia rifing from the wave, 

Ey’d the fair boy, whofe charms with vernal claim 

Beam in his face, and triumph o’er his frame. 

* 

The full orb’d moon her cloudlefs light relign’d j 

Love’s prying goddefs fafcinates her mind ; 

Each thought intranc’d her wild’ring tranfports thrill: 

_ He from the ftrearo th’ intruded urn to fill , 

Obliquely bends ! the gath’ring waters’ round 
Dafh’d gurgling to the veffei’s brazen found. 

Fond o’er his neck one wanton arm fhe throws. 
And feeks with his her rofy lips to clofe; 

The other clafps his elbows’ polifh’d gleam. 

And finks his beauties in the central ftream. 

Thy fon, great Eilatus, whofe footfteps ftray 
Far from th’ affociate train their onward way, 
Heard the loft Hylas’ fhriek ; his anxious fight 
F.xpeftant waits to hail the man of might. 

Wing’d to the fount he burfts; the favage flies 

Lefs fwift to bleating innocency’s cries, 

Urg’d by keen hunger, rufhing to his food : 

In vain ! for caution mocks his fcent of blood. 
While foft’ring fhepherds guard ! with baffled toil 
Panting he roars, and tir’d refigns the fpoil; 


Thus 
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Thus frets the * heroe; roams the fatal fpace; 
Fruitlefs the tumults! fruitlefs is the chace! f 
Impetuous in return he grafps the blade; 

Left to the bead’s devouring jaw betray’d 
His mangled corfe may glut tbeir rage of prey. 

Or fink the fpoil of man’s enfnaring fway. 

The falchion glitt’ring from his fheath, he ftalks, 
And marks Alcides in his homeward walks ; 

Knows the bold warrior , to the bark his ftride; 

That form in vain would circling darknefs hide! 
Fixton the melancholy tale of death, 

With fighs he flowly heaves his throbing breath. 

44 Unhappy matter ! mine the note of woe ! 

44 Hylas fliall ne’er from Pega’s purer flow 
44 Greetthy fond looks $ fomefiends, aplund’ringtrain, 
44 Withhold the captive, or fome beaft hath flain: 

4f Still, ftill his clamors pierce me to the foul!” 

He ceas’d ! the briny fweat’s big currents roll 

* Polyphemns, fon of Eilatus. 

f This little epifode of Hylas is no lefs remarkable for its 
dedu&ion from ancient legends, than for the poetical elegance 
and natural fympathy with which it is conveyed by our writer. 
Not the leaft degree of violence is attempted, but the whole 
flows in the purer channel of eafe. An admirable expanfion, 
where the outlines (imply conftitute the accident of a youth’s 
having been unfortunately drowned : Virgil has thus deli¬ 
cately abreviated the cataftrophe of Hylas, 

1 Hyian nauras quo fonte reli&um 
* Clamaflent: ut litus, Hyla, Hyla omne fonaretl* 

Eclog. 6 . v. 43. 
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Adown th’ Herculean face ; the black blood round 
Each entrail frets; refentful to the ground 
He calls the pine’s huge load ; now here, now there 
Wayward he veers, as fwells the blaft of care.— 
Thus wand’ring frantic with th’ envenom’d fting 
Forfakes his * green domains the lowing king; 
Heedlefs of flhepherds, and their flocks his courfe 
Wide he purfues ; now boundlefs in his force, 

Now Hopping!—fix’d!—now rearing his huge head, 
He fwells the murmurs as his tortures fpread. 

The heroe thus, while ev’ry fibre bleeds 
With anguilh, headlong as the tempeft fpeeds: 
—Stops Ihort faint-panting from his toil, and 
vents 

His wade of woe in wildnefs of laments. 

The liar of dawn above the mountains rod ; 

Up fprings the lively breeze; when Tiphys’ nod 
Prompts to the_bark, infpires the willing fail; 

The hoft afcends, and wooes the frolic gale. 

Loos’d are the anchors, and the cable bends ; 

The fwelling canvas to the blaj} diftends, 

JVbofe rapid wing triumphant from the fhore 
Beyond the f circling hights the warrior bore. 

* w EX63-7r^af in the original is derived from Ix&$ (pains) and 
trirify (extemlo) inarihy tra&s of ground, or more ulually 
meadow hnds in genera/. 

f The Promontory of Pofidium ; Cape of Bithynia, a coun¬ 
try of Afia Minor, contiguous to, if not the ancient Bebrycia. 

Lons 



»4* 


APOLLONIUS. 


• « 

Long left the confines of the weftern lay. 

Thy fmile, Aurora, fheds the rifing day; 

Streams of rich gold * burfl joyful from the hills, 
The dewy meads a living fplendor fills. 

At once the error of their hearts defcry 5 d, 

Reft of the heroes, ftrife’s contentious pride 
Heaves the rude tumult’s undiftinguifh’d firain ; 
Abfent the beft, the brayeft of the train 
The chief perplex’d the dubious feenes revolv’d; 

No word he utter’d, and no deed refolv’d : 

♦ 

A ftatueof defpair in anguilh loft, 

His mind by felf-confuming labor toft. 


I 


Not thus proud Telamon ! 


cc 


Thou well may'jl fti y 


<c Thou man of eafe !—Alcides well might quit 
<c iXh will confulted, for the will was thine!) 
<c His lov’d affociates, and his toils decline! 

€C Thy dread left his o’er Jafotfs glory burn, 

96 Should heavVs indulgence yield a fafe return ! 
Yet hence the wafte of tongue ! Alyfelf I go 


K 


CC 


Far from thy comrades, authors of our woe !** 
He faid ; on Tiphys rufh d the rallying ire. 
Wild from his eve-balis dart the flakes of fire! 


• The original fignifies ftri&Jy a pathway without a 

turning ; it is here applied to the fleepp.efs of the precipices, 
by which the promontories on the fea thore are diftinguiflied; 
as if intimating rhat the eye of an obferver was immediately 
carried up to an extreme bight without a glance on one fide 
or the other. 
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Again had Argo gain’d the Myfian fliore 
Mid hills of waves, and winds’ eternal roar ; 

Had Boreas’ fons retrain'd the wordy jar, 

’Gainft Telamon arous’d the clam’rous war. 

Ill-fated youths, who urge th* Herculean (lay. 
Doom’d from his arm th’ avenging debt to pay ! 

Flujb'd from the games to Pelias’ honor’d (hade 

% % 

In Tenos’ fea-girt ifle the vidtor laid 

The twin-born heroes ; while the turf around 

Heaves, as he lifts the monumental mound, 

% 

The facred ftories; portentous to the fight, 

* One to the northern blaft waves its firm might 5 

% 

A theme, the wonder of revolving years. 

But from the bluft’ring deep thy form appears, 
Thou many-lelTon’d Glaucus, awful fage. 
Prophetic voice of Neleus’ godlike age ! 

Tow’ring with fhaggy head, and grifly breafl. 
Deep on its fides his grafp enormous prefs’d 
Th’ obedient helm, and check’d the rapid Tail: 

•When Jove forbids, can upftart pride avail ? 
u f Th’ Herculean force fhall ne’er -ffietes view, 
cc O’er Argos’ realm the ftubborn fates renew, 


“ Ere 


* f The clofe of this difference, from which it was highly 
probable that the mod ferious confequences might have arifen 
amongft our little hoft, is fettled by the prevailing influence of 
the fons of Boreas, who perfifted in the purfuit of their voy¬ 
age. An hi (tori cal epifode, in which their future definition 
from the anger of Hercules is artfully introduced by Apollo- 

L nius, 
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“ Ere from his toils abfolv’d* the wide alartas ; 
ct Twelve times the f tyrant's nod awakes to arms; 
c< Each triumph pafs’d, the heavenly throne his fhare: 
<c His bofom throbs not with petes’ care. 

<c Nor lefs the Fates 5 decree, where joins the main 
<c Rais'd by his arm the * city's fplendid reign* 

c< Wrap’d in the continent his laft fad breath 
<e Shall peaceful Polypheme refign to death : 

While he, whofe lofs yon wayward warriors prove* 
« Is the fond hufband of a Naiad’s love.” 

ft 

He fpake! and plung'd into the boundlefs deep; 

Around, the whirl-pool’s agitated fweep 
Boils thro’ the furge^ the veflei’s hollow fide 

Dajb'd o'er the deck receives the purple tide. 

nius, with the religion legend of one of the Hones, of which 
the fraternal monuments were compofed, vibrating to the ’ 
northern bUtf, whence the deceafed were fabled to have 
fprung; the origin perhaps of thofe amber-ftones fo elegantly 
difeuffed by the pen of Mr. Bryant, dipt in clafiical antiquity; 

the foJemn appearance of GJaucus from his native ocean, and* 

his declaration, that the abfence of Hercules arofe from the de¬ 
cree of Jupiter, who had commiffioned him to the trial of thofe 
twelve labors fo iiluftrious in the records of Greece t thefe fe¬ 
deral pieces of machinery fubfervient both to the poet and 
to the mythologift are not more admirable from the precife- 
nefs, with which they are deferibed, than for the effectual end 
which they afford to the difpute of the heroes. ' 

f Euryftheus. 

* The port of Cios gave name to this city, built in the 
country of the Chalybes. 

f • 


Each 
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Each confcious heroe fmiles - r with focial hafte 
His chief, his Jafon Telamon embrac’d j 
Grafp'd in his own, he kifs'd the guardian-hand. 

“ Oh ! child of <£fon, oh! may friendihip ftand 
« Pure from thy frown, and guiltlefs of a crime i 
“ 'Twas foul imprudence fnatch’d the traitrous time 

“ To found affliction's rage ! ye whirling winds, 

« Hence waft our errors, and coropofe our minds !* 
Forgiving Jafon calmly thus replies : 

<s Gall was thy tongue, and flander were thy cries^ 
“ Which fpake me traitor to the warrior friend ! 

“ Much, much I fufferM ! but refentment end! 

“ Nor thine, mean vengeance for the fleecy ftore, 

“ For rich poflelEon’s /poll'd ! thy wrathful lore, 

<c Thebofom’s richer wealth, an injur'd man 
u How greatly lov'd !—-oh ! friend, thy Jafon fcan 
“ With foul thus lib’ral, and if e'er the fame 
“ As his my lot, for me awake the flame f !” 

They 

t No conclufion of the late difturbances could have been 
more happily conceived j the proper conftruCtion of Glaucus’s 
harangue, delivered in the fpirit of heathen prophecy by the 
heroe, whofe affeCtion for his friend had hurried him into ex. 
preffions injurious to, as little merited by the character to 
whom they were addre/Ted. The tranfition of unbounded 
rage into manly felf condemnation teftified in the firft inftan.ee 
by the embrace of him, whom he had fo lately offended, and 

immediately afterwards by his animated requeft, that Jafon 
would forgive, and forget his imprudence ; together with the 
anxiety which the chief in return declares bimfelf to have ex* 
perienced from the conduCt of the former 5 and with that fpl- 

L 2 tit 
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They fat, and mutual faith their union feals. 

The waiuFrersy fjove th* eternal will reveals!) 
Each to his toil! while he o’er Myfia’s pride 
Rears the ftrong walls, whofe name from Myfis* tide \ 
Such, Polyphemus’ art! Alcides’ force 
Storms, as-Euryftheus points his labor’d courfe: 

His threats in afhes Myfia’s realms to fpread* 

If Hylas mock their fearch, alive, or dead. 

Pledge of their truth the lordly hoftage greets 
Th’ Herculean nod > the facrea oath completes : 
c The fearch unbounded ne’er lhall yield to reft/—* 
Hence—rolling hours the public care atteft, 

And hence f the city’s firm-brow’d tow’rs they trace j 
Where fullen exile guards the hoftage race. 

rit of calm dignity, with which fouls alone of a caff truly he¬ 
roic, can be infpired 5 with that polifeed and delicate wife, 
that the fame friendfeip, which actuated Telamon in the late 
event, might influence him equally in favor of Jafon on any 
fimilar occafion ; thefe are fatisfa&ory proofs, that Apollonius 
boaffs a talent not fo generally diftinguifeable in the poetical 
world; the talent of delineating characters in colors, more 
particularly adapted to fituations and difpofitions j too faith¬ 
ful to experience , to palliate thofe workings of the foul* inci¬ 
dent to the exertion x)f the paflions, and too j.uft to the nature 
of thofe paflions, when flowing through a generous conftitu- 
tion, to throw a fullen feade over the tranfient faltering9 of 
virtue. 

f Traxis, according to Apollonius, aflifted by his feboliaft, 
was a city of Theflaly, where, continues the latter, Hercules 
inclofed the Myfians, till Hylas was difeovered. This, hiftori- 
cally confidered, may imply literally the incorporation of that 
people with the natives. 


* 


Thro’ 
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Thro 1 Jay, thro* night a ftill infatiate gale 
Wings the fwift bark—Aurora checks the fail; 
Their eyes the promontory’s bight purfue, 

Broad as its fweepy bofom heav’d to view : 

Brilk oars invade the land, when Phoebus’ ray ' 
Led the mild fplendors of the dawn to day* 


END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 




* 
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APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 

BOOK II. 

o'er the coaft, Bebrycia's abjeft reign, 

~ " Where IheltVing flails inclofe the lowing 

train. 

Spread the fell tents of Amycus her king; 

Whofe paffions, arrogant of empire, fpring; 

Fiend, whom the fair Bithynian’s virgin-charms 
Gave to themany-gend’ring occean’s arms. 

Th* unvarying edift {lamps his favage heart; 

No wretched ftrangers from the realm depart. 

Till ’gainft himfelf the gloves of fate they bound : 
Ev’n native hofts had thunder’d to the ground 
Stern to the bark he fpeeds abrupt, to trace ! 

Their deftin’d courfe, their chara&er, and race; 
Eyes their fcant numbers with contemptuous fneer; 
And hurls defiance to the public ear. 

“ Strangers, attend, what well it fits to know! 

cc Amid the wafcd’rer-tides’ promifcuous flow 
None e’er efcap’d, who trod Bebrycia’s land, 
tl Till the firm ceftus brac’d his warrior-hand 

“ With 
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^ W ith mine, her fovVeign*$j be that fov’reign’s boaft 

« The fierceft brave fele&ed from your hoft! 

“ Yield him the gauntlet j ftand he to the fight! 

“ —But, if my facred law your frenzy flight, 

** ’Ware my refentment!—once arous’d my hate, 

“ This frown is vengeance, and this arm is fate!” 
So ftorm’d the might of words, each foul on fire! 

Thy offspring, Leda, burfts with gen’rous ire $ 

Stands forth the champion of his friends; <c Thy 

<c force, 

u Whoe’er thou art, reftrain its favage courfe J 
Whate’er thy laws, fpontaneous we obey ; 

u Myfelf a pledge to tempt th’ embattled day.” 

D'auntlefs he ends; around, * thine eye-balls roll, 
Thou tyrant, as to fhake his inmoft foul; 

Such 

• Confiftency of character is an eflential fupport of epic dig¬ 
nity, however its foundations may be more immediately laid 
in harmony of numbers. The poet, and the man are conne&- 
ed with each other, as in every fubordinate walk of poefy, fo 
principally in heroic compofitions, in which the fcattered rays 
of every other fpecies converge to their focus. Contrail of 
chara&er, purfued with regular gradations, maintains the fpirit 
of the piece, till the cataftrophe itfelf is developed. Our au¬ 
thor in the pj efent pifture of this atheiflicai brute, and the de¬ 
termined heroe, has uniformly diftinguiihed their refpe&ive 
qualities by proportionate lines of feparation. The firaile of 
the lion, which, like his others in general, is forcibly abre- 
viated, familiarizes the inveterate fcowl of the Bebrycian, 
which the eye pervades through the whole fcene preparatory to 
the combat. Diflimilarity of manners, of ftru&ure, and even 

of drefs,lead the attention to the concluding defcription of the 

L 4 birth 
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Such rankling with the fpear the lions view, 

IVbom o’er bis mountain-hights the train purfue; 
From fide to fide by myriad foes opprefs’d. 

No throb tumultuous labors in his breaft: 

On Him alone the vifual lightnings glow, 

Whofe fury ftruck an unavailing blow. 

The veftment’s grace, which beauty’s texture wove, 
Boon of fome Lemnian’s hofpitable love, 

The fon of Tynd’rus wrefts \ of many a fold 

The ruder garb with various c/afps inroJPd, 
Andfhepherd Jlaff reclin’d, the monarch flood, 

Of olive fram'd, fele( 9 ed from the wood. 

At once the champions mark th’ allotted fpace; 
The friend, the foe, retiring to his place, 

Eyes from the funds each candidate of fame, 

Of manners various, nor alike in frame. 

He 9 /uJJen offspring of Typhous* might. 

Or earth- fam giant, born in love’s defpite, 

Jove’s rebel curfe \ -as gleams the ftarry ray 

O’er Vefper’s brow. His luftre’s placid fway ! 

Such, Jove, thy genuine boy ! his darting eyes 
Fhlh; fcarceJy'flreak’d the downy fhades arife 

birth of our opponents; the one, either the offspring of a rebel 
to the deities, or himfelf a rebel fon of Jupiter, their poetical 
fupreme; the other a favorite offspring of Jupiter; the fir ft 
boiftrous and unrelenting, the other in the delicate fimile of 
Apollonious, ferene, as the evening ftar. Amycus is repre¬ 
fen ted Titanian, not only in conformity with Grecian poe- 
^ try, but (thanks to our animated mythologift !) to genuine 

hiftory; for it may be concluded that all the inhospitable cha¬ 
racters of Grecian mythology were thofe, who facrificed human 

victims on the altars of their falfe gods. 


Soft 
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Soft on his cheek ; his limbs’ increafing force 
Swells, as the tenants of the wild, their courfe: 

His arm high hrandtJFd leff its vigor’s ftore 
In ftiffnefs mourn’d the labors of the oar.— 

Not thus the tyrant weighs the dubious toil, 

He ftalks in filenc fullenefs the foil ; 

His orbs far glaring on the rival brood; 

His thirftybofom breathes the rage of blood. 

Full in the centre, as the monarch taught. 

The gauntlets various pride Lycoreus brought, 

And caft before their feet ; each hide appears 

Dry’d from its fervice, harden’d from its years# 

When thus the favage, infolent of voice-, 

“ Choofe, as thou wilt; myfelf confirm the choices 
“ No ho/fil hate a partial king upbraid ! 

41 -—Be now yon* armor o’er thy hands difplay’d ! 

ie Thyfelf experienc’d /hall atte/i my cares, 

<l The bull’s ftern hide wi^matchlefs art prepares, 
a Pour’d from th’ oppofer’s cheek the burfting tide !’* 
Unmov’d the warrior heard, nor ought reply’d $ 

Yet foftly fmiling, as he bends to thofe 
Firji to bis grafp, a calm indifference {hows; 

Confronting beams a brother’s warlike flame, 

And Bias’ offspring of the mighty frame ; 

Swift the rude gauntlets to his wrilt they bind. 

And wake the {trains, that feaft a gen’rous mind : 

* Such talk the monarch fhares; ye fhort of fight, 

Whofe lot to arm him for perdition’s fight ! 

* The drefiers of Amycns are named in the text Aratusi 

and 
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Accoutred firm each dauntlefs champion ftands, 
Rear’d to his face the well-experienc’d hands; 
Fierce in afTault they ply the mutual ftorm ; 
Bebrycia’s fiend as ocean’s favage form. 

Rous’d all his billows, o’er the fliip defcends, 

A tranfient check the pilot’s toil fufpends. 

His mailer-fkill fcarce vi&or of the tide; 

TVbofe mountains rulh to rend the veffel’s fide; 

Thus horrible of arm the foe he plies j 
No flopj no Ray 1 all refpite be denies ; 

In vain ! the wary warrior from the ground 
Springs, and difdains the many-menac'd wound, 
Matchlefs of art bis confidence aflails, 
f Where ftrength fierce threatens, or where weak- 

nefs fails; 

The nearer combat glows ; the tyrant’s arm 
Lock’d in his own , he fpreads the wide alarm. 

As o’er the naval honors of the groves 
The nail’s fharp point refifilefs labor proves, 

and Ornytus, upon whom it is needlefs to enlarge; and who 

figure better in profe, than in verfe. 

* 

f Orig. v. 77- cUatc I would here prefer, as expreflive of 
•extreme power to injure &ncr t from* and in more ele¬ 
gantly deferibes the ‘ incapacity of doing barm. 1 The Jkilt 
of Pollux being particularly celebrated in the words imme* 
c rately preceding his observation of efficacious fuperiority 
cf ftrengtb in his adverfary mayfeem more direlHy to have 
guided his penetration to thofe parts, which from their weaknefg 
might be attacked to advantage. 


Cloffd 
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Clafpd to the fov’reign oak ; with gradual courfe 
The pond’rous hammer fvvings its thund’ring force j 
Stroke urg'd on ftroke, the founds inceflant flow ; 

.Thus cheek, and jaws, and teeth, a loofen’d row, 
Crafli 1 nor rude combat ceas’d, till the thick breath 
Pants flow and flower to the work of death ; 

Sick, throbbing, fpent awhile they fep’rate ftand 
To dry the rolling drops; the fevVi/h hand 
Again they rear, again th* avenging brow ; , 

As bulls contending for a fav’rite cow. 

On * tiptoe heaves fublime thy giant length, 
Impetuous king ; not fuch his fuilen ftrength, 

Who flays the facred ox ; of ruthlefs aim 
The warrior-arm receives the lightning's flame ; 
With head declin'd he mocks the wild advance; 

The grizly elbow. Aiding with a glance, 

Link’d to his fhoulder ; grapling knee with knee, 
The youth’s keen eyes one pafs unguarded fee. 

Full o’er thine ear he plies the viftor ftroke; 

The jiw he fever'd, and the bone he broke: 

The monfter writhes,falls, dies! th’ applauding train 
Shout o'er the corfe—a mountain on the plain. 

Not thus Bebrycians weigh their monarch's fate, 
f Tough clubs and knotty crooks in ruftic ftate. 


Thefe 


* On the tiptoe Hands 

Of expectation. 


.Douglas. 

f The original words (from caput) and rtyvnovt, 
a fpeciesof crook (from nyn, filentium) and urvoc (equuleusj are 
diminutives of more important armor ufed from the earlier periods 

of 
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Tfaefe their foie arms, invade the conqu’rjng bread; 
Forth from its {heath his ready comrades wreft 
The fword’s bright temper—-firft the brother f filed 

The blow’s quick vengeance, cleavM the hoftil head, 
Which nicely fever’d on each (boulder fell; 

Thy lot, thou Ceftus’ gallant boaft, to quell 
f Two fiends terrific , prodigies of form. 

On one full-wing’d thy nimble-footed ftorm 
Whirl’d on his cheft ; he thunders to the ground : 
While He fierce-rulbing meets the deathful wound. 
Fate’s brandifh’d fteel his fhaggy brow receives; 

Its arching J lid the vifual radiance leaves. 

Matchiefs in arms, companion of his king. 


Oreides* fteps on Bias’ warrior fpring, 


Faji by the entrails pierc’d ; nor pierc’d to death, 


For dill uninjur’d heaves the vital breath : 


of Grecian heroifm for the purpofes of 1 privileged murder-' 
The latter word denotes the tranquility of paftoral life, no lefs 
rb3n the application of the crook to the conduft of cattle, the 
treafures of the farm. Though thefe old adventurers muft 
have originally bprrowed their ideas of martial inftruments 
from thofe experienced in their primasval exercife of huf- 
bandry, yet, fuch was the riveted prediie&ion of Grecian 
enthafiafm with refpeft to the bufinefs of arms, that their 
writers have in conformity deduced the paftoral from the mar¬ 
tial weapons : To them a very natural Zcbpsv 
the eye-lid has been too refinedly derived from <j>ajoe; it is 
more clofely taken from eL^x, as implying that it muft be 
Taijed for the purpofe of fig hr 

t Caftor. % Itymoneus and Mimas. 


Beneath 
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Beneath the zone its fally thro* the (kin 

The iron glances from the frame within. 

Thy doom, * oh ! Minyan, from Aretus hand, 

Crufh'd by the dub, and grov’ling on the fand; 

A life how dearly bought! revenge in view, 

For Clytius’ inftant fword the boafter flew, 
f Thy fon, Lycurgus, battle his delight, 

Snatch’d the valt axe, and grafping to the fight 
The huge bear’s fullen hide, burfts to the plain ; 

For much his hate Bebrycia’s faithlefs train ! 
Theftern iEacidse his triumphs tend : 

Nor dauntlefs Jafon once forgets a friend.— 

As ’mid the winter’s deflating cold, 

When the gaunt wolf affrights the fleecy fold. 

Darts from his ambufh headlong in his courfe 
O’er the keen fcenting hound's and fhepherd’s force; 
With luring watch he rolls his baleful eyes. 

To mark, to wreft the rich fele&ed prize ; 

The flock, in wild array, from fide to fide 
Wind panting!—Such the fears of traic’rous pride! 

As black with fmoky fumes the peafants drive 

The fwarm induftrious from their cavern’d hive, 
Deep ’mid the cell awhile collefted flow 
The buzzing murin’rers in disorder'd fhow ! 

w 

* Iphitus in the original. 

+ Orig. v. 119. Inftead of applied as an epithet to the 
hatchet, I would read /x'.yxv, the repetition of which is forci¬ 
ble. This flight change is farther juftified from the epithet 

xoaivcv (nigrum) adjective to fcf:;, which would be othcrwife 
inelegantly fynonymous. 

Ere 
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Ere while, tbeir dread the fuffocating (hock. 

They ru(h to light, and quit the fmould’ring rock : 
The daftards thus in fcatter’d myriads fled. 

To fpeak their country’s grief, a monarch dead *. 

Fools as ye were, and ign rant to prefage! 

Sure on yourfelves to pour deftruftion's rage. 

Ravag’d the wealth of labor’s founding floor, 

See! ev’ry province, Amycus no more, 

A wafte to Lycus* unrelenting arms, 

While f Scythia’s fquadrons urge the drear alarms. 

Thy 

• Tfae Marianduni, fo called, faith the tradition delivered 
by the fcholiaft, from Mariandunus, fon of Cimmerius, who 
gave name to the 

«Dark Cimmerian vale.* 

admirably applied by the expreffive nightingale of morality to 

• The vale of death, 

‘ Where darknefs 

• With raven-wing incumbent ever broods.* 

Marianduni may be obferved rather a name ingrafred on the 
claffical tree of Greece, probably in its origin the fruit of 
Egyptian orchards. Tbe dependents of Phineus feem parti¬ 
cularly defigned for celebration by the poets. 

+ This clofe Aicceffion cf fimiles may pofiibly be efteemcd 
too crouded by tbe faftidious critic ; to obviate a reflexion. 

tending to the difparagement of a writer, who deliberately in¬ 
tended their infertion, where we find them, it may not be 
improper to obferve, that each com pari fon \% dilftflft from the 

objefl of the other. The courfe of tbe wolves fuddenly i/Tuing 
againft the dogs and thepherds, appointed to guard the flocks, 
co-operates with tbe vindiflive indignation of AnciEUS, and 
bis affochtes darting upon the Bebrycians ; as tbe ftern fcowl 
of obfervation, with which the heroes mark, and fingle out 
their opponents, is duly cbara fieri flic of the wolves in a fimilar 

at ten- 
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Thy wealth their wift, thou fteel-prolific foil. 
The flails their conqueft, and the fold their fpoil. 


Th’ in- 


attention towards the poor fleecy innocents; as the com- 

prefled phalanx in which the human and grazing animals ar- 
ranged themfelves evinces the terrors pofleffed by both. The 
bees, in the lines immediately enfuing, are firft cohered within 

their hive i as if more effe ftuaJ ly to refill the attacks, front 
without, of peafants, who wi(h to compel by fumigation the 
inhabitants of the houfe of induftry to quit it; the bees are 
here in a fimilar (ituation, in which we left the Bebrycians at 
the clofe of the laft comparifon 5 the one afterwards feek for 
bFeath in the freedom of circulating air ; the other difperfe 
themfelvesinto the inner regions of Bebrycia. 

On the fubjeft of the engagement between thefe monfters, 
and the Argonauts, it may be no unreafonable talk to con¬ 
front the condutt of Virgil with that of Apollonius; than 
whom Dryden has alTerted, that his Mantuan original, is fcarce 
to any author more confiderably indebted. Indeed the competed 
pictures of our hiflorical epic writer are more fuitable to the ge-, 
nius, and better adapted to the circumftances of the Roman 
bard, than the more teinpeftuousbufinefs of a&ive feenery in 
his Maeonian mafter. Auguftus fixed by the complacent arti¬ 
fices of affumed candor the pofleffion of that empire, which the 
jfubfiftenceof many inveterate enemies, from oppofingpatriotifm 
would have rendered it difficult for him to have maintained. 
Lefs wonder, therefore, that the heroic characters of the writer,, 
whom he had • made his own,’ were delineated in a more 

flender variety of transitions, and with /efs inherent diferimi* 
nation of circumftances. Critics have complained, that 
among the fubordinate agents in the martial line inter- 

fperfed throughout theJEneid the bare reputation of forti¬ 
tude is a monotony tirefome by its repetition: 

FortemqueGyam, fortemquc Cloamhum. 

Who is Gyas, and who is Cloantlws? they figure not in th* 
poem, and may be conftrued to receive the honor ofadmiflion 
merely from a political reference to the defendants of their 

rcfpt&ive families,, as connected with the Roman government 
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Th 5 innum’rous fleece, their nod commands the wa y y 
From far they marihal, and pofle/flng flay; 

* When thus the feelings of the heart they fpeak : 

44 Think how yon train, fo haughty and fo weak, 

4i Had greatly dar’d, had fome aufpicious-pow’f 

45 Refign’d Alcides to th* embattled hour ! 

44 Blefs’d with Alcides not a man had flood 

4t To dye the gauntlet with the flream of blood \ 

44 But when the tyrant roar'd the madden’d laws, 

44 The club, provok’d in virtue’s hallow’d caufe, 

44 Had crulh’d rude infult ; of our bulwark reft 

44 s Why, wretched comrades , by your withes left ?) 

in tbe days of Virgil. Modern readers, I am perfuaded, mult 
regard them in the fame interefiing light as the Grecians, who 
are figured by Apolionius to have fallen among the wild Be- 
brycians in their battle with the Argonauts. Perhaps the judge- 
inenr of Virgil may, with peculiar juftice, be prefumed ‘ to 
have foitaken him,’ if we had experienced his labored pi&ure 
of military entbufhfm circumftantia) in the defcription of a 
lift of heroes, whcfe engagements and difpofnions were more 
deliberately formed for battle j the hour of Pbarfalia bung 
even yet with a lowering brow over tliofe remaining fpirits, 
who bravely prefer’d the freedom of their anceftors to the 
defpotifm, however burn Jibed, by which their own age was 
di (honored. 

* Ph'arfalia rifes to my view V 
Cato was ftill remembered. 

Virgil has in one relbecl dire£Hy copied the condu6V of 
Apollonius j tbe little catalogue of both was defignedly ge¬ 
nealogical. 

# The text affixes this fpeech to an individual j a fimilar 
mode isobfervable in theconduft of Mufasus. The verfion has 
ventured to place the oration, as more emphatical, in the 
mouths of many. 


44 We 
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“ We plough the pathlefs deepall, all bemoan 
u Carnage their fcourge, as fov reign guilt our own !’* 
Thus clos’d the notes!—the deed was heavVs beheft ; 
Night kindly fpar’d her iilent hour from reft 
To chaff their wounds ; the facred rites prepare. 

And tend the feftal board’s luxurious care ; 

Nor cheering flumber breathes a calm return. 

While Row the goblets, and the altars burn. 

Plucks from the fhore their fronts the laurel’s pride, 
Whofe ftem enwraps the cable’s folid fide, 

Incircliflg wreathes; their Orpheus’ Toothing lyre 

To hymns celedial wakes the vocal fire; 

Union of numbers ! foft the billows rear 

Their placid form, each melting ftrain to hear ; 
Whofe theme the fon of Jove ! the lamp of day 
Pours o’er the dewy hill his orient ray; 

Rous’d to his bleating charge the faithful fwain; 
When loos’d the cable from its laureld chain. 

Full freighted with rich prey the warriors fail. 
Where Bofph’rus tides invite the fav’ring gale. 

High as the promontory’s (ky-prop’d head 
A fullen furge its gulhing horrors fhed, 

As on fwift pinion borne, a J ow’ring cloud. 

Big with fell death, it hovers o’er the fhroud, 

The fhip recumbent to th’ impending ill; 

Thanks to the pilot, and his matchlefs {kill! 

Thanks to fage Tiphys ! for to thee they owe 

The bark uninjur’d, and th 5 averted woe; 

M Great 
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Great though th’ alarm* thou fav’fi: the favVite band; 

* i 

Th’ inviting morn confronts Bithynia’s ftrand. 

Faft by the fliore Agenor’s fon poffefs’d 

His foft’ring dome ; by weight of woes opprefs’d 

Howe’er his hallow’d lot prophetic art! 

Apollo’s fmiles the precious boon impart; 

No reverence his for heav’n’s o’er-ruiing god. 
Undaunted he foretells th’eternal nod. 

Jove arm’d in vengeance fends the load of years 
His eye no more the ray of prefcience cheers j 
Luxuriant .off’rings crown his feftal board, 

In vain with fweets by grateful vot’ries ftor’d ; 

Urg’d through the fields of air the harpies hafto, 
Wreft from bis wilh, and banifli from his tafte f 
With beak continuous the devouring brood 
Scarce yield the poor fupply of fcantier food ; 

Each moFfel grudg’d, mere nourifliment of pain ! 
Around, the monfter’s fetid odors reign; 

To fwailow ? from afar they loath the treat: 

Peft ev’ry fcent, and poifon ev’ry meat. 

Struck with their numbers, by their fhrieks alarm’d, 
He knew his feaft alone their hunger charm’d j 
Knew that the wealth his wiflies would enjoy, 

So Jove decreed, thefe monfters fliould deftroy 5 
Rais’d from his couch, the fhadow of a fhade. 

The wooden prop his palfy’d ftep betray’d ; 

Each friendly wall he grafps; o’er his faint limbs- 
Age totters, and a lifelefs languor fwims i 


His 
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His parch’d frame fhrivels to a corfe; within,' 

The (harp bones burft the prifon of his (kin ; 

His loofe, loofe knees heavily crawling roam 

Scarce to the journey’d threfliold of the dome 5 
There feated, darknefs clouds the whirring head ; 
Earth to the centre with confufion fpread 
Heaves round and round ; in fpcechlefsmood he lies* 
And death-like (lumber feals his haggard eyes*. 
Entrancing wonder feiz’d the gazing band; 

Devoid of motion, ftatue-like they Hand; 

When deeply groaning from his inmoft foul, 

His long drawn fyllables prophetic roll. 

“ Hear, beft of Grecians! hear, your country’s grace! 
“ For fure ye boaft that heav’n-defcended race, 

“ Urg’d 

# Whatever be the genuine conftruftion of this hiftory, 
the moral may feem to convey no unfuitable leflon5 that the ap¬ 
plication of thofe talents with which we have been indulged by 
the Deity, fhould be exerted to his honor, and to the promo¬ 
tion of that plan, which his wifdom has adopted for the con* 
duft of the univerfe. Apollonius has afforded an example in 
his firft book of a diftempered bravo, who aimed the dart be¬ 
llowed upon him by the favor of Apollo, at the giver himfelf $ 
the fool perifhed by the vengeance of his benefactor. Phineus 
feems to have prefumed from the power conferred upon him, 
that he might a6t the part even of the god from whofe libera¬ 
lity it proceeded j which may evince him to have been already 
in his dotage. The introduction of this rniferable objedt is 
poetically and chara&eriftically elegant. His prophetic de¬ 
clarations forming the ground.work of the Argonautic releafe 
from the difficulties attending their navigation 3 difficulties from 

M a which 
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44 Urg’d by the mandate of a ruthlefs king, 

44 Who to the fleece of gold with Jafon fpring 
c< On Argo’s bofom ! yet—I know you well j 
44 Each myft’ry yet my auguring foul can tell: 

<c For this, thou pow’r of light, my thanks receive, 
44 Stili though my doom in reftlefs pangs to grieve! 
44 By *him, whofe fmile aflerts thefuppliam’s pray’r* 
44 Prefumptuous guilt whofe frowns of vengeance 

fcare, 

44 By day’s bright godhead, by the queen of Jove, 

44 Who views your labor with the looks of love, 

44 Oh! aid me, fnatch me from diftraftion’s woe, 

44 Quit not the Ihore, fome foft compaflion /how, 

44 Nor leave a wretch forlorn! the Furies’ rage* 

€t My eye-ball wrefts; a ling’ring load of age 
<c Drags my detefted life feverer ill 

<s Yet lovers the meafure of my pangs to fill J 

44 Voracious harpies flouncing from afar 
44 Snatch from my lips, fieFce-fhrieking to the war, 

44 Th* untafted morfelfay! what counfel’d weal 
44 To bury from their fight the lavifh’d meal ? 

0 

44 Myfelf I fooner from myfelf could hide : 

44 So fwift thro’ fields of air the monfters glide, 

44 If fome poor relique meet my hunger’s wifli, 

45 Unbounded odors taint th’ envenom’d difli; 

which their efcape would have been too faintly attributed 

to motives uncon ne£ted with the fpirit of heathen enthufiafm. 

* Jupiter is expreffcd in the original. 
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u Not famine dares th’ approach ! to fhield the heart 
“ Though nerves of adamant their pow’rs impart* 

“ Yet hard neceflity compels 5 I wait 
“ Whate’er they leave;——to ftarve, an happier fate! 
Ct By you (the oracle commands) expell’d, 

“ Ye fins of Boreas (to no vengeance fwell’d 
“ An * alien tide of fuccori) know my claim 
“ Of old, the joys of wealth, the prophet’s fame! 
u My fire, Agenor! when o’er Thrace my arms 

u The fceptre held, your fitter's bridal charms 
t( Enjoy’d, and rich her dow’ry, Phineus’ throne,” 
So fpoke Agenor $ fin ! with inftant moan 
Affliction rankles in each warrior-breaft. 

Chief the wing’d youths with confcious grief opprefs’d! 
SJow they approach $ no tear difdains their eye, 
Clafping his hands fuch Zetes’ Cage reply l 
<c Ah ! wretch beyond the wretches of mankind, 

* c Ah ! whence thofe torments of a feft’ring mind ? 
u Sure ’gainft the gods, the gods, thy wild offence! 

Thy ftrains their will macular difpenfe. 


• No alien could have averted the fufferings of Phineus* 
The harpies were invaders of the country of Phineus; they are 
painted as birds; and the Tons of Boreas are as much birds as 
men, in compliment to the rapid courfe of their father, who 
traverfes occafionally every portion of the globe. Thefeare 
a’lufions to Grecian fpirit of adventure; which adds, as it 
were, wings to its exertions! No alien could remove the af* 
fTi&ions of Phineus 3 in other words, no ally was at hand. 

M3 “ ’Tis 
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u ’Tis thence, feme headlong zeal provokes their ire 
u Far, far from us, (whate’er the fond defire!) 
fi To aid diftrefs ; our guilty thoughts recoil, 
cc If not a god ioipofe th 7 heroic toil. 
c4 Celeftial vengeance fiames at once to light; 
cc Yon harpies bend not to our vi&or-might, 

<c (To fuccor great the wifli!) till Phineus fwear. 

The pow’rs deteft not what we boldly dare.” 

The heroe ends ! * his orb the man of years. 

Full-rifining to the day, undaunted rears, 

And thus rejoins: 6t Oh!—filence to the ftrain ] 
i( Why with fufpicions double evVy pain ? 

“ Witnefs, 

& 

* The Furies, thofe ancient diftributors of divine jultice a- 
mong the heathens, bad, we may recoiled, deprived this Phi- * 
neus of his eye-fight, which he now recovers; for the perfo- 
nal interpofition of our winged heroes diflolves the charm of this 
infliftion. What credit may be given to heathen prophets ? 

a* little can be properly indulged to our modern political en- 
thufiafts, ufurpers of that facred denomination. Such a per- 
fonage is introduced, on occa/ion of a raoft candid, and de- 
fervediy .uoft- ferious inveftigation previouily attempted in a 
point of feripture prophecy, by Dr. Jortin, who feems in this 
inftance to have fubraitted too confiderable a facrifice to the 
fentiroents of a prelate, from whom his fuperior erudition and 
judgment have occafionally inttrufted him to differ: he has 
treated us with the pert prophet’s name. Rice Evans; one 
whom he confiftently calls ‘ a ftrange fellow.’ With a due 
adoption of fcriptural phrafes, at an a?ra, when feripture was 
compelled to come in by the profane quoters of the age, though no 
portion of its fpirit a&uated the principles of any party, with 

that bare * firft fight' which led him to an object open to com¬ 
mon 
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u Witnefs, Latona’s fon, thro’ myftr’y’s gloom 
u Guide of my labors, my afflifled doom ! 

<c Witnefs, thou cloud of darknefs o’er my head ! 

# » ♦ 

“ Nor ye, propitious, hail me to the dfcad, 

# 

“ Ye pow’rs infernal, Phineus* vows untrue ! 

<c —JSfo heav’nly frowns your gen’rous aid purfue/ 3 
Fluflt’d with his oath, and confident of joy. 
Attendant youths the feftai board employ ! 


mon obfervation, that the genius of the Englifli could hot fc- 
pinely Humber for a length of years under the factious dead¬ 
weight of democracy, and from an hypocritical mixture of 
circumftances defcribed to throw a ferviceabh aVatiti upon 
the minds of thofe, who were too fufficiently prepared for 
fuch wild impreflions, with thefe auxiliaries Rice Evans en¬ 
tered the field of enthufiam; where his corpfe lay for a cen¬ 
tury, or nearly, till reviv’d by the magic wand of the divine 
legationer But it has been the whimfical deftiny of this re¬ 
verend commentator to exhibit as an object of ecclefiaftical and 

public attention, a (hatter-brain, who had otherwi/e re/ted 
^without the With of a (ingle individual to be troubled tvtxi 
with his name. For the particulars of Rice Evans’s hiftory the 
reader may confult Dr. Jortin’s appendix to the firff volume of 
his Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hlftory. I mdy be permitted to 
obferve that Charles II. returned to England in the year t66o. 
Evans’s firft edition (if the thing is his!) difgraced literature 
in the year 1652.5 four years after the murder of Charles I. 

popular frenzy in this interval had abated a large portion of its 
idolatrous zeal for republican]fm, and the love of monarchy 
once more prevailed, even before matters were ripened to a 
fcheme for its renewal in this kingdom. EvanJT liimfelf was 
contented to interpret his vifion as a mere re-eftabUfliment of 
the ancient conftitution *, it was never worth while to enter 
more minutely into the tale, which he'vvhiftlesl 

M 4 
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The monfters* laft, worft treat!—the warriors ftand. 

Each the keen fdlcbion gleaming in his hand. 

Prone, while thefeer fcarce touch’d the fmoaking prize. 
As flafb the light nings, as the tempeft flies, 

Burft from the clouds the harpies wing their way, 
Swell the loud clamor, and demand their prey. 

The ready warriors hail th* aufpicious hour; 

All they behold their grizly maws devour; 

Far by the winds o’er boundlefs ocean toft ; 

The feent announces what a gueft was loft.—-* 
Wide through the realms of fpace, unfheath’d the 
fword. 

The boys fly headlong; heav’n’s eternal lord 
Man’s ev’ry nerve infatiate of the courfe : 

And vain, if Jove forbid, the arm of force ! 

The fiends outftrip the zephyr’s boundlefs wing, 

To Phineus’ board, or from its fweets their fpring, 
As when fierce panting the fagacious hounds. 

Skill’d in the chace along the foreft’s rounds 
The horned goat purfue, or tim’rous hind, 

A lejfning diftance to each ftep confign’d. 

Thy gnafh their teeth, they dart upon the fpoi); 

In vain 1—the brothers thus with ceafelefs toil 
Stretch their bold hands, juft grafp’d the monfter 
race— 

Where Plotas’s ifles furrounding ocean grace, 

Tho’ heav’n oppos’d, fure death had clos’d the flight 

But watchful Iris from th’ artherial hight 

Cleaves 
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Cleaves the wide air, impatient to control 
With Toothings mild the warriors’ vengeful ouf. 

“ Go, Boreas’ fons! nor more your falchions prove 
“ ’Gainft yon’ fwift harpies, ’gainfl the dogs of Jove ? 
“ * Myfelf will fwear, and what 1 fwear is fate, 

54 They ne’er again (hall haunt him with their hate.” 

She faid ! and firm by Stygian waters fwore, 

♦ 

Which gods with rev’rence, and with dread explore. 
Inviolable oath ! to Phineus free 

Tow’rs his lov’d manfion ; fuch the fix’d decree! 
Cheer’d by the voice they feek the roaring main ; 
Hence Plotas’s ifles no more] the cluft’ring reign 
Of f Strophadae yclep’d j the birds of woe. 

And She, whole fmiles pervade the fweepy bow, 

* Mr. Mafon in his ode upon 1 The Fate of Tyranny/ from 
the original of which our poetical hebraift has composed a la- 
tin ode in the fpirit of Horatian elegance, has the following 
verfe, 

1 Thus by myfelf I fwear, and what I fwear is fate.* 

Surely without the propriety of fcriptural expreflion ! it may 
fait an heathen deity, but not the molt Higheft, who is repre- 
fented asfpeaker in this paflage. 

+ The fons of Boreas, fatisfied with the oath of Iris 
turned about towards the (hip} hence were the iflands called 
Plot a by earlier ti&'vi%citors i named Similarderivation* 

of names, attributed to places from particular events, ab und in 
the fcriptural liiftory, to which fource it may without violence be 
conftrued, that heathenifm in this, and many other inftances 
familiarly applied, at leaft to the traditionary accounts of 
thofe nations, who had occafional intercourfe with the * peo¬ 
ple of God.* The introdu&ion of Iris llrongly marks the re¬ 
ference of our author to the Ai kite hiftory, 


Rufh 
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Rufli diverfe j they to Cretans cavern’d maze: 
Sublime the goddefs feeks the folar rays.— 
Meanwhile the frofl: the * fqualid feer furvey’d j 
Herds, flocks, the fpoils of Amycus difplay’d, 

Load the rich altar j with the plenteous treat 
The mawfion laughs—each warrior takes his feat. 
Once-wretched Pbineus his full wift enjoys. 

And, as a dream indulg’d, his tafte employs; 

Pleas’d with the facial board, yet foes to fleep. 
Through night for Boreas’ fons they vigils keep. 
Suing their lov’d return ; the hearth’s quick flame? 
Attracts the fage of much revolving fame: 

His thoughts, their courfe, its progrefs, and its end. 
cc ’Tis not at Pbineus will (ye chiefs attend \) 
cc HeavVs each refolve prophetic to reveal > 

“ Nor one , the gods permit, my ftrains conceal. 
tc Great were my fuff’rings, infolently bold 
16 Jove’s folemn counfels when my drain foretold, 
Full, and in order aU ! his facred choice 
c; Tb’ imperfeS oracle’s myfterious voice ; 

M 

• Lexicographers increase the confufion of a language by 
their adoption of a multiplicity of roots, where a fmaller pro¬ 
portion would be more elegant, as more perfpicuous. Scapu- 
la'fr conduct may be adduced jmccv applied to h#** he derives 
from ws? (fqualor) j but snrs?is itfelf borrowed from wlw (bibo) 

a fordid habit of body aiding from the abforption of thofe 
Juices, naturally tending to the due nourifhraent, another 
terra for the health of the human frame. A diforder, to which 
ibe- inhabitants of South Britain had been for ages ftrangers. 
is well known to be occafioned by poverty of blood. 


u That 
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c< That froward man , miftruftful of bis arts, 

“ May feek from heav n what heav’n alone imparts*. 

<c Soon 


* This religious fentiment placed in the mouth of a felf-con- 
demning prophet, the (harp memory of whofe fufferings led 
the way to his repentance may be explained, to a pui port little 
intended by an unenlightened reafoner. The abufeof talents, 
for the~poflefIion whereof individuals are diihnguifhed, is very 
confidently cenfured by an heathen poet, as aB abufe of the 


deities by whom they were conferred. Various punifhmcnU 
are infli&ed in the Aides of Greece upon thofe, who had thus 
deviated while oil earth from that 4 primum mobile’ of her 
enthufiafm, reverence for, and dread of the divinities. Phi- 
neus was in one moral light the tantalus of the infernal i egions. 
The harpies are agents in the bufmefs of his hflorical fnua- 
tion, illumined by poetical imagery. Sober refledion may 
extraa from machinery to fcriptural advantage, not only a 
conviaion of the hyprocrify, and preemption of the heathen 
priefthood in their delivery of oracular decrees, (two qualities 
copied with induftrious (kill from paganifm by its fuckling 
popery) but may likewife more eflentially arraign the felf-af- 
uming authority of prophets, who either calling themfelves J 

amba£ 


% Others of graver mein ! behold, adorn’d 
With holy enfigns how fublime they move; 

And bending oft their fandlimonious eyes 
Take homage of the fimple-minded throng ; 
Ambafladors of heaven l 

So fings the late philofophical Dr. Akenfide, who conferred 
honor upon an ecclefiapical defultory arguer by this retalia. 
tion of abufe, where filence had exprefled that contempt 
which it alone merited. Thefe lines adorn the third book of 
the Pleafuresof Imagination; a work, in general expreflive 
of that elegance of verfification, and energy of reflection which 
diftinguifhed our poet's youth ; and it were to be wilhed, for 

tho 


« ’Mid 



APOLLONIUS. 


Soon as the fail your anxious toils renews 
Cyanean rocks rife horrible to view. 


ambafladors of heaven are recorded by theinfpired pen to have 
aSed in defiance of its will, and affected to eftabUCh their re¬ 
putation on the credulity of their hearers j or who, regardlefs 
of ceteftiaf interposition, trumpeted prophecies, which they 
knew that they could never juttify, and wanned their imagi¬ 
nations with a wiki flalh of fallacy, not animated their reafon 
with the rays of truth. Thefe apoftates receive the ignomony 
they deferre in the Old, no lei's than in the New Teftament. 
Balsam was a prophet of God; for fo it may be concluded 

from the great condefcenfion, in which the Almighty per- 
fonally difcourfes with him, to divert him from that 
crooked path which the love of lucre had inclined him to 
purftie. He wavers in his duty, plucks the forbidden 
bribe, and is loft. Vet, in anfwer to the repeated me/Tages 
of theMidianites, &c. he conftantly acquaints them, that he 
coaid not attend them without the exprofs will of God $ trll 
temptation gained a triumph over virtue, and paflion induced 
him to importune the Lord for his perraiflion * to go, and 
curie the Ifraelites,' which had fo repeatedly been refus'd. 
When once he had quitted folid ground, he Aided from 
guilt to guilt, till he fell; a miferable vidUm cf his ow n vo¬ 
luntary blindnefs. Hence the gradation from his firft depsr* 
•, to the miraculous event of tire a/s, on which he travelled j 
he ftruck the beaft^ and it rebuked him in a human voice 
For the real conflru&ion of this hiftory, and a rational com¬ 
ment upon the iaft particular, infidelity would gather that in- 
ilruciion which it fupercilioufly degrades, by a perufal 


the regard due to his memory, that he had not hazarded the 
afteradons of the poem in the after periods of bis life. 


u 


Vix fert animus mutaias dicere formas! 


Ovid* Metam, I. i. v. r 
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« ’Mid ocean’s narrow’d fpace $ not one, I deem, 

“ Ere ’fcap’d the thunders of th’ indignant ftream ; 
“ No folid roots defy the dafhing tide, 

“ United oft they meet with jarring pride; 


“ High o’er their heads the billowy mountains roar, 
u And ftormy echo bellows through the fhore. 

<c But ye, the didates of my voice obey ! 

“ Firm, and colleded ftem the boift’rous way ; 


of Dr. Jortin’s J fifth difiertation. Faife prophecies were 
more peculiarly announced by our Savior, and his apotfies for 
future generations, from thofe claims to infpiration, which 
bigotry and authority affefting evinced their confcioutnet's, 
that the apoftles poflefled. A prophet in feripture (fays the 
pious Whitby) is 1 either a foreteller of things future, ora 
revealer of the will of God,’ Pretenders are excluded frora 
this definition, no lefs than Jews in the days of our Savior, 
whofe ‘ ruling ideas * of a Mefltah promoted their adop¬ 
tion of a faife, and a deftru&ion of the true. If falls, 
prophets * who by their works fhall be known* are del'cribed 
as obje&s of divine vengeance, it may Iikewife be remarked, 
that Ananias, and Saphira received punifhment even unto 
death. Self-flatterers of deceit, who 'approached their God, 
while their hearts were far from him.* Faife believers, who in 
the-inftant of converfion tempt the religion, which they would 
appear toefpou/e, • lying to the Holy Ghoftj’ that glorious 
emanation of the Deity poured into their bofoms to induce 
aconviftion, that even ‘ faith without woiks is dead.’ 


t Balaam having once erred became an hardened repro¬ 
bate j he had already tempted, he now openly defies the matter 
whom he ferved ; cour.leliing ' the Midianltes to fend their 
women among the Ifraelites, whom he knew to be under a 

f articular provide nee, direfting them to * avoid idols,’ and this 
to influence their pra&ice of idol-wor(hip. 


Nor 



m 


APOLLONIUS. 


<l Nor heedlefs of the gods with youthful breath 

« Ru(h on prefumptuous to the gates of death.— 

€i Fair memVy feal the Dove! her progrefs mark f 

** Soon as your caution wings her from the bark. 
If ’mong the rocks ihe ikims the favVing main, 

Nor doubt the conqueft, nor yourcourfe reftrain. 

« c Around, my chiefs, th* induftrious oar be fpread! 

% 

The ftraits of ocean ? tis not your s to dread ! 

« Spring unexhaufted to the talk, nor fpare 

“ The arm of labor for the voice of pray V/ 

« c Peace to the reft ! what ufe commands, is right; 

That be your bold purfuit! nor heav’n, your flight! 
cC No !—e’er ye fail the folemn vows be pay’d! 
c< But! if the dove, by baffled wings betray’d, 

tS Sink in the central deep, at once return ! 

No zeal can profper, if the pow’rs ye fpurn ! 

* c Yourl’elves (hall perifli in the whelming rock, 
Though rib’d with iron Argo dar’d the fhock, 
c< Oh wretches wand’rin^ from the o-ods’decree, 

0 0 7 

Who deem their * emp;y’d quiver loos’d on me ! 
<c Tho 5 glow’d, infatia:e glow’d their tenfold hate. 

My foul its mark, yet Pbineus points your fate; 
i* If heedlefs of the dove ye terrpt the wave, 

Truth iiarnps each facred word !—your lot to fave 
From the rude concourfe of the rocks your hoft, 
< 5 Swift through the Bofph'rus to Bithynia’s coaft 

• Let fortune empty her whole quiver on me! 

Dryd. Don Sebaftian. 

" Full 
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“ Full on the right ye fpring;,—avoid 'the fhore, 

* 

« ’Till Rheba, rapid ftream, fublimely roar; 

“ ’Till borne beyond the dark and dreary ffrand 
“ Thynasa’s ifle invites you to the land. 

“ Soon ftall the * circling hate’s oppofing foil 
“ Your voyage greet, an unremitted toil, 

There Acherufia’s f promontory-fhow 

“ Familiar pa/Tport to the (hades below ! 

“ Whofe fever’d foot ftern Ach’ron’s ftreams divide} 
“ Roll’d from rh’ enormous gulf his whirling tide. 

« Onward extend the Paphlagonian hills, 

« Whofe throne, thou heav’n-defcended Pelops, fillt 
“ Thy mighty line, illuftrious race of kings. 

“ —Mark now the beach, whofe wide expanfio/i 
" fprings 

«* A courfe confronted by the northern Bear: 

“ Charambys’ name the bights unbounded fliarej, 

“ Whofe 

• The Marianduni. 

f The mountains of Paphlagonia. It mull be conftrued 

from the various and extentfve morions of the -Argonauts* 
that various expeditions of ancient Greece are interwoven. 

\ The heroes being advanced in their voyage, according to 
the prophecy of Phineus, whofe prolix harangue evinces a ma¬ 
terial connexion with the fnbjefi of the poem in its various 
branches, it may be leafonable to fuhmit reflexions upon 
the introduction of the dove, rarely exifling in heathen poetry, 
unlefs as attendant on the car of Venus. That little, or no al- 
Uifion of this fort is here intended, no argument is requifite 
*2 perfuadej but the dove is folsmnly introduced 5 it is 
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u Whofe wild brow Boreas’ frozen blaft defies, 

<6 Shade of the deep, and rival of the Ikies. 

<c Whoe’er, my vent’rous friends, this reign furrounds, 
ct Views a long fhore incline its lengthen’d bounds; 
ct Proud prominent wafte of earth, in ang’ry mood 
Where Halys thunders, with his rage of flood : 

€C Beyond, the lefler Iris’ neighb’ring foam 
es Storms in proud whirlpools to her briny home. 

fer more folemnly made an inftrument of purpofes charae - 
icriflicaUy facred in the reprefentation of the deluge by 
the holy writings. Infidelity is froiicfome upon fuch allu- 
flons, but on tint account they are more defervedly regarded 
by thofe. who dare c to think for themfelves.* Philologifts may 
be fuffered in humbler concerns to imagine refembtences, 
which were never meant, and derive the fentiments of an au¬ 
thor from a fource, with which he has frequently been unac¬ 
quainted. I hear one fullen critic exclaim with a feoff of tri¬ 
umph, “ Apollonius no doubt was a laborious ftudent of the 
Mofaic writings I'’ But the Greeks, my valuable friend of 
literary excurfions, certainly drew their ideas from thofe of 
their mailers in the corruption of pure religion, the enthu- 
fiafts of Egypt, and of the eaftern world. From the Egyptians 
more immediately, as it has been regularly traced ; a people 
much boafted for fuperiority of knowiege, or rather for the 
magic cunning of hypocritical divination; for their ikilfulnef* 
in aftronomy. fynonymous with the pitiful arts of aflrology , a 
mean tool to their native fuperftition ; for the wonders of their 
arcbite&ure, no other than the unwieldy ftruttures, ere&ed 
by entbofiafm to the dilhonor of tafte, and of propriety. 
However—peace be to their pyramids ! be they ftill the bury¬ 
ing places of oftentation ! enough, if our Argonautic expedi¬ 
tion may be here aflifted with an argument of its deduction 
from the generally received kiflory of the feriplural ark. See 
the Analyfis of Anc. Mythol. 


« The 



'APOLLONIUS. 


1 77 

« The dreary wild a farther voyage lends, 

“ Proje&ing fteep, whofe towering arm extends; 

“ And farther yet thy mouth, benignant ftream, 

‘ c Beneath the hills * that catch the dawning beam 
“ Opes, in thy lucid bofom to receive 
<£ The wave, thro’ many a maze whofe treafures heave. 
t£ Nor, Dzeas, far thy plains ! or threefold charms 
Of cities, pride of Amazonian arms ! 

<{ Or patient Chalybae, the flaves of toil, 

“ Whofe plough with harvefts crowns a ftubbom foil; 
cc No iron’s ftrength refills their harden’d will, 

‘ 5 f A circling train with flocks their vallies All 
“ Beyond the J hights of hofpitable Jove; 

“ Near, where Mofluna lifts her awful grove, 
tc Widethro’herrealmsthe mountain’s darkling fhade 
“ O’erhangs her domes of folid wood difplay’d; 
u Of wood each firm-built citadel of fame, 

“ Which crowns the nation with its honor’d name. 

cc Thefe funk to view, a rugged §i(le ye greet; 
u When many a labor from their native feat 

* This addition is hazarded to the original, as chara&erif* 
tic of the eminence by which it diftinguifhes the Themyfce- 
nean mountains. The promontory of Themyfcfcrasum, like 
the dominion of the Chalybes, was a portion of the Scythian 
kingdom, near the river Thermodon. The picture of them, 
as fabricators of iron inftruments, delineates their rugged dif- 
pofition to a more barbarous purfuit of war. 
f The Tibareni. 

X The Promontory of Genets, on which a temple was 
ere#ed, facred to Jupiter, { patron of Grangers.* 

$ This ifle is termed by the fcholiaft Areiias. 

N 
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44 Hath urg’d the feather’d myriad’s fhrieking train, 
44 That crowd the coaft innum’rous ; Mayors’ fane 
44 Column’d with ftone the || warrior-queens atteft, 

\ l 

44 Rear’d, when the glow of arms their fouls poffefs’d. 
44 There wait thofe triumphs, to my voice deny’d, 
44 That fafety ne’er by fainting hope fupply’d ! 

44 There vot’rv of your weal a tranfient flay 
44 Fair friendflbip’sfmile commands!—yet, Phineus, 
41 ftray 

44 No more, too daring, with continuous found 
44 The mazy oracle’s prophetic round. 

44 Beyond the ifle, beyond the region’s fite 
44 Confronting, Phylyra beams in native might; 

44 Above, Macrona’s rude-expanded coaft j 
44 Nor far, Bechiria points her num’rous hoft*. 

44 Here the Sapeirs wooe their native mead ! 

44 And there Byzerse, circling-warriors, lead 
44 To Colchos’ ftern-brow’d fons!—yet, heroes, fail, 
44 Till thro’ the central main your oars prevail 

5 Thefe queens were Otrera and Antiope. 

* Io barbarous kingdoms, where the employment of arm* 
was in a manner a fecondary quality, fubfervient to the prin¬ 
ciples of an entbufiaftic devotion, no fuperior portion of fanc- 
tiry may be prefumed to have diftinguifhed particular v nations. 
Indeed the word fan&ity boafts a conftruAion more imme* 
diately philofofhical n ifixTitt in the text I therefore derive 
not from ino: (fan&us) but from c<ro; (quantus) in confor¬ 
mity, together with the foregoing reafons, with the general 
application of mp to natural Jit tuition, or to quantity. 


44 O’er 
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4C O’er fair Cytsea’s realm! from fields o’erfpread 
44 With Circe’s magic from the (ky-prop’d head 
'< 4 Of haughty Amaras far, far remov’d 
44 Lo! Phafis joins his ocean much belov’d! 

44 This, this the fpot decreed ! the viftor-bark 

45 Shall thence the turrets of Aietes mark ; 

44 Shall there th’ umbrageous reign of Mars behold, 
44 High where the beech fufpends the fleece of gold j 
44 Shall there the dragon, horrible to view, 

<c Whofe eyes each object rolling round purfue, 

46 Of orb ftill faithful to its aftive pow’rs, 

44 When dayferenely beams, or midnightlow’rs/’— 
He ceas’d ! and terror arm’d with ftern control 
Seiz’d ev’ry brow, and rul’d o’er evVy foul f. 

f On the prefent geographical arrangement I will only 
fubmit an opinion of its conformity with the fituation of 
the feveral places, intimated in the days of Apollonius, 
Many of thefe are canvas'd in the occafional alterations of 
their names. A very ancient map is a very incompetent re¬ 
membrancer, fuch reference is therefore negle&ed j and it 
would be too liable to attratt the brutum fulmen of thd 
eaftern critic , if we dared the attempt of a new map of the 
world, as fubfifting in the primaeval age of Grecian coloniza¬ 
tion, here alluded to by Apollonius, Suffice it, that the land 
of Ceres, the land of magic, as generally deferibed by hea¬ 
then poefy, is no other, from the reprefentation of hiftory, 
conveyed to us particularly by the prefent pi&ure, than the 
more ancient kingdom of Egypt$ to which it is almoft fuper- 
fluous to add, that the Grecians were indebted for this main 
pillar to the foundation of their 1 venerable Eleufinian myfte- 
ries,’ or rather to the fuperftrufture itfelf, for the very prin¬ 
ciples of thefe dark feenes of horrid enthufiafm were derived 
from Egyptian fullenefs, 

N 2 
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But Jafon’s thoughts the mighty wonders fcan. 
Deep paufing, till at length the chief began. 

44 Enough, oh ! feer, thofe accents of a friend 

O 7 * 

<c Have trac’d our labors, and announc’d their end l 
cc Have warn’d us, ’mid the rock’s incumb’ring train, 
cc Secure to pafs the perils of the main; 
cc Yet, fuch the due reward of virtue’s courfe, 

* 

44 Again to Greece return’d her native force. 

44 Give, fage unerring, freely give to know 
44 Our happier conduct from each path of woe ! 

44 My hoft ne’er guiding, nor myfelf a guide, 

<c How belt fhall Jafon Item the roaring tide ? 

44 For ah! proud Colchos eyes a dreary round, 

44 Old ocean’s, and the world’s extremer bound.”— 
He fpake ! the fage rejoins, 44 When once, my fon, 
46 Thy lot the horrors of the rocks to fhun, 

44 Vain fears, avaunt! from JEa?s realm a God 
44 Shall fmootb thy voyage with aufpicious nod y 
44 To A Ea leads each pilot of the (kies! 

44 —Yet, yet, my friends, no prudent fcorn defies 
44 The Cyprian goddefs of each luring wile; 

44 Your wars are'conquefts, when fbe deigns a fmile: 
44 Ceafe fond enquiries f for I fpeak no more.” 
Thus ends the feer ! their anxious looks explore 
The youths of Boreas ; fwiftof airy wing 
To earth defcends their nimble-footed fpringi 
Each heroe fudden rufhes from his feat. 

To gaze the guefts, admiring as they greet * 


When 
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When t Zetes yielding what their wifh defir’d, 

Ev’n now thick-panting, from his labor tir’d. 

Points the fell harpies, their inglorious flight. 

By Iris refcu’d from fraternal might. 

His {trains the goddefs* fav’ring notes recount, 
Theboundlefs cavern drear of Creta’s mount, 

Wrap’d o’er the fiends’ defpair; the focial dome 
Receives the warriors in its genial home: 

An herald Phineus to th’ alTembly prefs’d ; 

When Jafon thus, benevolent of breaft. 
u Yes ! Phineus, thine a God, a God to {hare, 

“ Balm of thy pangs, and folace of thy care ! 

t The return of the two brothers is very iudicioufly fixed 
at the clofe of Phineus’s lait fpeech, wherein be points out the 
particular deity by whofe patronage the holt were defined to 
return in fafety to their native country. At the conclufion of 
J a fan's fpeech laft-delivered, a reference may teem to have 
been intended by Apollonius to the limits of the more an¬ 
cient world in Grecian eHimationj limits affixed hy the va¬ 
nity of their ideas, gratifying itfclf with the confinement of 
haoitation to regions, which compofed the more contracted 
fphere of their own connexions The aflerrion relative to 
Egypt may evince, that in the days of our poet the operations 
of Greece in the bufinefs of emigration were familiarly under, 
flood throughout her kingdoms to l)3ve never (as far as re¬ 
laud to the eailier Argonauts) -extended on that fide of the 
globe beyond the Egyptian dominions. Hence the neceflary 
deficiencies of geographical experience, with thofe in aftro- 
nomy from the nature of mere coafttn% voyages ! 

Venus introduced in the fpeech of Pnineus immediately 
preceding the return of Zetes and Calais, is confidently made 
it iubjeX of At g '.nautic adoration, on their return , when we 
refleX upon the affiftance, flic indulged to the intrigues of 
Medea and Jafon. 

n 3 
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<c From far to thee our wretched train he drove, 

C6 That Boreas’ fons might aid thee with their love, 
“ Would radiant light tbofe darkling orbs renew, 

€t Blefs’d were my foul, as with my country’s view.”— 
The voice of goodnefs ceas’d; with downcaft head 
The fage rejoins ; u No pitying pow’r will /hed 

w 

cc An healing med’cine to my hopelefs ftate; 

Clos’d my funk eye-balls by the grafp of fate; 
Heav’n, inftant plunge me to the lhades below S 
“ AndPhineus’tranfports ne’er (hall anguifli know!”“~ 

Thus mutual anfwers ftcal the hours away. 

Till drops fweet converfe to Aurora’s ray ! 

Around their prince colle&ed fubjefls pour, 
Socuftom’d, to the morn’s appointed hour ; 

Some fcantier portion of their wealth they load ; 
The fage impartial, as his bofom glow’d, 
Toeachdifplays th’ oracular command, 

Tho* not a prefent ope the grudging hand : 

Yet keen affli&ion flies his art divine ; 

Hence the fond vifit flows, the treafures fliine. 

Parcebius ever to a mafter dear, 

HaiFd to the dome his fmiles the warrior cheer, 

Ere while prefag’d, that here the vent’rous race 
Of Grecian braves a flielt’ring port Ihould trace. 
Their fearch iEetes thro’ the billows roar : 

And lo ! the cable clafps § Bithynia’s fliore ! 

The 

§ ewe in the original is commented by the fcholiaft, as the 

capital city ofPhineus's dominions, called Bi&m?. The capital 

of 
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The Jove-commiflion’d harpies theirs to quell. 

.—At once the feer, his words as honey fell. 

The council’d vot’ries quits with lib’ral mind ; 
Paraebius, fuch his wifh, remains behind. 

And joins the hoft of heroes; at his nod 
Amid the fleecy fold the fav’rite trod 
The beft fele&ing, (’tis a fov’reign’s will!) 

The man of years fufpends his prieftly fkill, 

Harangues the rowers, as Parsebius went. 

And courteous wins their ready ear’s aflent. 

u Not all poflefs the headftrong rage of man ; 

“ There are, a gen’rous friend who nobly fcan; 
u Such have ye feen; to me the ftranger came, 

<c A wretch, to Phineus* art his facred claim. 

<c Pangs were his moments, forrow was his heart, 

“ ’Till want could fcarce a ling’ring meal impart; 

Days roll’d on days each little comfort fpoil ; 

“ No peace from anguilh, and no reft from toil. 

“ A father s crime his keener fuff’rings moan ; 
ct WandYing the mountain’s fteepy bights alone 

“ IVhofe axe up-roots thy honors, awful grove, 

u Nor pray’r*, thou gentle Hamadryad, move* ; 

u How 

of kingdoms in the earlier periods of fettlement is well-known 
to have been (ynonymous with, or very nearly refembling the 
appellation of the region itfelf. 

• It may perhaps argue a degree of partiality to conftrue 
the myrtle of Virgil, which grew upon the tomb of Polydore, 

and which, when plucked by the hand of -flsneas, drop’d 

N 4 with 
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46 How vain thy plaintive mufic to the ftroke, 
cc Which now,—now thunders on the monarch oak, 

<c Coeval 

with blood, as an immediate copy of the Hamadryad of Apol¬ 
lonius j but it certainly bears a peculiar refemblance. The 
Jnclofure cf thefe ‘ virgins of the Jbade * in the trees of which 
it was compo/ed, was a part of the heathen fuperftition 5 and 
originally arofe from the principle, that every portion of na¬ 
ture was under the influence ofirs local, and focial divinity, and 
by a familiar purfait of fuch idea, that a general animation pre¬ 
vailed in every furrounding objeft. The wound inflifted upon 
the body of Polydore in the branch of the myrtle may have been 

derived from the extreme veneration, in which the heathens 
held their dead; and the complaint of Polydore himfelf be 
merely defigned, unlefs it be regarded likewife in a fuper- 
natural light, as a poetical preparative immediately after 
given of bis fufferings, and death, which hiftory it muft 
be prefumed that his countrymen would be folicitous to 
learn. That to paint the fupernatur2l was a material defign 
of the poet, his own occafional apoftrophes, and exclamations 

may feem to evince ! 

It has been obferved • by the editor in a former publication, 

wherein this pheenomenon of the ‘bleeding myrtle* is dif- 
CuiTed, that Ovid, for fo a critic exprefles himfelf, * has omit¬ 
ted this ftory though it fell in his way.* The reafon did not 
at that time occur to me; but I take it te have been this: in 
the firft place there was no dire& metamorphofis j for Poly¬ 
dore was not changed into a myrtle \ but the nyrlle partook 
of the eflence of an animated human body, from that of Poly¬ 
dore having been depofited at its root t and that this prodigy 

was rather fubordinate te, than a part of religious enthufiafm; 
from the fubfequent fpeech of Polydore it muft be prefumed 
to have been introduced, to ferve the particular occafion of the 
Trojan army, connected with their prefent circumftances, 

▼ 

* Works of Anacreon, Sappho, See, Ridley, izmo, 1768. 

and 
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< c Coeval trunk, in whofe protective (hade 

« For many an age thy lovely form was lav’d, 

* » 

and fituation. In conformity with this fome exhibition of 
the marvelous which introduced a vifit, as it were, from one of 
their deceafed fellow-fuiferers in the Trojan war, fuit.ible in 
point of folemnity, and importance, to the difpofitions of 
minds, anxious for the completion of their labors. 

A very excellent ufe has been made of the heathen fyftein 
of the Hamadryads intermixed, as it may be furmiftd, with 
this fable of the bleeding myrtle, by a writer, equally 
celebrated for ferious, and ludicrous applications of claflical 
ingenuity to the plan of his conipoiitions. 

«In ev'ry Ihrub, in ev’ry flow’ret’s bloom, 

« That paints with varying hues yon’ fmiling plain, 

« Some heroe’s allies iflue from the tomb, 

* And live a vegetable life again. 


‘Perhaps, myVilliers, for I ling to thee, 

« Perhaps unknowing of the bloom it gives, 

< In yon fair fey on of Apollo’s tree 

* The facred dull of young Marcellus lives l 

c pluck not the leaf \ ’twere facrilege to wound 

* Xh* ideal mem’iy of his purer (hade ; 

c j n thefe fad feat* an early grave he found, 

* And the * firft rites to gloomy is convey'd.* 

Mr. Whitehead’s Elegy on the Maufoleum of Augustus. 


* Marcellus is recorded to have been the firft perfon buried 
in this monument. 
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Cf Down, down it falls J ah why, incautious foe, 
** In youth’s gay fpringf uch rank oppreffion blow *? 
The nymph in labor’s unavailing gloom 
Now feals the father’s, and his offspring’s doom. 

€ * The crime refle&ing, as he meets my fight, 

4 ‘ Rear to the maid, I cry, the altar’s bight ; 

There fmoke the facrifice in folemn ftate ! 
tc The youth laments no more a father $ fate. 

At once the heav’n-defcended tempefts end ; 

** He loves the patron, nor negle&s the friend : 

Ci Ev’n now relu&ant quits me, left my grief 
<c Or fue attention, or demand relief,”— 

So fpake the feer ! their gladden’d eyes behold 
Paraebius leading from the fleecy fold 

The 

• There 5 s true fpirit and elegance in this little rural epi- 
fode.—Groves in every period of fuperftition have been 
mark’d with religious veneration* Mamlius in his Aftrono- 
mica, fays, 

c Jupiter eft, quodcunque vides, quocunque movei is.* 

A verfe of energy, which may be applied from the genius of 

heathen mythology to the rehdence of fome divinity in every 
object of nature. On the firft perufal of this * pious fcenery,’ 
Mrs. Carter's excellent ode, in which the Hamadryad is Co 
daflicaily introduced, occur'd to memory ; her clofe to which 
gives a poetical turn, not to be traced from Apollonius. It 
may be remarked, that theftory of this tranl'a&ion is deduct- 
ble from the entbuftafm confecrating very ancient druidi- 
cal worlbip. Our moral Sappho attributes the t/etfrutfion of 
ft ( fy Ivan walk,* the favorite nurfe of meditation, to a defeft 

of 
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The double prize, and rifing from their feat 
The man of faith the f Chief, and Brothers greet. 
As Phineus rules, the folemn vow they fhow’r 
To radiant Phoebus’ fate-announcing pow’r, 

Bid the lov’d hearth with rich effulgence /hine. 
When meek-ey’d twilight || marks the day’s decline. 
The youthful train each feftal treafure fpread. 
Around, congenial fweets the converfe feed ; 

Till fatiate with their joys the flumb’ring tide 
Or prefs the haulfers, or the manfion’s pride. 

Now wakes the dawn! and wake th’ Etefian gales. 
Breath’d o’er the land ! afiiftant Jove prevails *, 
Cyrene (Fame reports!) o’er Peneus’meads 
In earlier days her fleecy myriads leads; 

No genial Jove her virgin-hour employs, 

No couch devoted yet to bridal joys; 

of relifli for exercifes of the mind in purfuits of f finer fancy.* 
Such fcenes were devoted to ceremonies of venerable prieftcraft. 
The Hamadryad of the text is termed Thynzean. 

f Jafon, and the Tons of Boreas, rife at the approach of 
Paraebius, 

lj The original exprefies the fun-fet; as one among the dif. 
tributions of day and night fet apart by ancient ufage for va* 
rious employments, or recreations. As foon as the facrifices 
were performed, feftal conviviality fucceeded, and after be^ 
coming atieaft reafonably fociai, they made an orderly retreat 
to Humber $ but they are generally pi&ured to have before re* 
ceived ample nourilhment for their palates. 


Thou 
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Thou, god of light, behold# her mztchlefs charms f 

Faft by the ft ream thou clafpft’ her in thy arms ; 

Far from, iEmonia by the earrh-born maids 
Nurs’d, where her mountain fubjeft Lybia (hades. 
Such Arljlesui birth ! profufe of grain 
Guide of the heids, and Ihepberd of the plain 
JEmonia hails him ; Phoebus’ thrilling bread 

In wedlock gave his huntrefs to be % blefs’d ; 

Ev’n from the nurs’ry’s cares his infant gave 
To urge the ftudious hours in Chiron’s cave; 

In youth’s maturer bloom the Mufes’ care 
Grac’d his lov’d nuptials with th* illuft’rious fair. 

Ere fach the joys, their lib’ral fondnefs taught 
Th’ medicinal arts, and augury’s thought; 

l M zjuzIxiz, for fxaxsflxta, furely may be thus interpreted, ra- 
therin conformity wirh the ufual conrtru^ion alluding to her 
antiquity, Cyrene was con futenlly dedicated to the patronage 

of Apolo, as part of, or bordering upon the Egyptian terri¬ 
tories. The nymph according to the mjtliojogical 

from whole name the city and country here deferibed were tie. 
duced, m3y not improperly be called wife oj Apollo, from the 
fsttlement, which the Grecians there made, who received this 
deity from Egypt. She was a huntrefs in aDufiun to the more 
favage fituation in tvhich the Greeks may be concluded to have 
found the country, as indeed their vanity neceBkrih induced 
them to conftrue Others, which they anciently cohmized, litle 
better than dens, and forcits for the fuftenance of wild beafts, 
till man became their tyrant, and in courfe their extirpator, 
without the flighted regard to that law of * prior occupancy,' 
which he has iurr.etimes judged requisite to confjder in his j»- 

tercourie with his fellow-creatures The Grecian poets digni¬ 
fied even debauchery with the came of wedlock. 


Gave 
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Gave him their flocks, rich fov’reignty, to fhield; 
To tafte the Tweeter blifs of Phthia’s field. 

To roam the dark recefs of Ortbys’ wood. 

Or the foft margin of the circling * flood ; 

What time wild Sirius, frantic in his ire, 

Sets the wide world of Minoan’s ifles on fire. 

Far, far remov’d each remedy of ill, 

Their altars with thy name the vot’ries fill. 

Tamer of famine ; mandate of the God, 

Whofe boy obedient to a father’s nod 
For Ceos Phthia quits, affliftion’s friend ; 

Quits with the myriads, who his voice attend. 
Myriads, whofe veins Lycadn’s lineage prove; 
There rears the temple to lemaean Jove ; 

The ftar of peftilence receives the vow 

With heav’n’s dread monarch on the mountain’s brow. 

Twice twenty rolling days th’ Etefian wind 

For gen’rous feed, fo cuftom’d, to unbind 
The genial clod, breathes elemental peace ; 

Nor ftill o’er Ceos’ plain your offerings ceafe, 

* The river Apidanus. Chiron our deified inftruflorof 
childhood exifted in the Cretan cave j he is drawn in an am¬ 
phibious forma fio/7. The mirotaur was a fimiJar perfvnage, 

man and beaft. Chiron educated his pupils in principles of 
war,among which the knowledge of horfes was peculiarly dif- 
tmguifbed. He was a philofopher and legislator, and in thefe 
refpe&s defervedly attained an human pre-eminence. The 
cave, like bimfelF, and the land he inhabited, was myftery, 
derived from earliefl ages of the world renew'd, and united 

with Grecian mythology. 
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Ere Sirius* beam awakes, ye facred throng: 

So flows the fallow’d voice of fabled fong !— 

Th’ attendant warriors wooe the fond delay. 

While Thynian hofts the liberal gift difplay; 

Each circling fun, whofe Toothing torrents roll, 

Fair meed of Phineus* heav’n-pervading foul. 

Now to th’ affembled gods they load the fhrine, 

Firm on the farther (hore with rites divine; 

Array’d they mount their Argo’s facred fide, 

And grafp the {olid oar with confcious pride, 

Tend thee, fweet bird of innocence and fear; 

—Euphemus’ hands th’ aufpicious captive rear. 

Her wild wing check’d to flight; the ready band 

Look the fix’d haulfers from the billowy ftrand. 
Thou, fav’ring Pallas, mark’ft their awful courfe! 
A cloud fuftains thee with its buoyant force; 

And fpeeds thy weight refifllefs o’er the main, 

Guide of the bark, and guardian of the train. 

As when (ftill patient of fatigue we roam!) 

The willing wand’rer quits his native home, 

Nor far remov’d the * deftin’d regions lie. 
Swallowing the track, that winds beneath his eye. 
(Such, Hope, thy dazling fun-fhine !) in his mind 

Awhile he rolls each comfort left behind ; 

Now chill the marfhes ! now the defart burns! 
From fide to fide an anxious look he turns 5 

• They feem more nearly approaching upon every exertion 
of thofe vrijbes , which anticipate the arrival of the travellers at 

the bourne of their labors. 

Thee 
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Thee, Pallas, thus thy airy veffel bore, 

Plac'd on the wild inhofpitable fhore f. 

But theirs to join the (urge- con traced maze. 
Where the huge rock its rugged tovfr difplays. 
Beneath, the whirl-pool in its mad career, 

Forbids thee, Argo, thro’ the gulph to fleer. 

With many a dread the warrior-fouls contend; 

Waves dalh’d on waves with rocks their horrors blend. 
Appalling the ftun’d ear; the foamy fteep 
Rebellowing-wide each thunder of the deep. 

Arous’d Euphemus, in his hand the dove. 

Impatient fprings the prow’s afcent to prove; 

Toils ev’ry oar, as Tiphys’ zeal infpires. 

Collected ftrength each panting heroe fires; 

’Mid billowy battlements the bark purfues 
A path fecure ; beyond the rejl fhe views 

f PaJias lands atTliunisj from which place the adven¬ 
turers had recently departed. On the foregoing fimile may it 
be permitted to remark, that the molt admired poets of Greece, 
and Rome were not critically exaft in the conduct of their 
comparifons? The objeSl defigned for refeinblance being very 
ufually extended beyond the limits of the itlelf. Many 
minute circumftances are admitted in the prefent fimile, which 
characterize the date, and difpofirion of the wanderer,, by no 
means eflentially, if in the lead, connected with thofe, in which 
the goddefs is reprefented. This may be efteemed a facrifice 
of the poet to his knowledge of human nature, and his ardor 
to defcribe the working of the paflions. But the purfuit of 
intention is alike fervent in the goddefs, and in the man. 
The earlier fpirit of romantic adventure, poflefling the Greek, 
is Itrongly pointed out j a fpirit concomitant with that of mar¬ 
tial exertions in periods lefs refined* 

Op’d 
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Op’d to the furge the loftieft, and the laft, 

Each Hern rock’s bofom bravely to be pafs’d, 

Wild Boars the fiutt’ring heart ; with rapid wing 
Eupkemus bids the bird of omen fpring ; 

Crowd the fond warriors, gazing at the fight. 

Forth thro’ f the recks fhe weaves her dauntlefs flight, 
Which , bent with headlong fury to oppofe 
Her onward way, in horrid union clofe 

Their clafhing fides, fell difeords mutual jar; 

The boiling ocean maddens with the war ! 

A dreary night of clouds ! found rolls on found, 

And Hea ’n in echoes fwells the tempeft’s round. 
Each heiiow cavern ’mid the deeps below 

Roars to the tide the murmur’d tale of woe ; 

Burft to the fhore, and frantic in thy mood, 

Tby fallies rufb, thou % wildly-wanton flood ! 
Round the tefs’d bark the circling eddies fpread ; 

The dove’s rich plumage fkims the rock’s vaft head. 

f The original exprefles two rocks $ floating in mid ocean. 

Pindar in his fourth Pythian ode, which Ihould always attend 
the reading of Apollonius, deferibes them in his richeft energy 
of jemimenr, and expreflion. 

t The original implying the outrageous triumph 

of id iot bushier conveys in its application to the ungovern- 
a'-'s wildnefs of the billows, an happier ftrength of refle&ion, 
nnd bcider animation of poetry than the cool joffice of de¬ 
liberate criricifm may commend. The comparifon pene¬ 
trans rr-r.re forcibly the mind, than ‘ Babylon in ruins * of 

J;;nacy though imprefling it with the molt inveterate ftage 
cf delirium. 


The 
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The perils pafs’d, each oar’s allotted lord 
Sounds the. fair omen; Tiphys* ftrains accord, 

And urge the toil continuousevil hour! 

The rocks’ huge jaws wide open to devour ! 

Chill terror wraps each oar-compelling foul$ 
Returning furges unexhaufted roll 5 

Full ’mid the rocks the paflive veflel reels 5 

* 

The palfy’d hoft defpondent anguilh feels, 

As fure deftruflion hover'd ; Ocean’s pride 

Frown’d to the aching eye, from fide to fide. 

% 

Sudden the furge, enormous in its courfe, 

Fierce fwelling as the mountain’s cragged force 
Foams horrible; with brow declin’d they mark 
The burfting death fiifpended o’er the bark; 
Thanks, Tiphys, thanks to thy prevailing nod! 
Safe o’er the furge the tow’ring veflel rod ; 

While from the rocks, unconfcious of a care 
Floats the proud ilru&ure, as on wings of air. 

At once Euphemus to each heroe flies, 

" Bend every oar with matchlefs ftrength/’ he cries; 
The fhouting comrades cleave the liquid way, 

Swift as the rower Argo’s oaks obey, 

So fwift her progrefs to the furge recoils; 

Thus bends the twanging bow in glory s toils ! 

The whelming wave wide-ruflies, but in vain! 
Smooth as the ♦ cylinder’s felf-center’d reign, 

The 

* This companion of the veficl’s rolling over the furges to the 
motion of a cylinder is accurate, and proves that a poet, with 

0 due 
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The tow ring tenor of her track fhe keeps. 

Safe o’er the billowy manfions of the deeps f* 

Tow*ring impetuous j plung’d amid the rocks. 

Fiercer by the torrent’s whirlthe fullen fhock* 
From fide to fide in mountains fwcll the flood: 
Unmov’d the ribs, that wrap the naval wood. 

Thy talk, fond Pallas, with protective breaft 
From peril’s frown the fav’rite bark to wreft 
A courfe refiftlefs to her fpeed impart. 

As foars the feather’d light’ning of the dart. 

The rocks, collected to the mutual fight, 

Rufli on the ftern 5 each ornament from fight 

Burft to the deep its airy fummit leaves: 

And heav’n the tutelary pow’r receives. — 

Each danger % far repel Pd ! the mountain’s head 

Firn 1 on its bafe, broad in its Nation /pread 

Im- 

due caution as to the frequent difplay of thofe oppofite abili¬ 
ties, is not incompatible with the mechanic ; a remark which 
may be extended to the natural philofopher in general. In¬ 
deed, without ailufions to objects not immediately connected 
with the fpirit of the Mufe, he would be a mere verfifier ; a 
charaQer as remote from a bard, as (according Dr. Young 1 * 
expreffive aflertion of the fuperiority of facred over all other 
poetry) * thunder is louder than a whifper.’ 

t The original epithet to is xarrn^sc, which fignifies 
any thing ferving for a cover 5 and fuch mull the leave have 
appeared to the Argonauts to threaten in its lize and ap-^ 
proximation. Scapula paraphrales the above epithet, 

4 Unda, qucefeattollendo velut alto quodam teftooperit.* 

J Orig. v. 604 and 607. NxAs.utf, ftiff word, is too fuddenly 
repeated 5 and, therefore, as no addition to the force of the paf- 

fages. 
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Immoveable, as Fate's high counfel faft ; 

When Teen by heroes, and by heroes paft * l 

F reed 

fages,is inelegant. Whence (hall we derive it? Lexicographers 
are not agreed j perhaps vJ the particle (valde) and ottipf 

(perdo.) 

‘ I’m weary of conjectures! this muft end them.’ 

Cato, a dramatic poem. 

• The decree of the Deftinies, that thefe floating rocks 
fhould be fixed, as foon as an adventurer in navigation had 
feen and efcaped them, ttrongly characterizes the romantic 
{pint, influencing heathen devotion in its ideas of «gods 
many, and lords many.’ They, who are in poffeffion of a 
far better religion, 

(Felices nimium fua fi bona norint!) 
may contentedly conftrue thefe objeCts to appearances with 

refpeft to particular Gtuations. Before the Argonauts had 

traverfed this afTemblage of rocks, they may feem to have 
been inconceivable: the monftrous appearances, however 
feemingly in a fluctuating flare before that event, inflant* 
ly afterwards became fixed ; and as reconcileable to atten¬ 
tion, as rocks are uniformly experienced. An enterprif- 
ing and multifarious f writer might be difpofed to attribute 
this change to the * varying vibration of nerves 5’ but, in the 
comment of our prefent text, neither philofophy may be called 
in aid, nor religion (I mean that in which we deservedly tri* 
umph !) may be tiecejfarily perverted. The fenfes and con¬ 
dition of human nature are fufficient appeals 5 a danger ap*. 
proaching, and a danger avoided, create very different tran- 
iitions in the mind. The motion of waves on the one hand, 

and that of the veffel, borne upon them, on the other, muft 

* 

I Dr. Prieftley. 

O % 


be 
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Freed from their fears, no object ftrikes their eye, 
None but th* expanded fea, and boundless iky j 
All feel their refcue from th’ infernal (hade : 

When Tiphys thus bis pious foul difplay’d. 

<c Safe is our Argot fafe our daring hofl t 
<c Thine, Pallas, thine, the gen’rous aid we boaft! 
“ Her matchkfs ftru&ure own’d thy ikill divine j 
€i Each peril baffled, and the conqueft thine! 
u Nor thee, my chief, the mandates of thy king, 
u Far from the rocks our happier lot to fpring, 
c< Terrific (caret a god, a god our friend ! 

41 Hark! Phineus bidsfuccefs our cares attendf’ 

He ceas'd ! the veflel (fuch his dread command!) 
Mid ocean ftems beyond Bithynia’s land. 

From Jafon’s lips the cordial accents flow: 

66 Why, Tiphys, thus addrefs the man of woe ? 

“ I, I am guilty ! J and my foul’s defpair 
54 No good can palliate, and no years repair ! 

be concluded (and m more ancient, and therefore lefs experi¬ 
enced ages, rauft unavoidably have fo actuated,) to have occa- 
fioned m idea to tbe diftarbed obferver a motion of the very 
obje&s (the rocks J, by nature impoflible to be removed. Thefe 
rocks evaded, reafon reverted to her familiar tone of exertion. 
Accordingly we obferve, that the exceffive horrors, which had 
bewildered thought, on its firft communication with thefe 
< prodigious mountains* in the centre of expanded ocean, fub- 
iide, and the oorapofed voyager obferves, 

‘ Nil, niG pontus, et aer.’ Ovid. Met. 

t BpCpr* m the original is explained by the enfuing lines. 
Sea pa deduces the word from (placed for the night) 

and derived from » (priv.J and Bp70; (mortalis) night being 

ill- 
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« My better talk, when Pelias urg’d the toil, 

“ To fpurn his mandate, and refufe the fpoil! 

<c Fix’d to refiftance, though my forfeit life, 

“ Limb wrench’d from limb, had clos’d thegen’roui 
tc flrife. 

With terrors palfy’d, with affliflionsiprefs’d 
I plough the furge, no heroe in my breaft ; 

Th’ illufive fhore with doubtful wifhes truft, 

Each heart unfocial, and each hand unjuft! 

Ere fince your ardor fialh’d to glory’s ray, 

Mine is the fleeplefs night, the throbbing day f 
Much Jafon has revolv’d ! § thy fteady mind 
Harangues, my Tiphys, to no griefs refign’d ! 
Nor for myfelf thefe forrowing torrents fall; 

My fears for thefe, for thofe, for thee—for all! 
My fears, lov’d comrades (thou my witnefs, truth) 
Left Greece from Jafon claim her perilh’d youth!” 


cc 


tc 


cc 


cc 


(( 


cc 


it 


tt 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ill-fuited to * (bort.fighted mortals,’ and indeed they rarely 
fee with precifion * at broad noon day.* Scapula likewife con- 
je&ures its origin to be The fenfe of either is recoh* 

cileable with the paflage in queftion, but the dedu&ions are 
arbitrary, when we confider the mifplacing, and omifiion of 
letters, neceflary for the fupport of etymological principles. 
What if we con (true 'H/afyowv, from «/<*<» (cum, fimul) and 

Bpdoe > 

* To err is human 1* 

$ Thy fteady temper, Portius, 

Can look on pride, ambition, fraud, and Caefar 
In the calm lights of mild philofophy; 

I’m tortur’d ev’n to madnefs! 

Cato $ a dramatic poem • 

0 3 So 
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So flow the flrains, that * tempt the warrior foul! 
Around their life-reviving murmurs roll; 

Wak’d by th’ applaufe his thrilling pulfes beat, 
And thus he vents his bofom’s inmoft heat. 

€C Oh ! friends, my fafety center’d in your own, 
My belt full confidence your worth alone, 

<c Vain horrors, hence! no more ye Jafon awe, 
ce Though hell to fnatch me gap’d her vengeful maw; 

Urg’d by each danger while your toils increafe! 
lc —For now, yon floating prodigy’s at peace, 

Cf Nor ill-advis’d I deem, no future hour 
cs Such feenes deftruSive on our courfe fliall pour; 
fc If while o’er ocean’s fields we hold our flate, 
cc Thy counfels we attend, thou feer of fate . 

He fpake, the mutual converfe charm’d no more. 

# 

At once they ply the f difeontinuous oar 

By 


* The fame thought is literally expreffed in our verfion of 
the New Teftament. ‘ This be laid, tempting them/ 


■f* The griding {word with difeontinuous wound 
Pafs’d through him, but tb’ etherial fubftance clos’d. 
Not long divijible . 

Milt. Par. Loft, b. vi. 1 . 3*9, 330* 


*This word, rarely ufed, transferred from our immortal bard, 
is taken by Dr. Newton's interpretation from the old defini¬ 
tion of a wound, that it feparates the continuity of the parts. 
* s Vnlnus eft folutio continui.” The enfuing epithet, * divi¬ 
sible/ might lead to this conftru&ion. But there may be 
little occafion to aflift the poetical by an application to the 
chirurgical art, when we refleft that ( difeontinuous/ alludes 

" to 
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By Rhebas rapid flream, Colona’s hight, 

By the drear promontory's % fable night , 

The fea-girt threjhold of thy wat’ry dome, 

Phylleia, fofter’d in the focial home 
Of Dipfacus, where Pbrixus fmil’d, the prize 
His boaft what time the hated feats he flies j 
Sprung from the nymph, whofe beauties rule the mead. 
His ev’ry thought difdains th’ oppreffiye deed} 
Thence, with a mother fhar\l the father’s reign 
Tends on the peaceful fhore his fleecy train. 

Thefe as they pafs, they mark his lifted flirine, 

Mark the Hop’d margin to the flood decline 5 
And Calpe’s deep ferene : when fhades prevail. 
With unremitted oars the warriors fail. 

to the wound infli&ed by the 1 fwift wheel reverfe* of the 
archangel’s fword, which, \ 

4 Deep entVing Jbar'd 
% All his right fide.* 

* Difcontinuous,’ we may therefore derive from the Latin 
particle (dis) unifying the motion of Mifchael’s effort when 
he (truck Satan, and his continued perfeverance till the great 
wound was given. 

t This is called < the black promontory 1 in the text. The 
verfion has hazarded an expanfion of the original, refer¬ 
ring to the effect, which an extenlive mountain has upon the 
eye of an obferver placed beneath it, to render it of a darker 
appearance. 4 Nemorum no&em,’ is an expreflion of a late 
bard, whofe Englifh poetry is accuracy, but whofe Roman lyrics 
are not always purely clafflcal; however, this cannot fail to 
receive the fimile of his countrymen, on account of the free¬ 
dom of thought, which it fo fpiritedly inforces. 

0 4 
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As to the lowing laborers of the field 

ClogM with deep-rains the ftubborn furrows yield, 

M 

Yield at the laftaround, the fmoaking tides 

Diftil profufely from their necks, their fides, 

♦ 

Their ftrain’d orbs writhing by the yoke opprefsM, 
The parch’d breath heaves inceffant from their breaft; 
Fix’d firm in earth their * hoofs urge the ftern way ; 
Urge thro* the heavy anxious hours of day ; 
Tenacious thus the laboring oar they ply ! 

When the mild day-beam lingers in the Iky 
RefeSIed) ere the fullen hand of night 
Wraps with her veil the foj} remains of light, 

In tbefe ferener moments, Thunis* ifle 
Wooes to her defart ftrand the heroes’ finite: 

The vifiiants defcend to fav’rite earth ; 

Where be, the triumph of Latona’s birth, 

The god, (returning from fair Lycia’s land, 

As to your myriads. Hyperborean band. 

He fpeeds) his votaries hail; his cheek along, 

Curl’d as the vine-branch the fpread ringlets throng; 

• 2*«{iVrerrann the original has been more ufuaily explained 
from (incumbo) the little particle p added by epenthefis 

to the root from which it thus branches. This is clipping, if 
sot coming! why not, as more ftri&ly etymological, derive it 
from cums (quafi <?■*?c^, claudus) and {lirrcftat (pro/icior ) The 
word itfelf in its found is expreflive of the objeft defcribed. 
The foot of the oxen in the yoke finking through the extreme 

moifture of the ground occafiom an apparent iamenefs in the 
animals, obliged to give at every ftep the full preffiire of their 
ebefts to tbe burden of the draught. 

f The Argonauts. 

«e 
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With carelefs touch he waves the filver bow, 

Adown his iv’ry back the quiver's ftow 
Floats from his feoulders * Thunis* trembles round. 
The furge beneath him feeks its earthly bound. 
Soul-reaving terror chills them as they gaze ; 

Th’ unbounded radiance, which his eye difplays, 

4 Who can endure it?’ lowly-meek depend 

* 

Their confcious looks; his rapid pinions bend. 
Whole Ocean lighting from the fields of air ; 

When Orpheus’ mufic foothes the gen’ral care ! 

44 Heroes all hail ! the God whofe fplendor cheers 

44 This fubjeft world, the fire of morn appears! 

44 Our’s the lov’d ifland of his facred claim j 

44 The lib’ral vi&im /peak his honor’d name, 

41 Rear’d on the circling feore an humbler ferine! 

44 And if in future years his will divine 
44 Grant to iEmonia’s reign our fafe return, 

44 The thighsof many-branching goats feall burn*. 

‘ 4 What- 

* Why are (lie-goats offered to Apollo ? They were to be 
offered by the Argonauts on their return to Greece; fo fays 
my original! a return, which thefe adventurers hoped to ob¬ 
tain through the indulgence of their patron, and guardian, 
deity. The profpeft of comfort and happinefs, when they 
were fixed in their native country, is not unfuitably afcer- 
tained from the ufes of this animal to the purpofes of do- 
meftic life. We may certainly collet, that the goat was pe¬ 
culiarly efteemed in a more facred and diftinguiflied line by 
remote antiquity. A veneration and diftinttion not only 
familiar to the critic upon heathen ceremonies, but to the 

commentator of thofe facrifices appointed by the Almighty 
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<c Whate’er we can, is due !—Libations rife! 

<6 And incenfe curl’d in volumes fcent the Ikies ! 

4t StilJ, when no more thy prefent fmiles we trace, 
cc Still deign to guide us with tby fav’ring grace!” 

He ends \ their altar rude with flints they fpread j 

Others with curious eye, and eager tread, 

The plains pervade; in pious with to End 

Or fhaggy goat, or fear-indulging hind, 

Amid congenial beafts who roam for food 
The gloomy horrors of the boundlefs wood. 
Latona’s fon affords the ready prey; 

Thee, leader of the dawn, their vows difplay ! 

Each fever d vidian on the altar plac’d, 

A flaming facrince, the godhead grac’d; 

The fuU-voic’d chorus crowds the hallow'd fire: 
Thy fmiles, young ruler of the dart, infpire ! 

Thee, arrow-lancing boy, tby vot’ries ling; 
CEagrus’ minftrel wakes the lyric firing; 

Wakes the fhrill melody’s immortal ftrain ; 

His theme, Apollo! fair Parnaffus’ plain 

Saw from its mountain-rocks the dolphin’s length, 
Huge mo after, Ievel’d by the bowyer’s llrength ; 
Scarce f o’er his cheek the riling down prevails, 
Luxuriant treffes wanton to the gales. Be 

to rivet the attention of his favored people to the Creator of 

animals, fub&rvient to the empire of man, as conducive to 
bis fubfiftence. 

t The original word paraphrafed in the verfion, yvpvo;, I 
believe to have been borrowed fiora fome pifture, or ftatue of 

Apollo, 
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Be yet, propitious ! (may thofe treffes flow. 

Nor art’s reftraining hand, nor injury know! 

Such Phoebus’ right ! and fuch, a mother’s charms 
Behold her offspring, elafp’d within her arms!) 

CoryciVs virgins in his worth rejoice; 

tc God of the dart,” refounds the tuneful voice; 

ApoMo, fubfifting in the days of our author. Whatever may 
he the force of fuch conftru&ion, l have hten contented to 
fubmit a more general application to the ftate of youth. The 
heathen deities exhibited in a more youth: ui character appear 
nnornamented by drefs. The more adult, who may be pre¬ 
fumed to have arrived at a ‘ mil’chievous maturity,' as they 
experienced previoufly to deification : the relulution of he¬ 
roes remained afterwards find? red with the pafTwns of men. 
ApoMo may feem delineated in the bloom of youth, from his 
origin as parent of light 5 for the fun in the (pint of ealtern, 
no iefs than weftern enthu/ia/rn, was thence honored with 
that incorruptible animation, more immediately pofiitiTcd in 
the vernal feafon of life. The earlier ancients faw the fun 
rile (f will not aflert it of many modern* 1) they faw it like* 
wife decline, only to rife again. No wonder that thofe, who 
may (lome of them) have imbibed no purer principles, con- 
fidered it as the lource of fplendor, fo convenient to the en¬ 
gagements, and fo conducive to the intereits of exigence. 
Poetry came in aid of what the heathens pronounced religion# 
Every deity a flu tried a different appearance, according to the 
more infantile, or more oftenfibk part in which he was to fi¬ 
gure in the mythological fyttem. There was Jupiter in his 
cradle at Crete; there was Jupiter in his amours. Apollo 
was pictured in the arms of his mother, and of his miftrefs. 
Perhaps amongft the whole ‘ officina deorum,’ Cupid alone 
enjoyed, in a literal fenfe, an eternalyouth ; and this in confor¬ 
mity with the paflions, which, however we may occafionally 
obferve them to overflow in age, are more rational charac¬ 
terises, as rationally indulged in youth alone. 


Thence 
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Thence to the powV of light the votive fong! 

Clofe to the raptures of the warrior-throng 
Around the bowl’s libations rich they fwear 
The public fuccor their eternal care; 

Swear by the altar’s touch the friendly foul; 

Still, pious records, ftill your periods roll; 

To concord rais’d the temple’s radiant fcene, 

Still found the glories of its gen’rous queen!— 
Now the third dawn awak d ! with genial fmile 
The zephyr woces them from the tow’ring ifle. 

Oppos’d to view thy entrance, Phrygian tide, 

They pafs the plains of many-blooming pride. 

And Lycus’ ftrearo, that cheers the circling mead; 
Swift as the gale they urge their rapid fpeed. 

Cables, and naval armaments refound 

Crafliing; amid the Hides’ no&urnal round 

Sooth’d is the lively blaft; their joys avow 
Th* afylum wilh’d of Acherufia’s brow, 

Whofe far expanded hights, a boundlefs fteep, 

Frown o’er the billows of Bithynia’s deep ; 

Wrap’d in its central realm the rock’s vaft (hoot, 
Lav’d by the fiirge, diftends a polilh’d root; 

Roll’d ocean bellows round with horrid roar: 
Above—huge plantanes crown the haughty (hore. 
There, wide-within, the fpacious regions prove 
The hollow entrance of an onward groye; 

Deep maze of foreft, in whofe craggy womb 

Unfathom’d Orcus finks the cavern’d gloom ; 

Whence 
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Whence fullen vapors with a palfying chill. 

Eternal pefts, the long receffes fill. 

Hoar nurfe of frofts, which hold their ftubborn fway. 
Scarce melting to the Sun’s meridian ray ! 

Nor thine, flern mountain, quiet’s lovely reign, 

Still fond to liften as the waves complain ! 

Still fond to liften from the gulf below. 

While winds loud-murm’ring thro* thy foliage blow* 
Thence Ach’ron’s melancholy waters fpread. 

Their burfting fource the promontory’s head ; 

To eaftern ocean’s arms their tribute yield, 

Pour’d thro’ the bofom of the valley’d field. 

Such waft thou, Ach’ron ! known in future time 
At Megara, the failor-faving clime ; 

Nifean Megara, whofe warrior-birth 

Thy myriads gave to that incircting earth, 

Fair* Paphlagonia’s grace; *twas thine to greet 

With foftVing arms the tempeft-fhaken fleet! 

On 


* In the original the country of the Marianduni, to which a 
colony from Megara emigrated in the com fe of years, and was 
faved from fhipwreck by the (helter of the river Acheron $ 
from this circumftance diftinguilhed by the name of 
a preferver of navigators. With regard to the etymology of 
names and places, we may efteem them lefs arbitrarily im- 
pofed, when a proper inveftigation is dirt&ed by that more 
authentic clue, the knowlege of languages, in which thofe 
diftin&ions are primarily recorded, and by the hiftory of 
the refpe&ive kingdoms, in which tbofe languages were 
tiled j add to thefe a connexion of languages, and kingdoms 
with others tnore contiguous from mtercourfe of conqueft, 

union. 
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On thefe aupicious fhore$ ? refign’d to fight 
Pioud Acherufia’s promontory hight. 

Thrice welcome beach, the ready warriors 5 land. 
The genial breeze fcarce breathing o’er the ftrand. 
Nor long from Lycus fov’reign of the coaft, 

Nor long from tbofe conceal’d, his fubjett hoft, 

Th 5 approach of men, Item Amycus who flew: 
Erewhile from fame the deed of worth they knew, 

union, and commerce. But in many inflances we may be 
fatisfied to tread upon lefs exteniive ground. Acheron, and 
its furiounding fcenery may be fufficiently evinced from the 
description of Apollonius to have worn the face of melancholy 
itfelf; gloom and fullennefs of natural fituations difpofe the 
mind to congenial reSe&ions, whence originates fuptrftition. 
This many-headed monfler was the growth of heathen en- 
thufiafm, which fo far from wiOiing to lop off one head with 
fhe fvvord of reafon, encouraged additional ones repeatedly 
to rife under the nurturing rays of credulity and imagina¬ 
tion. H.athenifm would admit of no vacuum, but every 
corner of creation was to be fi.ied with deified phantoms. As 
above the earth crowds of divinities were fabled to reflde, 

beneath the earth others were to refde likewife. Hence the 
fituation of Aides in thefe regions of horror, in which from 
carlieft ages the myfterious fo!emnicies were performed ! The 
names of Acheron and Ai'des imply forrow, and familiarized 
the conceptions of a future flare, the uncertainty of which, 
when compared with the afrual experience Gf things during 
prefent exiftence, muft nectflarily hr.re imprefled tiie medita¬ 
tions of thofe, whole devotion was as little adapted to comforn 
as it was little derive.: from truth, with the fevereft awe. 
After fuch a picture of polytheil'tical romance, happy is the 

chrifiian rrbo can contrail it with the certainty, the purity, 
and the chearfuir.efs of bis own religion I 
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Prais’d was the conqueror, and avow’d the friend; 
While Pollux as * a God the many tend, 

Around collefled ; late their own th’ alarms, 

That call’d the treaty-breaking fiends to arms f. 

In early hour ’mid Lycus’ focial dome 
Secur’d by public faith the heroes roam; 

Mix’d with the treat rich converfe of the foul. 

Ingenuous truths from Jafon’s bofom roll ; 

Each heroe told, his heav’n-defcended line, 

And Pelias’ mandate to the great defign ; 

Th 5 afylum foft of Lemnos’ focial bow’rs; 

Their deeds in Cyzicus’ imperial tow’rs; 

That Myfia’s, Cyos’ foft’ring harbors left, 

They deeply mourn’d, of their Alcides reft; 

Sage Glaucus’ counfels their unbounded trull$ 
Bebrycia’s king, and fubje&s laid in dull $ 

A Phineus 5 prophecy, a Phineus’ woe. 

His Cyanean rocks efcap’d his accents fhow ; 


° A prejudiced people thus complimented works, which' 
they could not as miracles refill. ‘ The Gods are come down 
to us in the likenefs of men , and they called Barnabas Jupiter, 
and Paul Mercurius.' A&s, xiv. u,xi. 

f Thefe fubje&s of Lycus had lately been at war with-the 
BebryciVnsj for thus fpeaks my original. The verfe imme¬ 
diately preceding (orig. 759) mull be read m/*, words 
which, \f quantity be efteemed worthy cf attention, are necef- 
farily reverfed from their ufual run. Verfe 764. orig. for the 
fame reafon muft be read of psv j perhaps *; fxb may be ftill 
better, the repetition poflefling fupeiior force and elegance. 

Known 
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Known iii his fav’rite iiIe the Pow’r of day: 

And, while his ftrains the various tale difplay. 

He footbes the lift fling ear ; at once renew'd 

Thy theme, Alcides, Lycus thus purfued. 

Ah ! why, ye ftrangers, fuch a bulwark loft, 
cc This length of ocean to ^Eetes crofs’d ? 

Well fix’d in mem'ry, fince his form I trac’d ; 
cc My fire, my Dafcylus’ abode he grac’d, 

M Ev’n o’er this fpot y thro 5 Afian realms alone 
c * Stalking! Hippolita, thy warrior-zone 
** His triumph ftamp’d, ’twas but my manhood’s 
“ dawn ; 

<c Yet can I ne’er forget a brother drawn 

<c A wretched corfe, ^this, this the fatal plain 1) 

* c To rites funereal, by the Myfians flain : 

ct Still by the people mourn’d *, from that fad hour 

* c Flows the fond elegy’s bewailing fhow’r! 

“ ’Twas His to conquer, dauntlefs in the fight, 

<c Skill’d in the coeflus, Titias’ lordly might; 

<c Above the bold compeers whofeenvy’d claim,. 

<c The pow’rs of vigor, and the charms of frame; 

* c Crafh’d all'his teeth, he thunders to the ground. 
Thy toils fraternal, Phrygia’s ample round, 

“ Encircling realm, with Myfia s fubjetthoft % 
ct Join’d richer conquefts to my father’s coaft; 

Gave to his fceptre’s fway Bithynia’s pride, 
cc And regions lav’d by Rbceba’s filver tide, 
c< Ev’n to Colona’s hights ; th’ extended earth 
u Spontaneous by the tons of Pelops’ birth 


* 
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Surrender’d to my fire ; Billseus’ flood 

“ Breaks o’er her verdant fides in fallen mood. 

“ The rude Bebrycians with their impious lord 
u (Far, far remov’d that bold unerring fword !) 

“ Swell their rich bound’ries with recover’d fpoil, 

“ To realms, where Hypius feeds the mar/hy foil ! 
tc Yours, warriors, the revenge 1 the folemn time 
“ (No ! not a god will /tamp thy hate a crime 
“ Well-urg’d thee, Pollux, to th* embattled fhore, 
“ And crulh’d the tyrant, welt’ring in his gore 1 
u Be thanks, your glory’s due, my heart’s employ ! 
“ Thanks by a Lycus pay’d with confcious joy ! 

“ Such the choice incenfe of a grateful bread ! 

“ Fair Virtue's meed !—Jhe fuccors the diftrefs’d. 
cc My Son fuch deeds of conqueft /hall infpire 
u Your paths to follow, and partake your fire. 

“ Oh ! may a father vaunt! when fuch the friend, 

u Your courfe each hofpitable /hore /hall tend 
cc Wide toThermodon’sftreaml—-ev’n now be mine 

“ Far on the beach to rear the hallow’d /hrine I 

% 

“ Rear to the twins on Acherufia’s brow ; 

The gazing mariner with pafling vow 
u Shall crown the ftru<3ure; mighty Godheads known, 

cs Fad by the city to ihemfelves alone 
65 Be many an acre’s fertil glebe refign’d !” 

—So fmil’d the re/tal converfe of the mind ! 
Aurora rifes! to the (hips they hade. 

With myriad gifts aflociate Lycus grac’d 

P 


The 
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The parting hoft; nor His, relu<3ant ftores* 

Who yields an offspring from paternal fliores *, 
There, fon of Abas, thy prophetic breath 
Felt, as it fpake, the deftin’d ftroke of death ! 

Ah ! what avail’d thee, future fcenes to fpy ? 

Grim fate her viflira points, ’tis thine to die ! 
Wrap’d in the offer-fringed ftreatn, that leads 
A lazy current thro’ the fedgy meads. 

His fides he laves, to footbe th’ embowel’d heat; 
When the huge boar ftern-rufbes from his feat. 

The dreaded tyrant of each woodland maid. 
Unknown to man the fen’s vaft length he ftray.’d,. 
c His folitary reign while Idmon ftalks, 

Conceal’d the favage eyes his wauy walks ; 

Darts from the covert with relentlefs fpring ; 
Flounc’d on his thigh the talons’ grifly wing ; 

Full to the bone the throbbing finew bare, 

Aghaft he roars in anguifli of defpair; 

• The focial and temperate difpofition of Lycus is cba- 
rafteriltically defigned by Apollonius. The deification of 
the twin-born derai-gods was congenial with the overflow of 
pious gratitude in an heathen bofom, and the fpontaneous 
refignation of the fon of Lycus, as a guide to thofe fliores, 
the bofpitality of wbofe inhabitants would by his interpofition 
be fecured to the Argonauts, evinced the cordial benevolence 
by which the father’s moral principles were infpired. Such 
practical philofophy in the latter view boafts a fuperiority over 
thofe phlegmatic arguments of theory, which however they 
pervade the tongue have too frecjuentiy no influence upon the 

conduft. 

Prone- 
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Prone-ifluing, wonder feiz’d the Ii'ft’ning tram, 

With loud laments colle&ed o’er the fiain. 

As flies the monfter o'er the marfh, thy art. 

Brave Peleus, whirl’d the too-unfaithful dart, 

With doubled rage be turns, devoid of fear; 

Stern Idas in his vitals lodg’d the fpear. 

Sunk breathlefs to the ground bis bulky force ! 
-—Slow to the bark they bore the warrior corfe 
Thick-panting, till fond life’s diforder’d charms 
Fade, ficken, vaniih in their friendly arms. 

Awhile the main forgot, the tear they fhed ; 

The laft, laft tribute to the facred dead, 
bree days to grief refign’d $ the dawning light 
Darts a fourth ray, and marks the clofing rite, 
Magnificently fad ; the fcene of woe 
Grac’d by the monarch’s and the fubjeffs (how. 

Doom’d many a vi#im from the fleecy ftore 
(Such laws adorn the dead !) to bleat no more 
There to their Idmon’s ihade a tomb they raifej 
The monument of worth to future days : 

Above the ihore the * naval olive grew ; 

Still green, embofom’d in the fteep to view. 

Thou, 

* The wild olive, the fame with that on which St. Paul 

forms his moft elegant comparifon in his Epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, receives in the prefent paflage the epithet of wfe*, from 
its fituation in the vicinity of the ocean. The word ^e'Xa^, 
applied to trees in thefe more ancient writings, expretfes the 
Item of a tree employ’d to fallen the cables of ihips to the 

P a ihore 



211 


APaLLONIDS. 


Thou, lovely mufe, infpire the facred theme ! 

Be mine to pour the confecrating ftream \ 

To ling that Phoebus will’d the * pious hojl 

To bail with pray’r the patron of the coaff, 

And 

fhore. When we read of the Titanians vrrefting whole im- 

menfe trees by the roots from the earth, we may reflect that 
inch trees were wielded by them in their battles againft the 
heathen deities, and are placed conformably with the expan¬ 
lion of ideas to exprefs the enormity of gigantic oppofition;. 
extemporaneous weapons were fnatched up by paffion at 
periods, when reafon had not exercifed her definitive pre¬ 
eminence of invention, as to martial inftraments : thefe * filva- 
rum fragraina’ which were adapted to purfuits of fudden anger. 
The became afterwards * clubs,’ from the compat* 

refs and perfeverance of which favage inftrument their firm 
phalanxes may not unfairly be deduced. Dr. Potter's Grec. 
Antiq. vol. ii. p. 36. 

The olive-tree, fpecified in the text to have been fituated in 
the bofom of the promontory, as it were in a fufpendeef ftate, 
may intimate, that the Argonauts had taken a flip of the 
branches from the ftem of the tree upon the there, and placed, 
it ‘ in piam meraoriam,’ (for fuch was the cuftom !) near, or 
upon the burial place of Idmon 5 it there took root, and pof- 
teriry faw it adorned with more diffufive foliage. 

* That the exertions cf numbers were attributed to a Angle 

* O 

heroe of ancient Greece is a circumftance, which little admits 
an argument. The fimplicity of the Argonautic relation was 
highly confiflent with the riling importance of Grecian ad¬ 
venture, and perfectly conformable with an unfettled ftate. 
Idmon's cbaraQer is a picture of Grecian prepofleflions as to 
objeds of devotional regard. Idmon was a prophet; it might 
notpethapsbe difficult to afeertain his genuine origin from 
holy writ. He could foretell his death, but however urgent 
the pleas of nature, we obferve from our original,, that 

he 
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And from the time-devoted olive’s round, 

A central fpot, the city-walls to fotfrtd ; 

No more their boaft fage Idmon’s auguring fame, 

Chang’d the fond vow to Agameftor’s name.— 
What other comrades met th* untimely doom ? 

Again the heroes heave the folemn tomb ! 

Ev’n now the two-fold monuments arife.; 

(So fame records!) the gallant Tiphys dies! 

he could not prevent it. The Fates are called into office upon 
theoccafion; yet what are the Fates but currents of thofe 
1 muddy dreams,' flowing from a fource the leaji defiled ? In pro- 
cefs of time, when Bceotia and IVleg3ra were, as it is recorded, 
direfted by Apollo to a veneration of Agameftor, as a fubfti- 
tute for the augur Idmon. Idmon reprefents the date of re¬ 
ligion, as to the prophetic * afflatus,' and the ceremonies of 
religious rites in the parade of funerals.; his hiflory likewife 
evinces that devotional adherence to monumental exhibitions; 
which from the prefent epifode of our poet may corroborate, or 
rather confirm the opinion, that cities themlelves owed their 
oiiginal condruclion on the heathen plan to the fpiritof pious 
enihufiafm. The city Heraclea, for fo the text is underdood 
by the ic'holiaft, was erefted round the * tumulus' of Idmon. 

The title of Agameftor is purely Grecian ; he is a man of many 
counfels 5 this peculiarity may attract our ideas to the ages, 
which gave birth ro the ancient republics fo greatly valued, as 
foundations of liberty, and fo greatly cqnfufed by that hetero¬ 
geneous mixture of leveling dominion, which has been ex¬ 
perienced to corrupt the fuhordination of every date, unlefs 
happily converted, or to l'peak more jultly, perverted to 
the infignificant lethargy of bufy dullnefs, uniformly influ¬ 
encing commercial orthodoxy. Such is the prelent funine- 
nefs of burgomajler prevalency ! Rich they may be ; but fuch 
a fyHem prevents them from being great! They (hould for the 
lad purpofes re-adopt an active, not a paflive fladtholder. 

P 3 Red 
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Reft to his billowy toils the fates decree. 

Far from his country, which he ne’er fliall fee ; 
Short the difeafe that hurl’d him to the {hade !— 
While Idmon’s corfe attendant duty laid^ 

How fwells their forrow’s unexhaufted tear. 

To Idmon’s join’d the wretched Tiphys’ bier * ! 
Loft in defpair, a flow dull pace they keep, 
(Clofewrap’d their veftments) by the roaring deep $ 
Nor comfort’s food, nor treafures of the bowl, 

To foothe the pangs that rankle in their foul! 

No ray of hope enlightens their return ! 

Still were their lot for native realms to burn, 

When mighty Juno warm’d Ancaeus’ brcaft $ 

(By ocean’s god the parent fair comprefs’d 
Gave near Imbrafius’ ftream the boy to day ; 

His theftern fceptre’s weJl-inftru&ed fway!)' 

Thus Peleus’ eafe the gen’rous accents chide ! 

“ Is this the heroe’s talk, his honeft pride, 
u Thou fon of iEacus ? From fcenes of toil 
<c Liftlefs to flumber in a foreign foil ? 
il Not thus, experienc’d in the war my peace 
<c I left for Jafon, and his radiant fleece ! 
tc Left thine, Parthenia, left my country’s arms 5 
Ci Nor lefs Ancasus’ art the billow charms ! 

• If we confider the fervices of Tiphys, while the Argo 
pafled the Symplegades, we may reconcile the forrow for a pi¬ 
lot loft. 

♦ 


“ To 
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“ To ftem wide ocean not a fear be ours! 

Others, our happy boaft, of matchlefs pow’rs | 
li Whoe’er * the pilot of the gen’ral voice, 
u No cenfure dares arraign our purer choice, 

** Hence!—-and thefe truths with anxious breath 
u reveal! 

And fpur to deeds of worth our dying zeal V 9 
tie ends! With throbbing joys his bofom beats j 
Erewhile th’ affembled warriors Peleus greets. 
u Ah! why my gallant friends, this wafteof grief? 
<c Thefe, thefe have perifh’d, nor is our*s relief! 
u Their lot the fuff’rings of mankind to fliare; 

<c Yet many a name invites the veflel’s care! 

Ours, virtue’s toil, impatient to depart! 

14 Oh! burft this heavy lethargy of heart. 1 ” 

* Juno, as confidently as poetically, is reprefented to have 
animated the ardor of Ancseus; through her interpofition he 
is enabled to preclude the cenfure of arrogance, other wife im¬ 
putable to his conduct. Such weie the enthufiaftic efforts of 
polytheiTm to divert the paflions inherent in man into the 
channel of deified importance. The fimple truth is, that the 
death of Tiphys made a vacancy, which Ancseus was ready to 
fill. Idmon po fie fled no place unlefs that, if we can call it 
one, of augur, which many others, it may be concluded, were 
prepared to fupply j he was therefore much lamented ; Tiphys 
had been of fervice in bis department, but in fie ad of honors 
to his memory, a candidate immediately ftarts up virtually to 
deface it, however, the dire&ions of Phineus rendered the 
office of augur lefs important; and the paflage of Argo 
through the rocks, fatal to navigators, having been accom¬ 
plished, there was lefs occafion for that of pilot j to which 
place Peleus feems to have afpired. 

P 4 Deep* 
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Deep pond’ring his reflection, Jafon cries; 

Whence fhall tbefe rulers, Peleus, whence arife? 

** They o’er the hoft, whofe fkil! fuperior fpred, 

‘ c Hide in defpondence the diminifh’d head, 
lt With more than Jafon’s woe ; fure as our friends 
Cfi Mix with the dead, my foul a fcene portends 
Of boundlejs ill; perchance the. frown divine 
<c May ne’er A£etes to our vows refign ! 

61 Ne’er, we may ne’er review our native home 5 
cc Again thofe bars of rock fecure to roam ! 

Through life embofom’d in this dreary fpace, 
tc Our death difaftrous, and our years difgrace !” 
The heroe fpake! Ancaeus’ reftlefs foul 

Flew to the bark, and feiz’d the helm’s control; 

A god’s commands the zealous ardor wing, 

* Three rival warriors to the labor fpring ; 

The gen’ral frown their forward zeal difprov’d, 

And fix’d Ancaeus in the feat he lov’d. 

Twelve days Aurora fireak’d the Iky ; they fail; 
Swells the full canvas to the weftern gale ; 

Thro’ AchVon’sftream with founding oars they pafs’d, 
Each Ihroud expanded to the faithful blaft; 

• The names of thefe are intimated in the original to have 
been * Erginus, Nauplius, and Euphemus.* Ancieus, the 
moft importunate, and fuch has been in later periods obferved 
to be the cafe, attain’d the prize. But the ancients from their 
religious indulgence of, argued as advocates for, the fuccefs 
of unruly paffions, which the true pbilofopby of religion can 
alone fubdue. 


Far 
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Far o’er the billows cleav’d their fteadycourfe, 

No danger threats them, and no tempeft’s force. 
They toil’d, till ocean’s plains the ftream unites; 
There, where the fon of Jove, (fo fame recites!) 

For dearer Thebes forfaking India’s throng, 

The pious orgies, and the choral fong 
Wakes in the cave’s recefs, condemn’d to try 
The long lone nights of fallen chaftity: 

E’er-fince Callichorus, the river’s name. 

And Aulius’ den the neighboring founds proclaim!— 

Thence , Sthenelus , their view thy (acred tomb; 

The arrow’s feather’d lightening feal’d thy doom ; 

Alcides’ comrade from the * battle’s roar, 

He prefs’d in death the fea-encircled fhore. 

Nor far they fail, dread Proferpine’s control 

Lifts the fond pray’r, and gives his mighty foul 
Once more his country’s gen’rous race to view $ 

His fteps the promontory hights purfue, 

The bark he eyes'; array’d to deeds of arms 
Wide from his helmet dart th’ effulgent charms; 
Nods the rich plumage o’er th’ empurpled creft. 
Again the gloomy {hades receive their gueft ! 

Aghaft the train behold ! the prophet’s hand, 
Thine, Mopfus, waves, and points the nearer land; 
There (fuch his will!) the fpe&re to appeafei— 
—They heard ! the fails collected from the breeze, 

* From the expedition undertaken by Hercules againft the 
Amazons, 
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The cable hurl’d to ihore, the facred foil 
Urg’d at the warrior’s tomb the gen’ral toil: 

Pure flow the liquid offerings o’er the Ihrine, 

Rich from the victim curls the fmoke divine. 

Their cares the various facrifice divide* ; 

To thee, thou God of light, the veffePs guide, 

The altar rais’d ; thou, bard of magic fire, 

Yield'ft for the region’s name thy founding lyre! — 
Up fprings the ready gale! their fteps they bend 
Forth to the £hip ; the whiffling (hrouds diflend 
Firm on each foot ; along the deep file flies, 
Undaunted in her courfe thro’ azure fkies 
As foars the quick-ey’d hawk with Heady Avay; 

And glides foft waving o’er th’ etherial way, 

Nor/hakes a ruffled plume; Parthenia’s flood. 
Where leagu’d with ocean’s tide in placid mood, 
The warriors quit; ’twas there thy matchlefs grace, 
Latona, fpent with labors of the chace > 

Ere to Olympus wing’d, retir’d to lave 

Thofe limbs, yet throbbing, in the lovely wave ! 

Nor ceas’d their ardor with the lhades of night, 
They pafs the f city, and the f mountain highr, 

• I con{lrue this verfe, (the 919111 of the original) to imply 

a portion of the libations and victims referved for the adora¬ 
tion of Apoilo, applied to foothe the manes of Stbenelus. 

f The names of thefe places as reprefented in the original are 
Sefamus, the Erithynian mountains, Crobulus, and Cromne, 
with the foreft Cytorus, and,toclofe the unpoetical lift, Ca- 
ram his. I perftnde myfelf that their cmiflion in the verfion 
will readily be excufed; and they are noticed in a remark 
only for the prefervation of exa&nefs. 
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The neigh'bring + fillers, ftrait the heroes prove. 
And f *hee, embofom’d in the darkling grove; 

Nor f thou forgot, who deck’fi the winding fhore; 
Theirs Hill th’ uiipaufing concert of the oar ; 

With orient Phcebus wakes the labor’d round. 

Nor fleeps with evening’s gloom; Aflyria’s bound 
Swift they approach, where great Afopus* joy 
Sinopa triumphs in her chafte employ. 

To her, entranc’d by many a luring art 
Thy loves untainted virgin Truth impart, 

Thou fov’reign pow’r, to fweeter fraud refign’d 
Each favVite wilh, that fellers in her mind. 

Pure innocence ihe alks; her witching fmiles 
Thus cheat the god of day with trait’rous wiles* 

With unavailing fighs the murmVing pow’r 
Of Halys*ftream laments th* elufive hour; 

Nor god, nor man, enamor’d of her charms, 

E’er thrill’d with rapture in her yielding arms. 

* Thy fons, De'imachus, belov’d oF fame, 

Far from the chief, and fill’d with glory’s flame 
Here fix their feat! the warriors they difcern ; 

The defhVd progrefs of their voyage learn, 

And quit the peaceful fcene; with louder gale 
Aufpicious zephyr fills the fpreading fail ; 

+ See the laft note in the preceding page. 

• Thefe fons are enumerated by Apollonius under the 
names < Deileon, Autalychus, and Phiogius.’ 


Pleas’d 
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Pleas’d with their guefts, by favVing blafts fupply’di 
Halys they pafs, and Iris* neigh’bring tide ; 

Mark, where A Syria's ftreams her meads o’erflow; 
With onward toil, ere dawns reviving glow. 

Proud Amazonia, from her hights difplay’d. 

Her willing harbor points ; there , lovely maid, 

Stern Mayors’ offspring, Melanippa fair 
Sank in the mazes of th’ Herculean fnare. 

Tbine, brave Hippolyta, a filler’s will 1 
The zone, where art with variegated fkill 
Avow’d the matter hand, thou gav’ft ; to thee 
A full reward !—the heroe fet her free. 

Deep in the bofom of the beach the band 

Fail by Thermodon’s Hood invite the ftrand. 

Wild heave the troubled billows * not a ftream 
Rolls o’er the fertil foil the waves’ extreme 
Thus through its feparate channels; rich th 5 amount, 

9 

Whofe hundred accents fcarce the track recount*! 

Sprung 

# 1 He,’ fays Apollonius. * who would number every fingle 
channel through which the river Thermodon runs, would re¬ 
quire four to make up a hundred — Ninety-fix channels.’ 
What a pitiful appearance mult the famous iSile make with 
P)Jie mouths? Burtbefe very nine are littie afcertained in an¬ 
cient writings. How can we read wirhont fufpicion the enor¬ 
mous courfe of the Thermodon through ninety-fix ? The poet 
as ufual runs away with the hi/lorian 5 truth by no means in 
the language of Milton to Salmafius, 

Suam expedivit Apolfonio hundredam. 

The continued defcription of this river and its courfe ff ill 
farther evinces the inccnfiftency of its reconciliation with fdft- 

But 
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Sprung from one common fource, the mountain's 
hight 

The torrent burfts to Amazonia’s fight ; 

Burfts wide-expanding through the loftier reign. 
And thence regrefiive rufh the wat'ry train 
On humbler lands repos’d, the gather’d deep 

From fide to fide maintains its level’d fweep 
Near, or of farther view ; yet whence unknown. 
Each fubjeft paffage from the central throne $ 

And rare the fons, who fweli the parent-ftore; 
Leagued with old Euxine through the winding fhore. 

Here had they linger’d; war’s relentlefs tide 
With gufhing blood th’ embattled earth had dy’d^ 
Nor polifh’d arts the ftubborn heroines awe, 

Fair peace to fofter, and to rev’rence law; 

Nor their’s Daeantian fields! their fond delight 
Each pang of infult,_and each toil of fight. 

Thou, god of battles, in the fond embrace 
Wrap’d with Harmonia of unrivaPd grace. 

Joy’ll when the war.enchanted daughters hlefs 
Thy Joves in gloomy Acmon’s deep recefs. 

But Jove once more the zephyr-breeze awakes; 

Once more the holt the fea-worn beach forfakesj 

But prodigy was a material principle of heathen religion, poe¬ 
try, and manners. I apprehend from the fituation pointed 
out for Thermodon in the text, that the two rivers of that 

name celebrated in Grecian legends are contained in the fore¬ 
going lines. 

And 
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And well} for lo ! die Amazon in arms! 

Not from one city fwell the rude alarms ; 

Three diftant tribes their fettled flate difplay : 
Diftinguifh’d thofe, whofe boaft the fov’reign’s fway: 
Far thence, Lycaftians ftalk the warrior-foil. 

Far thence, Chalefians ply the arrowy toil. 

The dawn’s fair rays to /hades of evening yield ; 
Chalybia’s region opes th’ inviting field ; 

For her no oxen plough the teeming plain ; 

No gen’rous fruits, no life-fupporting grain ; 

For her no flocks the peaceful fhepherd leads 
To roam fecure the dew-befpangled meads; 

Hers the rough iron-bearing foil to greet, 

Whofe fpoils are barter’d for the hardy treat; 

To labor urg'd by fullen morn they rife, 

Labor each cave of fmould’ring fmoke fupplies. 

* The brow, where Jove prefides o’er infant-birth, 

Pafs the fwift warriors to the circling earth ; 

Strange! 


* Amongff the many disorderly cuffoms recorded to have 
prevailed in more favage kingdoms, furely none can equal the 
abfurdjty of the ufage attributed to theTibareni. Could it 
bavearifen from a mockery of that people thrown originally 
by the Greeks upon their manners, which were compofed, 
fays Bayle, 1 of a buffooning humor, leading them to make a 
Jeff of every thing ?' This may rather be con ft rued ‘beg¬ 
ging the queftion,* or rather conveys a fmaller portion of 
the genuine truth. Our lexicographer, after affimilaring the 
unnatural praflice of the text with inftances from other na¬ 
tions, concludes a remaik that ‘it would be found very diffi¬ 
cult to account for fo ridiculous a 01111001/ From the anno¬ 
tations 
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Strange! in thefe regions when the mother bears, 
The child-bed father wooes the woman’s cares j 

Stretch’d 


taticns annexed to Bayle’s fantaftica! pi&ure, we might almoft 
conclude that Europe, Afia, and America furnUhed repeated 
examples of this farce $ our later exyerience } fo confiderabljr 
improved by the induftry and ingenuity of voyagers, might ex¬ 
pect (bme additional gratification in the particular point we 
are diicufling. We are favored with birth-ceremonies, mar- 
riage-ceiemonies, and funeral-ceremonies, in the defcriptiona- 
ol continents and ifiands little known in earlier agesj but 
though fancy, and enthufiafm abound in each, yet no record- 
can match the prefent. However extreme this particularity,, 
the circulation of the report arofe from fome principle. Apol¬ 
lonius here places the Argonauts in a country of outrageous 

barbarifm in thecbara&er of the Amazons, and ofexceflive ri¬ 
dicule in the perfons of the Tibareni. Let us reflefr, that the* 
Jews, and Chriftians (we blend them in conformity with the real 

hiftory of the declining, or rather of the then deceai'ed Roman- 
empire!) fuffered the imputation of atheifm from the Roman 
government, merely from the limitation of their worlhip to the- 
one true God, with an abhorrence of Idolatry to a (warm of 

falfe deities, buzzing in the pagan hive. The Amazons (hall 
be more chara&eriftically confidered hereafter fuftice it fo^ 
the prefent^ that their mhofpitable temper forms a- material 
foundation for thofe fsbles, which poetry Ins invented at the- 
expeuce of nature. The Tibareni as evidently countera&ed 
the latter, according to the whimfical reprefciitation- of our 
Grecian writer. I would conclude this people to have, as it 
were, anticipated the vitiated indolence of Epicurean Hbertin • 
ilm, in the Auguftan age fo eflfcdlually nourifhed for the ad- 
vancementof defpotifm. Thefe Tibareni might have giver* 
themfelves little concern about religious matters, and front 
their inattention to that fpirit of enthufiafm held facred a- 
mong the Greeks, the afrlchtion of unbounded indolence 
might have been urg'd agatnlt them ; it required but (lender 

addition. 
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Stretch d on the couch, clofe wrap’d his drooping 
head; 

Studious the wives each fweet of comfort /bed : 

Baths 

addition of calumny in a poetical imagination, fucb as that 

obfervable in Grecian painters , to invent the filly tale, on 
which a comment may perhaps in every refoe&be efteemed to 
be ill-beftowed. The Tibareni moreover had, it feems, a 
cruel law (as Bayle records from Theodoret) abrogated upon 
their reception of the Gofpel; this law obliged them to throw 
their old people headlong from a precipice. I fuppofe from a 
prefumption that they were dead to every fenfua! enjoyment, 
and no more than a burthen to the community, of which they 
were the unfortunate members. The people ought however to 
have turned the venerable deeds into fomecomfortable pafture, 
from gratitude for thofe fervices, which fome of them in more 
youthful years may be prefumed to have rendered to the ftate ! 
The nation next mentioned by our poet, confifts of fcandalous 

fenfoalifts;2nd may therefore be fairly concluded equally defti- 
tate of religious principles with the former. I would not be 
underftood to pay the fmalleft compliment to heathen devotion 
by a Tingle refle&ion throughout the prefent extended remark; 
yet any religion, if we value the order of a ftate, is pre¬ 
ferable to none; and I cannot, from the extravagant cuftom 

of the • Tibareni, cr of this laft people, apprehend, that they 

poflefled 

• The nations reprobated in the text affimilated in a con- 
fiderabie degree to the effeminate and voluptuous Sybarites 5 
(for the wiiimfical employment of the men amongft the Ti¬ 
bareni, I look upon as an exaggeration of truth to exprefs 
more emphatically the corrupt libertinifm of their manners, 
which too familiarly induces a defire of countera&mg the 
cftablilhed regulations of nature. Thefe Sybarites were fo 
affeftedly indolent and luxurious, that they were hitch'd into 

a pro* 
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Baths well-prepar’d relaxing nature fit. 

— 1 The facred mountain, and the plains they quit; 
Fixt on their hights whofe town of wood proclaim 
More humble fcenes, and give the race a name 
J Various their laws, their manners various ftiown, 
Whate’er the deed to noon-day fplendors known, 
Ev’n to the idly-bufy world reveal’d, 

A fecret in their domes for ever feal’d : 

Whate’er at home the deed our wiflies hide. 

It rolls uncenfur’d to the vulgar tide. 

Theirs a free union of the fex ! the fwine 
Thus grunts amidft the herd 5 as fuch recline 


pofleffed one idea leading to a deity. Indeed they may feem 
to have been nearly incapable, from excefs of indulgence, 

to exercife an aftive zeal in any purfuits, but of the fenfes. 
I have not vouched in my remarks upon Apollonius for 
the accuracy of his geographical delineations j however, it 
may be fome fatisfa&ion to the admirers of my author, 
that Strabo has placed the particular countries here re¬ 
corded, as Apollonius has afcertained their fituations. 

* The Molly need. 

t They vary from the lail mentioned effeminates; for fo I 
underftand the text. 


a proverb ( nefandd nequitia, luxuque referti,* fays Ovid in hi* 

‘Triftia.’ They c were uneafy (fays a f fpirited declaimer) 
on beds of rofes, if a fingle leaf ot them was folded up.’ 

t 

t Wefton’s Diflertation on Trade and Commerce for the 
firfl prize given to Cambridge by the members f<?r that univer¬ 
sity, Meff. Finch and Town (lie nd. 

Q. 


The 
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The human herd ; nor prying eye revere •> 

For blifs, the nuptial blifs is public here. 

Stern on his ruder throne the monarch draws 
Colle&ed myriads to the ftridler laws ; 

If error the decree, his forfeit breath 
Firft meets a dungeon ; famine yields a death *, 
Aretias, firait tby ifle’s oppofmg fliores 
The warrior’s view, nor ftay the rapid oars; 

Thus fznil’d the dayl when low’rs the twilight fliade^ 

Sinks the propitious gale ; at once difplay’d 

■ 

High in mid-air the bird of pointed wing 
Flaps the fell pinion, rapid in his fpring. 

Broods o’er the bark, rude tyrant of the ftrand, ; 

And aims the dart,, that ftrikes Oileus’ hand ; 

The rais’d oar drops ; the feather d weapons fill 
Each wond’ring eye; Erybotes, thy fkill 
Extracting heals ; the gaping wound to bind,. 

Th’ unfolded bandage to thy care confign’d. 

Another yet fucceeding (kirns the bark; 

Thy fen, great Eurytus, the monfter mark 
Rapt’rous furveys; the ready bow diftends; 

And the fwift lio-ht’nino; of an arrow fends; 

/ o o 

The ficken’d flutt’rer whirring from the (kies- 
Drops on the deck, in anguifh rolls, and dies. 

* The very unciviliz'd condition of this people can be 
evinced by no (tionger example than this wild mifery of le¬ 
gist ure, and the barbarous iubmiffion of its propriety, to 

an undifeerning mob. 


When 
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When Aleus’ offspring thus addrefs’d the train, 

“ Yon’ neighb’ring empire is Arenas’ reign ; 
u Well from the feather'd pefts the realm ye know; 

But would ye linger on the plains of woe, 
u What weapons will protect ? Our council’d choice 
“ Be rul'd byPhineus’ awe-commanding voice! 

4t Alcides wand’ring ’mid Arcadia’s bow’rs 
“ Swift-level’d at the birds his arrowy fhow’rs, 

“ The hofts of wide Stymphalia’s lake to quell; 

£C (My eyes have pointed, what my accents tell!) 
u Yet vainly aim’d !—the promontory’s round 
“ Stern-vibrates to the cymbal's brazen found; 

“ Far, by the din appall’d, they wing their way: 

Hoarfe fcreams of horror witnefs huge difmay. 

“ Such be our counfel! our’s the pond’ring thought! 

<c The plan experience has approv’d, be fought! 
u Each arm’d with triple-tufted helmet bright, 

“ Part urge, allotted to the oar, your might! 

<c Part the bold armor o’er the vefiel wield ; 

<c The polifh’d jav’Iin, and prote&ive fhield. 

Ct With mingled clamor fwell th’ unbounded cry; 

<c Scar’d with th’ unwonted jar the fiends will fly, 
u Fly the proud nodding creft, the tow’ring fpear— 
u When to the ifle’s proud Lights ye dauntlefs rear 
u Your fteepy fteps; the buckler’s harfher note 
“ Clangtotheroar,thatrendsyourburftingthroat*!” 


* We n.ay reflet, that the Argonauts are now placed in the 
region of Aicadia; a region, which from its celebration in 

very 
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He fpake ! the counfel pleas’d ! terrific fpread 
The brazen helmets glitter o’er their head ; 

The 

very early records of Greece may be concluded to have in a 
principal degree attra&td the prepnjftjfive ideas of that people. 
Our navigators were at this time on the borders of the Col'- 
chian part of the Egyptian dominions. The Stymphalian 
lake extended towards this climate of magical exertions, 
which by the enthufiaftic operations of pious artifices may 
here experimentally be proved to have influenced the in' 
habitants of air. The piieftiy references in Greece to the ex¬ 
planation of public confiderations by the flight of birds ; 
omens arifing from their courfe to the right, or to the left- 
hand ; infpe&ion of the entrails of viflims, the muddy con- 
fultationsof defigning augurs; the folemn ex portion of ora¬ 
cular decrees, the ufurped talent of affcfted prophecy; in 
fhort, ‘all the rabble rout of gods above,’ below, or upon 
earth, were derived from the Egyptian, or more extenfively 
fpeaking, from the fcriptural fource perverted by the grofT- 
nefs of heathen infatuation. The country in which the an¬ 
cient Aides was piftured, had been paired by the heroes of our 
expedition. Thefe Aides were originally deduced from the 

principles of magic influence; they were indeed a more 
enlarged portion of the family of magic.—We are now lea ted 
in the climate of wonders, in which fupernafural exiftences 
abound on every fide. The epifode of Sther.elus in his cha¬ 
racter of ghoft primarily occurs; a ftrongly-colored pitfure 
of poetical romance ! The IsfcXw of this attendant upon Her¬ 
cules is peculiarly irterefling to the AigonautS, deprived of 
that htroe's fervices. It is moreover a very chara&eriftic in- 
troduSion of the prodigies which immediately fucceed. The 
peculiar armament of Sthenelus is a prelude to that adopted 
by the Argonauts on their encounter with the feather d enemies. 
Thehiflory of the fpe&re’s wound, his requeft to Proferpine, 
that he might revifit earth, to obferve once more the heroes of 
Uh native country, before he defcendcd for ever to the man- 

fion* 
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The crefts empurpled honors high in air 
Shake various; deftin’d to the oafs rude care, 

Thefe plough the foaming furge; tbofe firmly ftand, 
The fhield, the fpear ftern-poifing in their hand. 

As when the fire-clad earth’s cemented form , 

Grace of the manfion, bulwark ’gainft the ftorm, 
O’erhangs th’ expanded roof, from fide to fide 
Each to the next in folid league ally’d ; 

Such o’er the deck the bucklers’ wrafid alarms; 
And fuch the found, that fills th* embattled arms 
Of the rous’d foldiery, when holts engage; 

The troubled welkin thunders to their rage. 

The fiends are vanifh’d ! while approach’d the fhore, 
The fhields refponfive to the clatn’rous roar, 

Now here, now there the feather’d myriads fpring, 
And wheel’d to flight their courfe of terror wing. 


fions of the dead 5 the confequent injun&ion of the tooth- 
fayer Mopfus to the Argonauts to appeafe the fpirit of Sthe- 
nelus, the dedication of the lyre by Orpheus, which gave a 
name to the kingdom itfelf, wherein the tomb of Sthenelus 
had been obferved by the adventurers; thefe circumftances 
are congenial with the Hate of heathenifm; rank blofloms from 
the tree of fuperftition. The birds poffeffing pinions pointed 
with iron, wounding, like their defendants the Parthians, 
as they fly, violently conjured up, and wildly conjured d*n»n% 
may have been intended as explanations of religious vagaries 
on the one hand, and as compliments to perfevering refoiu- 
tion in their opponents on the other; thefe opponents, favor¬ 
ed by the aufpices of interpofing deities, are reprefented to 
have prevailed over difficulties and defpair itfelf; enabled to 
exercife the art of laying tempers, fpe&res, and dragons. 

0.3 
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As Jove his aweful face in darknefs ftirowds, 

Rolls the quick hail’s keen tempeft from the clouds; 
It darts o’er cities proud, o’er tow’ring domes ; 
Serene the people (helter’d in their homes 
Lift the wild rattle as it pelts above : 

(Not thus lone travelers wont the ftorm to prove. 
No portal theirs to clofe!) with fwifter force 
Ev’n to the farther hights 5 extremer courfe 
The feather d whirlwind foars; yet, goddefs, fay. 
Whence Phineus’ mandate o’er the wat’ry way 
Celeftial Argo leads this ifle to trace ? 

What hopes of profit to the warrior-race! 

From iEa’s foil, ^Eetes was their friend, 

Phrixus, thy fons the Colchian bark afcend, 

To fair Orchomenus purfue the main. 

Heirs of a wealthy fire’s unbounded reign : 

So breath’d his dying will ! Aretia’s feat 
Opes to the wand’ring youths her ftern retreat. 

But the rude rage of Boreas Jove infpires ; 

The folemn torrents damp Ar&urus’ fires. 

Soft through the day the fadly fighing breeze 
O’er the wide mountain gently waves the trees; 
Incumbent o’er the deep its fplendors pafs’d, 

The dafhing furges bellow to the blaft; 

The /hades’ dun veil involves the brow of light; 

No liar irradiates the thick cloud of night •> 

Immenfity of gloom ! panting for breath 
Cold, wet, and Ihiv’xing at th’ approach of death, 

Thy 
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Thy fons, oh! Phrixas, to the furge refignU- 

But fee the canvas burfts before the wind ! 

Crujb'd in the midft the billows tofs the deck 
A bafelefs fabrick, and a floating wreck* # 

Theirs the fure counfel of each fav’ring God ! 
Four, the whole train, a pond’rous beam beftrod. 
Such, fcatter’d ruin, wild o’er ocean flows 
With fludded iron’s well-compaded rows 1 

A 

In life’s laft horror lingering to the (hore 

The winds and waves their wretched remnants bore. 

Each cloud, a deluge, ev’ry blaft, defpair, 

Ifles circling, or oppos’d, the tempeft fhare; 

Or ifle, or continent, whofe bofom yields 
f To Tons of violence th’ embattled fields. 

The loud ftorm fwells; the billows heave the band, 
Clung to the planks, on drear Aretia’s land. 

Drear ’mid the pitchy gloom ; when Phoebus’ ray 
Firft beams, the gujhing waters feud away. 

* Critics have repeatedly urg’d, where the quotations may 
feem to have little prov’d it, that found has been experienced 
an ‘echo to fenfe j' I would fubmit the verfes i no and mi 
of my original, to confirm the aflertion: 

4 

Is’ia dvifjw yUEVOf ?j&2 £ dvrvi; 

Kw Xug e Tmtjrcjuivr.v poSiWiv. 

■(•The MolTynseci are exhibited in the text. The verlion 
has termed them « ions of violence,' from the barbarifm by 
which they feem to have been actuated, in the former deferip* 
tion of their ruder cuftoms by Apollonius. 

0.4 
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232 APOLLONIUS. 


The warriors meet; reflection’s fullen roll. 

Ponders, till Argus opes his penfive foul. 

Whoe’er ye are, by Jove’s eternal will 
16 Whofe eye fur treys his own permitted ill. 

Attend the fuppliant \ to his wants difplay’d 
The fmile of favor, and the gift of aid ! 

44 Yon tempeft brooding o’er the deep with ftroke 
u Refiftlefs, fhattefd ev’ry .nerve of oak 
s< Rent diverfe, mark the veffeFs poor remains, 
cc Known in difaft’rous hour ! thus fate ordains! 

6i Our wifli attend, if pity foothe your breaft 
tc Yield to our fhiv’ring limbs the icantier veft! 
cc A little food !—mercy is virtue’s crown ; 

“ Men, like yourfelves, and prefs’d by fortune’s 

44 frown, 

cc Strangers we are, and fuppliants ; Jove attend, 
44 God of the ftranger, and the fuppliant’s friend! 

“ Strangers and fuppliants ev n yourfelves of Jove , 


44 Who ey’d our weight of fuff’rings from above!” 
Thus, as he deem'd fage Phineus’ ftrain complete, 
The chiefs refponfive accents mildly greet. 

44 All, all ye wifh fball largely be fupply’d ; 
ce Yet fay, what country boafts your filial pride ? 

44 What urg’d yon ocean's wayward paths to trace ? 
44 Speak, ftrangers, fpeak your name, your gen’rous 

44 race!” 

To whom, while thought fits low’ring in his eye, 
Argus rejoins, 44 To Aia’s diftant fky 


« Th 5 
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« Th* Malian offspring from his country came ; 

“ Thus have ye heard th’ hiftoric voice of fame! 

4C Phrixus , whofe fmiles feces’ realm behold 
u Borne on the lordly ram of fleecy gold ; 
u * Proud work of Hermes ! flill its honors feen 
“ Sufpended from the oak’s eternal green. 

“ Itfclf 

* Inftead of tracing the real fubftance of the beaft, on 
which Phrixus is here fabled to have travcrfed an expanded 
ocean, the reader mu ft be Satisfied to receive it as the 
work of Mercury. A compliment to the ingenuity of the 
human, by the fubftitution of a deified handicraft, A cor¬ 
roborating argument that the praftifers of idolatry, derived 
their opinions of the divine, from the eminencies of hu¬ 
man aft ions. To fupport an hypothecs erroneous in its ori¬ 
ginal principles, the 'jugglerChip of magical evafion, in exer- 

tions, which aftoniflied obfervation, and prepoflefltd reflec¬ 
tion, was fummon'd to afflltance. And however we may 
rank, on the refined ideas of fentiments moie perfectly form¬ 
ed, the legend of Phrixus, and his voyage with fantaftical 

witches pervading the airy regions upon their brooms, or in 
a more handfome (iiie pronounce the expedition an arrange, 
ment of fantoccini on a larger plan, yet in fubferviency"to 
the genius of PolytheYfm we cannot but ultimately deduce 
the tale, from the principles of a religion truly divine, ap¬ 
pealing to the heart in defiance of the imagination. Heathen- 
ifm was built upon the abide of thofe paflions, which that 
religion was inftituted to control. In reference to the color 
of this ram, its fuperior brightnefs may have been occafion- 
ed by the fultrinefs of its native climate} a ‘finer tinge 
of tawny hue s’ as animals, more conftantly expofed to open 
air in colder regions, are experienced to ailiime the whitenefs 
ot fnow itl’elf. Perhaps, however, the fable may hiftorically 
have arifen from the condruftion yjv ?ecv from of, agreeably 
to the elegant and learned allufion made by the author of the 

Analyfis 
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44 Itfelf to Jove a facred vi&im fpread, 

cc The god commanding, to the wand’rer’s dread 

tc Who fmooth’d the path of flight ; thy fpoufal arms , 
4C Divine Chalciope, of matchlefs charms, 

44 A * fire to brave Petes’ loves refign’d ; 

44 So will’d his pure benevolence of mind l 

ee Hence fprings our lineage ! from ^Eetes’ dome, 

44 The fliades below his ancient footfteps roam. 
cc Prone to obey the mandates of a fire, 

44 The ftores bequeath’d our venturous hope infpire 
iC To the fam’d ifle, once, Athamas, thy own! 
u Our little troop, now y warriors, fliall be known ! 
44 Thou, Cytiforus call’d ! and Phrontis thine, 

44 And his the name of Melas 5 Argus, mine/* 

Joy fills the heroes, as they mark the train, 

And to their warm embrace admiring ftrain 5 
When Jafon fpeaks benign the voice of right! 

46 Oh ! near ally’d, ye wayward fons of might, 

44 Wbofe pray’r, our frkndfhip to a fhipwreck’d crew! 
44 Cretheus, and Athamas one father knew, 

B 

Analyfis to the-migrations of the ancient Cuthifes. This 
faithful fervant, like many others, was facrificed by the mailer, 
whom he had benefited, when no farther occafion of its fer- 
vices fubfilled \ and the deed was fan&ified by the command 
of a deity. 

* Phineus, who had received JEetes into his palace and pro¬ 
tection. 

44 Cretheus s 
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“ Cretheus, my grandfire! from my native Greece 
« With thefe my hoft I feek the radiant fleece • 

« Such happier converfe light to future joy! 

“ The veft to furnifh be our firft employ / 

Sure by the gods all-gracious ’tis decreed 
“ A Jzfon’s lot to fmooth the brow of need !” 

He ends! the veftments from the bark they bear; 

To Mavors’ fhrine th’ aflembled hoft repair 
For folemn facrifice; the altar $ bafe. 

Which crowns the tow’ring fane’s exterior grace, 
Of rugged flints, receiv’d the rulhing zeal, 

Within, the fable (tone had fix’d its feal, 

Sacred to fervent Amazonia’s vow; 

Nor yet, (myfterious feene!) their rites allow, 
Though met to nearer view, the rigid (hrine 
To flame with bleating flock, or lowing kine j 
The mangled morfels of the deed they afk. 

By luxury pamper’d to devotion’s talk.—— 

Now ceas’d the hour facrifical! the gueft 
Shares the clue treat, and Jafon thus addrefs’d* 

<c Eternal Jove each fpeck of thought deferies, 
u No veil conceals us from his piercing eyes ; 

“ The juft, the pious his delight, he fmiles, 

“ Nor mourns your refeu’d fire a ftep-dame’s wiles; 

<c Refcu’d from death, a rev’rend age of health, 

66 He taftes the fweetsof wide-expanded wealth, 
u To you he gives in fafety’s foft’ring port, 
u Calm refuge from the tempeft’s fullen fport, 

“ He 
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Qi He gives your fouls, as wayward fancy pleafe, 

“ To £a, Pbthia, in our bark, the feas 

iC Bravely to fem, or yon iliuflrious land ; 

Our bark, proud ftructure of Minerva’s hand, 

<c Whole ribs ofPelian hights the ravifh’d fpoil, 

<c And Argus’ fkill allures the ready toil *. 

“ Elfe 

* This is fpoken in reference to the Argus, who fet out 
ii;il upon the expedition. 

The name of Argus, fon of Phineus, wlio quitted the 
palace of iEctes to join the adventurers from Greece, has a 
probable reference to the firft fhip Argo, in which Dana us 
failed, feme years before this expedition, from Egypt. And 
bis ardor to afliit the Grecians in the prefent enterprize may 

Jye reconciled from his Greek extraction. His dereliction of his 
grandfather in the hour of invafion would Otherwjfe hare 

been a deviation from poetical juflice, which Apollonius very 
frrictly preferves. 

With repeCt to the ferocious character of the Amazonian 
women in the facrifice of horfes, fuch peculiarity of devo¬ 
tion ferves only to confirm the difpofition attributed to 
them by Grecian enthufiafm. The extended region, which 
they inhabited, promoted ezrliefl: exertions for the fpirit of 

Grecian adventure 5 Hercules is figuratively placed as head, 

reprefecting a whole colony of his countrymen. He experi¬ 
enced thefe heroines forward at a bribe to that courage, by 
which they had been fubdued ; for their queen Hippolyta 
made Hercules a handiome prefent; a conduct which cor- 
refponds with the fituation, in which learned abilities have 
placed them, as f prieftefies of Mars, to which Apollonius 
himfelf feems to refer, when he deferibes the fplendid temple 

*f Prie/ls and prieftelfes among the heathens took bribes, and 
lbofe who take, will, on prudential occafions, be forward to 
offer them. 
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“ Elfe had it burft beneath the billowy fliocks, 

<c Ere yet encircled by the fatal rocks; 

“ Urg^d by the firaits that p refs the boiling deep, " 

“ AW day the battled jarring roar they keep, 

u Come on 3 my youths, with us in Greece behold, 
<c Our heart’s bell wilh, the prize of fleecy gold, 


of Mars, on whofe altar they offered horfes as more fa¬ 
vorite viflims. But the ofteniible objeS of their adoration 
is reprefented by our author to be a ‘ larger black done,' aa 
humble fymbol of their exceeding rudenefs, for they had cer¬ 
tainly not the leatt idea of ftatue-making in a more regular form 
as a (ubftitute for the power they revered. It feem? like wife li¬ 
terally to explain the cenfuie of fcriptural writings on the an¬ 
cient idolaters for their worlhip of flocks and Hones. To the 
genuine origin of the Amazons, as deduced in the writings 

of an elegant reafoner, and fcholar, vre may add, that the 
p'tfture of them, as with one brtall feared off, fee ms not fa 

very early a refinement of Grecian fable; the appellation it- 
fetf from a and may rather allude to the exceffive 

barbarifm, and favagenefs of their difpcfition to ftran- 
geis, the fame of which infpired Hercules to invade and 
lubdue them. They wanted what is inherently placed 
in the ‘female bofom, that milkinefs of blood/ as a poet 

of human nature has excellently exprefkd it, lApoffdled 
of which the fex in civilized kingdoms would want a name. 
The whole country of Scythia, the region of Amazonian re- 

fidence, tve may recoiled to have been at the period, in which 
the Argonautic expedition is moie reconcikably placed, 
brutality itl'elf; and the people were diftinguifhed by the 
noun fitment they indulged ot the breed of horfes, principally 
for warlike expeditions. When thefe were pad fervice, 
they made viftims of them, to a deity, in whofe caufe thole 
i'ervices had been performed. It was a more charafteriffic 

Sacrifice to Mars, and far more convenient to a nation who 
for common fubfiflence required their other cattle, fellow-la¬ 
borers in their farms, and fupports of their tables. 

Guides 
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,c Guides of our way, and guardians of our force • 
tc Jove’s anger frowns, and marks the deftin’d courfe; 
<c His threats th’ JEolian line by us di/play’d ; 

<c The facred off’rings to your father’s {hade \" 

Soothing he fpake ! but theirs the confcious hate 
Of clam’rous war at calm iEetes’ gate; 

Little they deem'd, the chief to vengeance mov’d 
Would urge the plunder of the man they lov’d; 

In fair ditguife when Argus’ accents roll, 

Th’ unwilling voyage rankling in his foul, 

6 Whatever, my gallant friends, our feeble pow’rs; 

« Yours be the mandate, and obedience ours! 

( Occafion wake each flumbVing fpark of fire ! 

* —Yet here, luch terrors damp the ftern defire, 
s So burns vEetes with the thirft of blood, 

s 

« My foul averfe fufpends th’ heroic mood. 
c His high birth vaunted from the fun ; thy land, 

i Unbounded Colchos, rears the myriad-band ! 

1 His voice of thunder, and his bulk’s alarms 

c By all unrival’d but the pow’r of arms! 
c Hard is the tafic the magic Lore to wreft j 
‘ The guarding dragon, ftiil a foe to reft, 

c Immortal prowls; on Caucafus’ green bight 
« Fall by the darkling rock he fprang to light $ 

c Rock of Typhous ;‘thus the flrains record !) 
c Struck by the bolt of heavVs unerring Lord; 
c Defiance of the god his broad arms fpread, 

« From his writh’d brow the gory torrents fhed, 

“ Wretch 
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« Wretch as he was he fought Nyflaea’s plain, 

A corfe now faury’d in the *marfhy reign.”— 

He ceas’d !—Full many a cheek refigns its glow. 
Seat of pale horror at the voice of woe ! 

When Peleus lifts; “ Why, illuflrious man, 
a Why chill with boding fears the gen’rous plan ? 

« No trembling infancy of valor yields 
it To great ALetes in th’ embattled fields; 

« Skill’d in the war we dare his favage earth : 

« Our courage, conqueft, from the gods our birtht 
sc f r ee let his pride the radiant fleece decline; 

“ Or Colchos’ empire with the prize refign f ['* 
Such from their fouls the mingled periods fall, 

Till fatiate feafts to foothing flumber call! 

Wak’d by the dawn, the well-attemper’d breeze 
Invites the lifted canvas o’er the feas. 

Each fwelling fail diftended to the blaft ; 

And wing’d, by Mavors’ ifle the warriors pafs’d; 

’Mid night’s dun (hade thy region, Phillyra, greets. 
Where heav’n-born Saturn wrap’d in thrilling fweets, 

* In the marfhy grounds of Serbonts. 

Se *ric Nutrrn, Swtov Ktya? aifccy 
GoiWJWC, r;<£jov biyvmio pca#v. 

Nyfla, whofeflow'ry bights a lofty wood, 

Phoenicia far, not far th' Egyptian flood. 

I read uirm; Exu;. 

t This may feem an aUufion to the diilrafted (late of Egypt, 
of whofe dominions Colchos was at this time a portion. It 
may not otherwife be fo properly umierftood, 


(When 
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(When fierce Titanians own Olympus 5 fway. 

And Jove s young hours in Creta’s Jab’rinth flray 
With fons of Ida lur’d by wifdonis charms) 

His Rhea cheated, finks in beauty s arms, 

_ i 

Thine, Pbillyra, thine ; * at once the jealous queen 
. Caught the fond lovers ’mid the rapt’rous fcene; 
Forth fprang the god, and rufh’d with headlong 

fpeed; 

s 

His floating main avows the gen’rous fteed. 

O o 

Stung with the fhame old Ocean’s wand’ring child 

Pleas’d in her native realm no longer frail 5 d j 

Pelafgia’s promontory reign (he trod, 

Where half the courfer, half the parent god. 

Sage Chiron fprang, firft monfter of his race ; 
Divided image of a fires embrace J— 

w 

Swift by Macrona, and Bechira’s foil 

% 

Skims the bark fearlefs of your fons of fpoil, 
Sapeirs ! or of you, ye f circling hoft ! 

The gale calm wafts them to the farther coaft f 
Ere long the bofom of the deep appears, 

Where Caucafus flern brow unbounded rears, 

Yet peeping low to view the rock's vaft round ; 

His cumb’rous limbs with brazen fetters bound, 

1 Prometheus lies extended, thy foie feaft 


His liver, Eagle, to thy maw encreas’d ! 


Thee, 


f TbeEyzer* dole the original lift of rhefe favages. 

J Prometheus is aflerted from Hyginus, by Sir Ifaac Newton 
in that work of labored concifenefs, his Chronology, c that 

Pro- 
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Thee, as at large thou foar'ft, the hoft furvey'd. 
Soft vefper’s beam above the bark difplay’d ! - 

Prometheus ftay’d upon mount Caucafus thirty years, and 
then was releafed by Hercules; and therefore,* continues that 
writer, * the Argonautic expedition was thirty years after Pro¬ 
metheus had been left on mount Caucafus by Sefoftris, king 
of Egypt 5 that is about forty-four years after the death of 
Solomon.* Chronology, p. 71. 

It is certain from the text, that Prometheus had not at this 
period of the expedition been relieved by Hercules. Our 
chronoioger fays farther on the events of the year before our 
Savior 968, ‘ Sefac king of Egypt having carried on his vitfo. 
ries to mount Caucafus leaves his nephew Prometheus there 
and /Eetes in Colchis, 1 Such is the fubftance of his (hort 
chronicle, with refpeft to the year above mentioned l It is 
with peculiar fatisfa&ion, from that refpeft to the memoir of 
Sir Ifa3C Newton, which every enquirer owes, that I remark 
his account to be confirmed nearly, if not altogether, in point 
of date, by this relation of Apollonius. Thefe fons of ^etes 
could not reafonably be conltrued younger than thirty years, 
when they appealed to the Argonauts for compaflion. The 
pofleflions of Athamas their anceftor may feem afligned to the 
four brothers, as viceroys of the feveral portions (provinces, 
if conftrued to the Roman letter) of the kingdom, which he is 
reprefented to have* pofTefled under the king of Colchos, 
Thefe brothers may more effectually explain the nature of Pro¬ 
metheus's confinement. The eagle devouring the entrails of 
this aftronomer, (fo reputed from fituation) may be concluded 
to convey the feveral factions of a newly fubdued people 
(though I mean not to confine fattion to thofe alone 1) ftrug- 
ling to re-obtain, their ancient eftabliihment. Proteus is 
pictured by Sir Ifaac to have been one of thefe fubjlantial jha - 
daws of royalty. The ancients place him as ‘ a malter of arts,' 
and arts abundant mull neceflarily be employed to temporize 

with fubje&s at a diftance from the feat of empire on the one 

hand, and to maintain the interefts of a fovereign on the 
other, 


r 


R 
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Shrill-fkriekirig, las thoa ftrik’ft the towVing clouds, 
Thy wings loud vibrating provoke the fhrowds : 

Wings* which no form of feather’d wandrers wore 
Shook the fwifr rivals of the polifh’d oar.— 

Hark! hark the fuff’rer’s groan, in anguifli’d mood 
Who from his fpoiler wrefts the vital food! 

Heav’n echoes to each pang! the mountain's hight 

• 

Now yields the crude-devouring bird to fight . 

So Argus wills! the darkling way they keep, 

Where Phafis opens to the farther deep; 

Snatch’d from the winds, in filent order plac'd,. 
Their flumb’ring folds the tails reclining trac'd 3 

0 

Warm'd to their toils the fttibborn maft they tend* 
And fpring impatient from its hight to bend; 

Each tough oar dallies the dream's rolling pride ; 
The wayes recoiling foam from fide to fide. 

They gaze, proud Caucafus, thy mountain-tow’r. 

Gaze the fair city, Have to Asa's pow'r, 

• # 

The field they gaze, thine own, thou God of arms, 
ImbofitndXn the grove’s nodurnal charms 

+ The defcription of Apollonius with refpefr to the precife 

fituation of thefe places is-more circumftantial than the poe¬ 
try of the verGon admitted; Caucafus and JEa. were obferved 
from the right j (of the Argonauts failing from Greece) the 

field of Mars, and tbe groves, in which was tbe famous fer - 
pent, the * fabulous watchman,’ on the left. Geography, as far 
as its limits (pred in theie earlier times, was, among nations 
of adventure, a neceflary appendage to their exertions. They 
could not without fucfa knowledge have given a tolerable ac¬ 
count of their own atchievcments, A. defctt,, which were 
a (olecifm. 


The 
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The watchful dragQn bloods in fuHen .peace: 

- > ' 

High on the branch of ,oa}c the ile^qe. 

'Now pours the chieftain with devotion’s .-foul 
His pure libatipn from .the .treafpr’d boyyl ; 


To earth, ;toev’r.y God .presiding ifhed, 

To ev’ry mighty ghoft of heroes dead : 

His fuppliant vow, that heav’n’s indulgence deign 
Smiles to their courfe, and fafety from the main ; 
That happier omens guard the cable’s ftrength. 

—When thus Ancaeus—“ Warriors, friends, at 
c< length 

tc Our’s \s prqud Colchos’dapd l Jo,! jP^fts’ dream! 
“ Our aweful moment’s come ! your tafk to deem. 
If calm of voice to foothe the monarch’s ear; 
iC Or high in glory’s field the javTin rear.” 

The heroe fpake! and Argus’ counfel’d mind 

Low’rs the firm anchor to the deep refign’d ; 

Great Argo center’d by the fylvan rounds 
(Such Ration well befits, as neared found), 

Thy balm, fwcet (lumber, deals upon the night: 

Till lov’d Aurora mounts the car of light*. 


* No circumftance at the period of this book of the Argo* 
nautic expedition leads to a connexion with the clofe of the 

firft book, yet is the laft verfe of each exprefsly the fame. It 
is in no other part repeated. The four fons of iEetei attend- 
ed the Argonauts to Colchos, probably from the perfuafion 
of Argus (the brother who fpeaks, and a&s for the reft) whofe 

conviction of the generofity of the Argonautic principles, 
from the example recently experienced in their protection, 
and of the genuine valor annexed to their chara&er as deli* 
vered in the fpeech of Peleus, may have diverted his reftee* 

R z lion 
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tion from the apprehenGons, intimated (by way of trial per¬ 
haps) in his addrefs to the propofol of Jafon, that himfelf and 

his brothers (hould proceed with bis little hod toColchos; l 
have therefore placed the dire&ion to land, in the mouth of 


this grandfon of Pbrixus, in preference to that of the Grecian 
Argus. The fame conduct is hazarded with regard to another 

pafTage, almoft immediately preceding. Every pilot is beft 
acquainted with his own coaft. 


END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 
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See Effay on tlie Conduct of Apollonius, &c# 

* \/fOSES informs us,’ according to the well-known text of 
^ Ger.efls, ch. ix. v. 1 2. 15. quoted by Mr. Bryant, that 

the bow in the cloud was inftituted as a covenant, which God 
was pleafed to make with man, * To this covenant/ cominuet 
our author, ‘ Hefiod alludes, and calls it the great oath. He 
fays, that this oath was Iris, or the bow in the heavens, to 
which Jupiter appeal'd, when any of the inferior divinitie* 
were guilty of an untruth. On fuch an occafion Ins, the 
great oath of the gods, was appointed to fetch water from 

the extremities of the ocean 5 with which thofe were tried 
who had falfified their word.' It has been allowed, in the 

Effay above referred to, that the trial by water boafted an ori¬ 
ental origin $ we may in this paffage fairly conclude that ori¬ 
gin to be found ; however the remotenefs of the period al- 

ledged by Hefiod, on a fubjeft certainly derived by Greece 
from Esypt,- and by Egypt in the foregoing quotation from 
the fcriptural fource, may be efteemed unpromifing to the 

more accurate deduction of genuine truth. But if any 
more authentic and earlier accounts may be afeertatned for 
an event, or ufage, why (hould criticifm be fatisfied with a 
lefs early date, becaufe incapable to trafce its regular pro- 
grefs? Eor the origin of trial by water ordeal we may trace 
firfi the exprefs declaration of the Almighty, when he fixed 
the bow in the heavens, that he would not again bring a de¬ 
luge upon the earth j this may have been the fource of oaths, 
a violation of which was not inconMently with the witchcraft 
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of oriental fbperftition afcertained, or difproved by the ejfe 3 
of the acculed perfon*£ pi tinge into a' large body of water, 
in allufion to the general deluge, from the hiftory whereof 
the ufage arofe. When we reflet upon Iris in her facred cha- 
ra&er, as related to the divine love exhibited in the difplay of 

the bow, we may lefs wonder, that the bow was a fymbol of 
that l&vtj defcribed by the Greeks to have been fon of Venus. 

«They gave him,’ in Mr. Bryant’s words,- ‘a material bow, 
with the addition of a quiver and arrowr,’ Perverfion never 
ends, till its dedu&ions prove diametrically oppofite to their 
primary fuurce. Thus tfie fon of Venus became 4 the bane of 
the world.’ For fuch is the language of Apollonius in his 
fourth book of the Argonautic expedition. 4 The Seventy,' 
our mythorogtft adds* 4 uniformly ufe r^of for the bow in 
the heavens.’ The quiver may allude, in the fpirit of enthu- 
fiiftic cdrfuptiort, (claflic^l refinement!) to the 44 dihivian in- 
clofurej” and the arrows to the rays of the fun, well-known 
to have befcri an eifiieft objeCf of Egyptian, and Babylonian 
#drfS>p, thence infatuating the imagination of the whole 
eafterri world. 

The harpies, whatfoever or whomfoever they maybe con- 
ftriied, ate to be fegdrded in a religious view. The fans of 
Boreas kre fCprerehted by Apollonius RbodiuS to have pur- 
ftied them through the regions of the air, and to have nearly 
overtaken them, when Iris check’d their purfuit with an oath, 
that thefe plagdes Ihould never return to torment Pbineus, 
Frdrtl the circumftances of Phineus’s misfortunes thefe har- 
pifes tnay be efteero'ed to have characterized famine. The 
cnrfae of Pbineus was, according to Grecian mythology, 3n 
ekceflave curiofity, prying into the counfels of the deity, 
Which be made a merit of explaining in defiance of that deity 
fcitnfelf. This explainer of oracles may ultimately delineate 
the Egyptian oppreflion of the Ifraelites in the days of Mofes. 
Spfcariofc, mythological parent of Phineus, employed his magi¬ 
cians to counteract, or rival the miracles of Mofes ordained 
ty heaven j the ocular blindnefs with which the latter was 
raruck, exprefled the mental blindnefs of the former. The 
pinionfe affixed to the children of the north wind, and their 
flrgfct Sfter the birds of deflation may have been invented 
from the flight of the I/raelites, when the Red-fea became dry 
fe fecore their paflage, and its channel tv as repleni&ed imme¬ 
diately 
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dlately, tQ the deftru&ion of their purfuers unto Pharoah p 
This conftruftion may be deemed an inversion of the original 
fa£t, and fuch is very ufually experienced, in the heathen vari¬ 
ations from holy writ. To conclude, the oath of Iritis by the 
Sryxj this oath is., borrowed at fecond-hand from Egyptian 
ideas of the fubterraneaj) -regions, through ^vhich this river is 

fabled to have rolled *, 

Remark omitted Page 13 of the May on the Conduit of 

Apollonius, &c. 

Since the obfervation refpefting hieroglyphics, fubmit- 
ted in the page above referred to as the fo|e property of 
Egyptian enthufiafin, when the religious prejudices of that 
nation are compared with the r$ft‘ of heathen antiquity, it is 
but juftice to attend the contrary reprefentation of a moil ac¬ 
curate mythologjft. Hieroglyphical defpription? were either 
painted uppn wall?, or engraved on ob$lifks, and facred pil¬ 
lars. Ezekiel fpeaks of Judah, who not haying taken warn¬ 
ing ft;om the ruin of her filler Ifrael was in purfujt ot the famp 
courft of wicl^ednefs, and idolatry. The particular of her 
defection feems to haveconfifted in an idolatrous veneration o|f 
hiecoglyplucal paintings in Chaldea. “ When,” fays the pro¬ 
phet, “ the fitter of Ifrael {Judah) faw men pourtrayed uppp 
the wall, images of Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermilion, 
girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dy*d attin§ 
upon their heads, all of them princes to look to; after the 
manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, as foon as (he faw 
them, (he doted upon them, and fent meflTengers unto them 
in Chaldea. And the Babylonians came into the bed of love; 
and her mind was alieuated.” 

From thefe particulars a continuation of hieroglyphical devo¬ 
tion is afeertained in the ancient heathen ftatesj but we may re¬ 
mark, that the earliett reprefeniations of image worlhip, in 
the engravings, or im predion $ upon thofe images, are deduci- 
ble in the facred writings from Egyptian origin. True it is, 
that the Tons of difperfion divided themfelves into various 

• See the calamities of Phineus deferibed by Apoll. Rhod. 
Argon- b. ii. v.178,29$. 
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branches; and as one idolater aflimilates mechanically to as. 
other, it is lefs a fubjeft of aftonifhraent, that the praftices, 
authentically recorded to have prevailed among the Egyp¬ 
tians, are reprefeated to have prevailed among the Babylo¬ 
nians, and Chaldees. The account of Ezekiel feeras to argue' 
labor, labor not reconclleable with the writings of Mofes; from 
this peculiarity there feeras reafon to conje&ure, with the con¬ 
federation of proper dates to the events defcribed by Ezekiel, 
that the religious cuftoms eftablilhed in the ftate fignified by 
the latter prophet, which ftate implies, according to the tenor 
of his expreffions, a mixture at Jeaft of two feparate people 
in the fame kingdom, were more recently known to the fe- 
le&ed nation of Ifrael, than thofe of Egypt: Ezekiel lived and 
propbefied long after the death of Mofes. Tbefe circum- 
ftancesare intimated more immediately to reconcile the fcrip- 
tural account, in contradiftion to thofe, which aflign a more 
ancient cultivation of religious corruptions to the Babylo¬ 
nians, and Chaldees; a priority, from which the perverfions of 

facred by profane religion have been too immediately afcer - 

fained# In confirmation of the above fentiments, it may be 
alleged, that the prophecies of Ezekiel contain more allufions, 

familiarly applicable to the doctrines of our Savior, particu¬ 
larly that of a future r efurreRion, than the earlier prophets, 

whofe writings are handed down as genuine fcriptural re- 

mains. 

* 

Remark on the AfTertions of Apollonius: page 16. 

It has been a fubje£l of attention among thofe, who apply 
to mythological enquiries, that fuch frequent applications 
have been made to the female fex ; the ufual idea has affixed 
to them the cbara&er of prieftefles; but prieftefies were efta- 
blifhed certainly at a date fubfequent to the pj-iefthood, and 
bore the face of deviation from that original of facred writ. 
We are allured from an excellent authority, that of • Mr. 
Bryant, that female fymbols were in very ancient periods 
aferibed to the ark of Noah. A certain fable relative to the 
Egyptian Typhon, that he burft into light obliquely through 
the fide of his mother, though expreffed as an aliufi on to the 

• Analyf.Mythol.vol. ii.p. 3*6. 

Arkite 
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Arkite hiftory, may feem.to have originated from the prima¬ 
ry formation of woman ; in the very concife draft of antedi- 
vuiian idolatry, more exprefs intimations are given, that a 
mixture of the fons of God with the daughters of men* 
of the people fele&ed by the Almighty with thofe of idola¬ 
trous principles, occasioned the catattrophe of the deluge. 
Idolatry in the poft-diluvian hiftory is characterized under 
the practice of whoredom j and fuch inter-communion rauft 
be efteemed the moft confident emblem , by which religious 
apoftacy could be concluded. If fuch the root, can it be won¬ 
dered, that the branches of this fcriptural tree were Strange¬ 
ly divided, when transplanted to the fertil foil of mythology, 
where the female fex feems originally to have predominated 
over the male, contrary to the orthodoxy of grammar, which 
acquaints us, that the mafculine is more worthy than the 
feminine? The rule of inverfion is in this cafe the pioper 
reconcilement *, as it rarely fails to be upon heathen confider- 
ations in general. 

5 uc/i inverfion isin no infiance more con fpicuous, than in the 
adulteration of the divine love difplayed in the fcriptural hif- 
tory of the ark, by its application to the love borne by man to 
the fofter fex: hence the earlieft expeditions of the Greeks 

are excited by fuch wantonnefs of patfion, and p/under of 
beauty. Hence Cupid, the piClure of divine love, is meta- 
morphol'ed into a mifehievous urchin wounding human hearts 
with his arrows 5 and hence may be deduced an additional 
reafon, why women were deferibed as prieftefles by the Greeks, 
their influence over the affections of men naturally boafling 
Aiperior efficacy over even their religious principles. * But the 
union of Eros, divine love, with Pfycbe, the foul/ juftiy 
called by Mr. Bryant, the moft pleafing emblem among the 
Egyptians,’ (and from which the ancients dated the infti- 
tution of marriage) may evince the reverence in which wo¬ 
men were held 5 the foundation, it may feem, of that hofpi- 
tality which the heathens conftrued it profanation to violate: 
This hofpitaUty was primarily the refult of domejlic inter - 
(ourfe , the ftranger after he ate and drank with the native > 
was entitled to his protection. 
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Remark, fee Book I. ver. 146, jjo, Ollg. 

t 

* Led a, the jStoIian,* faye the text of Apollonius, « in* 

Spired ber fbns, the twin brothers,’ to join the Argonautic 
expedition * from the Jand of Sparta, little diffident of her 
own fecurity from their abfence; for her mind dwelt upon a 
theme worthy the fons of Jupiter.* 

That the Grecians borrowed their religious ceremonies 
from the Egyptians, and thefe latter from a fcriptural fource, 
has been largely infixed upon in the courfe of thefe remarks. 
The earlier praflifers of that worfhip, originating from the 
Arkite records, were alike Arcadians, from Areas, who typi¬ 
fied Noah ; and Minyae, a people which characterize the Ar¬ 
gonauts, from Minyas, under whofe name the patriarch of 
comfort is tikewife figured. In (hort, agreeably to the ideas 
of Apollonius, the whole body of Grecians are lineal defen¬ 
dants of that family, by whom the world was providentially 

renewed in the hiftory of the deluge. 

As to the term above mentioned, 1 Sparti,* it it obferved 
♦bat • the Cadmians, and people of other colonies, who came 

into Greece, were fo called, haring had their rife ’ in Grc- 

cian eftimation * from fomething which was Town: hence 
the two-fold Cecrops is faid to have originally fprung from 

the teeth of a ferpent fcatter&d ir) the ground. In the hiftory of 
tbt Sparti we have continual allufions to the flood, and to their 
berng diffipated afterwards* We may decypher the fable about 
the ferpent’s teeth. They were Heliadae, fuppofed offspring of 
the fun, whom they deferibed as a ferpent. Hence the Gre¬ 
cians, inftead of faying, that the Sparti had their origin from 
the ferpent deity the fun, made them take their rife from the 
teeth of a ferpent. And as they were fporades, by which 
term is meant any thing fcatrered abroad, or fowed in the 
ground, they took it in the latter fenfe 5 and fuppofed that 
thefe teeth bad been fown, and had produced an army of men. 
The ifiands called Sporades may be concluded to have receiv¬ 
ed a portion of the family originally defperfed, and from that 
event to have obtained the Grecian appellation. Thus may 

the genuine fource of tbe Argonautic expedition be hiftorical- 

ly deduced from tbe diiuvian line. 


Mr, 
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Ml Bryant • has furmfhed the heads of the foregoing re¬ 
marks. I beg to fuJbmit an obJemtibn, not immediately 

coxme&ed with the above, upon the fub’\e£t of Ifa’ic’s name j 

« the purport of which ’ he alledges to have been * manifested 

by an involuntary fit of laughter upon a folemn occafion.’ 
This laughter may, at leaft more decently, and I cannot avoid 
thinking, more reconcileably with fcriptur»\ propriety, be 
confirued a ti iumphant conipioufnefs, arifing from a fuperior 
exertion of faith, in the mother of Ifaac, of whom a fon was 
to be born, when the could from nature have but fmall expec¬ 
tation of fuch blefiing. In the very name of Sarah the divine 
promife of a joyful fucceffion from Abraham and his wife 
was implied. We here tread prophetic ground 5 that ground, 
which well-trodden by a critic will beft enable his explanation 
of the ancient facred records. The whole hiftory of Sarah's 
conception, and the birth of Ifaac when both his parents were 
ftricken in years, as it muft be concluded a miraculous ia- 

terpofition of divine Providence to continue the line of Shem, 
fo is its reference undeniable to an event more perfectly 
miraculous, the birth of our Redeemer. 

Mr. Bryant at the clofe of the chapter t expreflis hlmMf, 

that 4 the Hebrew was ever a dialett of the Chaldee language,’ 
and intimates the Chalda’ic to have been the earbeft tongue, 
that Mofes delivered the divine commands in the Hebrew 
idiom may rather be colle&ed from the peculiar prefervation 
of that language, a prefervation little to be remarked in the 
exiftence of any other oriental tongue. 

The Egyptians certainly poflefied a language before their 
communication with the Chaldees, in the days of Terah, 
father of Abram. The Hay of thefe idolaters in Egypt was 
fcarcely fufficient to have engaged Egyptian tenacioufnefs 
to relinquilh its own for an alien language. TheEgyptians, 
on this idea familiarized by feripture, may boaft at lealt a 
coeval eminence with the illultrious Tons of Ur. That certain 
variations, flowing through the channel of dialers, might 
have refulted from occafional intercourfes of divided families, 
is a natural conclufion ; but we may at the lame time reflect, 

* Anal. Auc.Mythol. vol. iii. p. 418. 

f Analyf Mythol. vol. iii. p. 4x6. 

that 
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that the/eparation of the one original language into its feveral 
unconne&ed branches in confeauence of the difperfion, was at¬ 
tended, like the continuance of God's chofen people in rbe 

line of Abram, and of Sarai, with a miraculous difplay of 

Providence. 


Additional Remark on the Attention paid to the Female Sex: 

page 16. 


Mr. Bryant reconciles the diftinguiffied refpeft difplayed in 
the holy and profane writings to the female fex, from his 
comment upon the ancient Peleiades or doves, which he has 
deduced from that bird commemorated in the hiftory of the 
ark, «A warlike expedition (fays that excellent mythologift) 
iras, amoogft the earlieft Greeks, and their predeceflors, the 

Egyptians, the fettling of a colony. It is probable, that there 
were women among the Amazonians, who officiated at the 

religious ceremonies, inftitufed ’ by that people. The Pelti - 

ades, or doves, were the female branch of the Ionim, by 
whom idolatry was firft introduced : they were at the fame 
time Amazonians ♦.* 


From this criticifin is evinced the very great con Men cy, 

indeed hiftorical accuracy in the fcriptural fpecification of 
the mother's name marking the genealogy of thofe record¬ 
ed by the holy writings; fuch circumftantiai defeription 
particularizes the various branches, into which the ear¬ 
lieft families of the patriarchal line were divided in their fuc- 
ceffive generations. 


Remark on Book I. Verfe 512. 

r.ssi yainc. 

'The region called Colchis,’faith Mr. Bryant, * was one 
of the moft ancient Cuthite colonies. It is faid to have exift- 
ed ages before the sra of the Argonauts 5 many of the 

• Bryant's Arialyf. anc. Mythol. vol. iii. p. 4&y. 

• CO/!- 
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conftellations were not formed in t/ie heavens at the time, when 
t\ns colony was founded. One of the principal cities was 
called Cura, and Cuta'ia.’ From Apollonius Cutais appears 

to have been the original title of the Colchian country* and 

if we adhere to the fentiments of Mr. Bryant, in favor of the 
Cuthite Cyftem, fuch a prior appellation is more diredtly con- 
firmed. Colchis fee ms to have been derived from an ancient 

rock, * or petra, in the hollows of the mountain.’ Caucafus 
is an Ophite temple, wherein the Deity was worthiped under 
the figure of a ferpenr. The Coichians are no other than * the 
Indian Scythas.’ Thefe Scythians are amply reconciled by 
that diftinguiflied pen, as the descendants of the fcriptural 
Chus. His defendants in the proctls.of years divided them- 
felves into remoteli branches; they emigrated into the Italian 
regions, and feem to have been commemorated by Virgil* 
under the denomination of Caietans. For this we have only 
to refer to the exordium of that book of the iEneid relating to 
the nurfe of /Eneas who receives her title from that place, 

Tii quoque, &c. &c. JEneia Nutrix, 

The truth is, that every name was branched out into vari¬ 
ous diftinations, proportionably to the various extenhons of 
earlielt adventurers into the /everal regions of the earth. No 

wonder therefore, that even the retention of a primary letter 
affixed 10 the original names of places derived from a family- 
fuccrfljun, originally eitabiilhed therein, became fufiicient to 
extend tradition Tothofe, whofe emigrations pervaded coun¬ 
tries, where a Ids intelligent enquirer would pronounce 
an impoflihility of connexion j no wonder that in fuch we 
m iv trace interefts more immediately lineal. It may be 
difficult to afeertam from any other principle the fettiement 
of itates, and empires, particulatly of thofe, in which a fimi* 
lanty of ulages, and chiefly of religious ceremonies is obferv- 
able, and which, however dilfant, may from fuch refem- 
blance be concluded to have been derived from very earbeft 
record. 
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On Hypfipile’s putting her father Thoas into an ark, and 
trolling him to the ocean to preferve him from the general 
jnafTacre of men by the Lemnian women. 

AafieJU JfF xsi\it pit VITCfS' 5*f <p£?lS$(th 

Why the ancient idolaters felecled an ark, and caft it 
to the mercy of the waves, for the purpofe of fecuring the 
life of the perfon placed in it, may feem, as it is, a mar ter of 
aftoni&ment, if we confider that the fame perfon might have 
been fafely concealed in Tome remote, and defert fituation 
of the coontry which might happen to be a temporary fcene of 
troubles. The reconcilement of this difficulty may be only 
made from a conclufion, that the idea originated from the 
fcriptural ark. The diviiion of the earth happened during 
the life of Noah, after (fays Mr. Bryant) the confufion of 
tongues occafioned by the attempt of Babel ; which .that cele¬ 
brated mythologift very judicioufly conilrues to bavebeen the 
earlieft extenfive temple erefted by idolatrous oppofition. 
Thefe two events are in our Bibles fixed to the fame year, 
and indeed feem (though Mr. Bryant’s arguments have con- 
fiderable weight on the other fide) effentially connefted in 
their confluences 5 for when the language became confuted, 
♦ difperfion teemed naturally to fucceed. We find thatSerug, 
father of Nahor, was born about fixty years after the difper* 
fion 3 l^ahor was born thirty years afterwards; and Terab 
bis fon, twenty-nine years after Nabor. Terah’s place of 
nativity was Ur of Chaldea. It may be reafonably .prefumed 
that the family bad been fettled in Chaldea before the days of 
'Serug. Add, that this place is the full intimated to have re- 

• The difperfion took place A 0 , ant. Chr. 2247. Serug.was 

bom 1*85. Nabor -was born 2155. Abram was born-2056, 
fifty-eight years before the death of Noah. Abram-went into 
Haran 19233 from Haran into Canaan 1921; and the next 
year into Egypt. * The Canaanite was then in the land, and 
bad been there, in all probability, as long as the family of 
Abram bad poffefled Cbaldea: the fame may be faid of the 
Egyptians 3 who feem to have been at leaft as early, for Ab¬ 
ram found there an eftab lifted government under princes* 

ceived 
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celved inhabitants after the difperfion. from Ur cf Chaldea, 
Abram went into the land of Haran, of Canaan, diid o t 


'Egypt. 

Though Chaldea h the land ‘firft mentioned hs stboVe, yet 
it may be queftiofned Whether Egypt was not eftablifhted in go* 
Vernment before t The firft king of the former country * gave 
out a report,* fays Abydenus, as quoted Anal. Mythol. Vol. iJi. 
p. 97. ‘ that he was appointed by God to be the Ihephferd eft 
his people,’ What god? For the family of Abram, from thfeifr 
earlieft entrance into Chaldea'had been idolators. TeraH’s 


(AbramVfather’s) very name implies it. Why the (hephefd 
of his people ? Probably from the idea of Egyptian fllepherd- 
kings; which may feem to place this account of Chaldea by 
Abydenus fubfequently to the date of Egypt, in point of mo* 
narchy. The feriptures mention nothing of kings in Chal¬ 
dea till very long after the days of Terah, and of Abram. 
And (hepherd-kings are certainly deducible from the line of 
patriarchs, the defeendents from Shetru 
If we refleft u)>on the legendary traditions of Oannes, Si- 
futhrus, Oinas, and Jonas, the Babylonian, Chaldean, and 
Grecian Noah, we may obferve, that each nation violate* 
every principle of chronology, by its claim of priority as to the 
hiftory, which it deferibes. Such is the refult of deviation front 
unerring guides! guides to be purftied through the feripturah 
accounts, for no other record of diluvian events can be re¬ 
lied on f every other is indeed a grotefque copy tricked out it* 
the frippery of idol-abomination. It is reprefented of Oanne^ 
called likewife Dagon, (a well known idol in Holy Writ) that 
* he appeared twice and difeourfed much with mankind} but 
would not eat with.them,’ This, Mr, Bryant (Anal Mythol*. 
voi, iii, p, no.) refers to « his antediluvian ftate, when mfca 
fed upon crude fleth, while the life was in itbut, * that po- 
fitive injunction from the Deity to Noah/ u Fle/h, with the 

life thereof, which is the blood thereof, ftiall ye noteaC* 
having been delivered after the deluge 5 it may perhaps as 
well be fuhmitted to this lefs early date. The iujuri&ion it- 
felf ifl'ued from the nature of facriftces fpecifically referved- 
by the Almighty to the honor of his name, in d\ftin€Hoa 
from the woi fhip of idolatry The offerings of the laft con* 
filled not in Jbttfi. and oxai\ thife before the deluge they 

might 
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might have devoured in the crude ftate j and the favage cuflonr 
might probably afterwards be kept up as a fundamental princi¬ 
ple of idolatry, from the traditions of defendants from Noah, 
who had feen and perhaps praftifed before fuch wretched in- 
itances of feeding. The animal firfi fruits had been fele&ed 
for the worihip of the Almighty, in the facFifice of Abel: 
indeed fuch offerings, fubfequently efiablHhed, in which the 
food of man confided, were but reprefentations of that pious 
difpofition, which actuated worfhipers, zealous to receive 
tbebleffingof the deity upon their future repaft ; a difpofition 
which leads to fervency of devotion, and prevents the wild 
career of ferocity. Nature revolts from the idea of wanton¬ 
ly tormenting the helple/s an/raa/, defined for its fupply: no 

wonder therefore, that they who have eaten the flefti with the 
life thereof ore hiftorically pictured as barbarians delighting 
in the torture and the blood of their own fteties. 

See Orig. Book L ver. 1130 

To the obfervations already fubraitted as explanatory of 
the event relating to Anchiale, I beg leave to add, that the 
mythological imaginations of the Greeks, which affixed in 
earlier days the birth of thofe reprefen ted to have planted co¬ 
lonies, to a deity’s amour with a terreftrial beauty, flowed ori¬ 
ginally from religious enthufiafnu Wherefoever the ancient 
Greeks are handed down by tradition, as having founded 
kingdoms, and e/fabliflied /elements, on their firfl: defeen* 
upon a coaft for thofe purpofes, they erecled 4 altarettes, - * if 
the term may be hazarded, and invoked that godhead which 
their own ideas, anting from occafional circumftances, and 
iituatioo, conjured up as the tutelary genius of the place. 

Every deed which they afterwards performed, and every point 

they coropafTed * (and thefe mnft have been in fuch barbarous 
periods of an atrocious and violent completion) was attri¬ 
buted to that deity himfelf. 

The Greeks, when their expeditions led them through 
various parts of their future empire, found the principle in¬ 
habited* inhabited by thefe, wbo prafrifed thofe religious cere¬ 
monies# which had given birth in reality to their own ; for all 

devia- 
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deviations of idolatry from the facred^ records ran in one uni¬ 
form channel, being all (as Mr. Bryant juftly remarks) cor¬ 
ruptions of the fcriptural Arkite hiftory. No wonder that 
our invader , as a primary ad towards their fettJement in /e/s 
neighboring regions, took the women by force, or by arti¬ 
fice, which alike tended to infure pofieflion. 

Thefe women, as a confirmation of the fentiment, that 
fuperftition was the prevailing principle of a&ion among the 
earlieft idolaters, were generally called priefteflfes. Grecian 
vanity pronounced them of the royal line, and by the rule of 
inverfion, in which the Greeks largely dealt, they gave names 
to thofe prince/Tes, from whom the country, or diftrift, which 

they had invaded, was called. Hence the deity, aflerted to 
havediie&ed them to the fpot, and who was always bimfelf 

repre/ented to have been upon lome adventure or other, was 
fabled to have enjoyed the prieftefs; and the Greeks became in 
procefs of time ruler* of the kingdom. 

The higher we trace the real names of the countries, into 
which the Egyptians migrated of old, the more we (hall have 
reafon to confirm Mr. Bryant’s dtdu&ion of fuch earlier ex- 
peditions from the i Arkite hiftory.' The names themfelvei 
being no other, than terms, in which that hiftory was uni- 
verfally exprefted. 

Indeed (lighter ufages of Idolatry feem to argue their adop¬ 
tion from events in the fcriptural records; a particular imme¬ 
diately occurs, which may evince the truth. The earth was di¬ 
vided into three parts j one to each ion of Noah, and his de. 
fcendentsy the Egyptian veneration, of the number three may 
not unfairly be taken from this divifion of the earth. Con- t 
tinued exhibitions of an ark are met with in the writings of 
Mofes, and the prophets $ fuch allufions abound in Greece! 
in the revolutions of five thoufand years, and the divjfions 
into which languages branched out upon the earth, many a- 
link of the chain muft neceflarily be broken, and the reafoner 
be thereby difabled from purfuing the track of etymology'. 
There.feejrs great probability, that a proper inveftigation of 
the mod ancient languages would tend to a rational glance* 
at Jeaft, of proof , that every tongue owed its ultimate origin 
to that, in which the prophetical writings have been primarily 

S banded 
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handed to as* What claim would a lioguift lay to applauft 

from the lezmed an d the religious, who would thus range the 
world of languages to vindicate the dignity of {acred writ! 

S 

# 

Remark on the Stones ere&ed as a Monument to the two 
Heroes, Zetesaad Calais, flain by Hercules, at the rites dif- 

charged to Pelias. 

Mr. Bryant in his obferation* upon rocks, no unfuitable 
ob ]c£ts of idolatrous fuperdition, takes occaGoti to introduce 

the lines of Apollonius above referred to, and feems to be of 
opinion, that the ufcs in which they were employed, aroft 
from an Egyptian fource; he moreover concludes thefe ftones, 
let one dire&ly upon the other, to have been no other than 
amber ftones, fimilar to thoie, which are to be found, accord* 
ing to his conftra&ion, in Cornwall, and at Stonehenge. If 

the femimeiits of our great mytbologift concerning their re• 

ligious application, be acceded to, we may underftand them 
primarily to have characterized rocks, on the borders of 

torrents: in many countries, where from the mountainous 
parts the waters have, for a fucce&on of ages, rufhed through 
the rallies, the force with which they exert tbemfelves carries 
with them the particles of earthy fubftance, with which thofe 
rocks had been united. There is fcarcely an objeft in nature, 
which caftsa greater air of folemnity than a rock thus bared 
from if* foundations, and Handing as it were felf-fup ported 
amid the ruins of the farrounding feenery: this very feenery 
contributes to the aggravation of horror. The monument 

cre&ed to the Tons of Korea* by Hercules may fcarcely be /up- 
pofed iq its effe&s the foie work of human mduftry. That 
the ftones were placed, as defcribed by our poet, there is little 
realon to doubt 5 but the confequence arifing from fuch pofi- 
tion muft have been a work of ages j when the foil, which had 

originally been was intermixed, was worneaway, and a happy 

equipoife, undefigned perhaps by the man, who placed them 
in loch pofition, occafioned a vibration, to which the nature 
of the ftones tbemfelves may in no fraall. degree have contri¬ 
buted. Stonehenge is conjeftnred to have been * a monu¬ 
ment to w hich few are prior/ It has been ufually efteemed 
a druidical temple; a conftru&ion reconciled, as it has been 

ufually 
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ttfualiy efteemed, from thp remain? of its internal apart¬ 
ments, to the dark purpofes of idolatry. Antiquarians agree 

not as to the original of this ft one-work; it may, however, 
without a failure of refpeft to fuperior judgements, be permit* 
ted to declare again ft the probability, that in very eariy dayf 
human artifice with every afiiftance then known could with- 

• * * • « i i • »* 

out the aid of nature herfelf have contrived the carnage of the 
feveral ftones to, and their iituation upon the fpots, where 
they to this hour remain. Mr. Bryant’s Mythol, vol. iii* 

p, j 6 . 


See the conclufion of Remarks, &c. immediately preceding 

the Poem. 

ASneas died, according to fome accounts, at the age of 
thirty eight years, after a reign in Latium of three years. 

The dates of his different periods of life mull be thus fixed 

agreeably to tr.e above calculation. 

/Eneas when the ftege of Troy began was - 18 years old; 
he could not be lefs to take ah a&ive part 
in promifeuous ficirmifhes. 

Seigeof Troylafted - io years. 

Age of Afcanius when he quitted Troy, at lead 5 years. 
From /Eneas's quitting of Troy, to his murder 

of Turnus,. . years. 

JfJis reign in Latium, .... 3 years. 

38 years. 

This makes him too young, for Afcanius could not have con¬ 
fidently been lefs than twelve or fourteen, when he fliot Nci- 
mitor in the Asneid. Sir Ifaac Newton’s allowance of twenty- 
one years from 904 A. C. to 883 A.C. From the taking of 
Troy to the building of Carthage, feeras to be too confidera* 
ble 5 .flsneas could fcarcely have pafs'd fo many years between 
the ruin of the former, and his arrival in the latter: indeed 

Sir Ifaac might have meant to defcribe the completion of the 
buildings at Carthage 5 fuch a city as mud from its firft 
done to the dole of its whole formation have employed a 
great length of time. Sir lfaac’s reprefentation is at all events 
nearer to the truth. 

S a Me. 

— 
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Mr- Bryant, in conformity with Sir Ifaac Newton, fixes the 
fiege of Trpy a generation, or thirty-three years after the 
Argonautic expedition. He is dcfcribing Orpheus, who is 
by fome writer*, * placed eleven generations before the war 
ofTroy,’ confequently ten generations before the expedition 
of the Argonauts. Anal, anc. Mytbol. vol ii, p 130. 
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TRANSLATED into ENGLISH VERSE. 

ft 

Occationed by a Reference to that Poem in 

remarks 

UPON THE 

LIFE and WRITINGS of 
APOLLONIUS RHODIUS, 


Ut hi (lories proludens confonet ordo 
Notitiae, voces duco p licet in vidus adfit, 

Quifqujs erit, culpare jocos ; mufamque paratus 
Pondere vel Culicis leviori faina feratur. 

Virgilii Culex, ver. 4;—8 # 


• The Ceiris of Virgil is here placed, the two firft books 
of Apollonius being adequate to the fatisfaffion of a careful 
examiner, whofe curiofity may induce his enquiry into paf- 
fages of the Ceiris alledged to have been imitated from Apol¬ 
lonius by Virgil. 



MUSTATHITJ £, in bis remarh upon Dionyjius 
of Alexandria^ acquaints bis readers , that Scylla * was 
chained to the helm of the Jbip, in which Minos con¬ 
veyed her from Me gar a. The whole pajfage runs thus: 

■ 40 * • « 

Minos . making himfelf mafer of Megara with the ajjif 
fence of Scylla% daughter of Nifus y king of that ciiy % 
who was in love with him , and cut off her father s 
head, conceived that Jhe who bad. thus betrayed her pa¬ 
rent , would be probably aRuated to commit murder on 
any other occajion ; he therefore chained to the helm of 
the Jbip this traitrefs and dejlroyer of her father ; and 

thus f configned her to the ocean: Jhe was transformed 

ihfo a bird / called Ceiris, Hyginus the grammarian only 

writes , that c Scylla threw herfelf headlong into the fea 9 
that Jhe might not be made captive by her purfuers 

• * Sufpenla noro ritu.*— 

Ceiris ?. 389. Scaliger^s note upontbe paflage. 

f Minot from his extreme reputation for juftice may be 
concluded to have puniflied this crime of Scylla more large- 
ly, left his lenity (hould be conflrued into his efpoufal of 
the enormity. 

or 

$ The Roman poets in particular confound the feparate 
hiftories of Scylla changed into a rock, and Scylla here con- 
fide red. Apollonius, always exalt in mythological records, ad¬ 
heres faithfully to the firft. 
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♦ 

f HOUGH various love of praife my jirji regard, 
. Minewhohaveproved the vulgaris wifi reward. 

Though mine,Cecropian bow’rs, your fragrant grace. 
Where Wifdom wraps me in her {hade’s embrace, 

* Me, Goddefs , deign’ft thou for thy votary chufe. 
From loftier toils low (looping to the Mufe ? 

Toils, which the world o’erleap, a fcantier bound. 
Thy thought fufpended in yon ftarry round, 
TowVing the (plendid hights of virtue's hill, 

How rarely pleafure deem’d !—my daring will 
Yet weaves with twining wreathe the flow’ry line; 
Yet wooes, (and fuch their right!) the ready Nine, 
Fair wifdom’s bow’rs in happier eafe to fcan ; 

And foothely foft attune the moral plan.— 

f To all each age’s wondVous race be known ? 

The wijb to paint it, Roman, be thy own! 

* Orig. v. 5. Num raea quaereteo dignum (ibiquarere 
carmen, is not Virgilian. I would read, 4 num me qusretea 
dignum ?—Sibi quaerere carmen ? * Will wiidom fearch after 
me as worthy of her ? is it hers to feck poetry ? Virgil, it it 
remarkable, tried his pinions in philofophical flights! See 
them in the Georgies, b. i. and more elaborately in his fixth of 
theiEneid. 

+ In the text the epithet 4 mirificum’ is repeated, which 
has its effe£h The conftruftion alludes, it may feem, to the 
mythological descriptions of the ancient ages of Greece* 

s 4 


For 
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* For me, though wifdam from her facred towV 

•"1 

Op’d all her force $ Jht , whofe according pow’r 
Points f ancient merit for her honor’d heir ; 

Thence might l boldly fpurn each fordid care ; 

Each error of mankind (whofe poifon lies 
Wide o’er the various globe) might dare defpife 5 

Yet, Wifdom, would l check th* adoring lay; 

Yet would reflrain* though oft in fportive play 
The Mufe has wont her humbler themes rehearfe, 
And fyllabled the fweets of gentle verfe.—— 

The fail of fnow thy beauties (hould infold. 

Such as adorn’d th’ Athenian ftreets of old. 

While breath’d the vow to chafte Minerva paid, 

Or the fifth year the J lingering rites difpiay’d. 

When zephyr’s triumph rous'd th' alternate eafl; 

His weight condenfing, as his pow’rs increas’d. 

* I read, v. 14. orig. without quarrelling with the pbrafe 
ufuaily exprefled, 

* Si mihi jam fummas fapientia panderet arces.' 

It think it more in Virgil's fpirit. 

t Four philofophers, * Plato, Ariftotle, Zeno, and Epicu¬ 
rus.’ . The laft may feem more directly to have occafioned the 

compliment; the tenets of Epicurus alone are contained in 
the two eofuing verfes of the original. 

% A luftrum, or term of five years is fpecified in the text 5 
at which period the ancients cleanfed tiie capital cities of 
the Grecian kingdoms by fac;ifices in plains dedicated to 
Mars. I believe, that the alternate courfe of the weft and eaft 
winds may fignify the vernal feafon of the year, when tbefe 
facrifices were celebrated. 


Blefs’d 
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Bkfs’d is the day, and blefs’d the hallow’d year. 

And blefs’d each vot’ry of a fcene fo-dear! 

Hence bright in order weav’d thy de^ds of arms, . 
Aufpicious Pallas! from the war’s alarms 
Stamp’d on the foil the giant trophies ftood ! 

Each horror of the battle mark’d in blood l 

Here I'ypho bends beneath the jiv'lin’s fhoek, 

Whofe point is gold proud OflVs mountain rock- 
His frenzy whirl’d to heaven ; oh! daring might! 
Olympus doubled by * iEmathia's hight. 

Such was the f fail uprear’d in fokmn hour! 

And fuch, oh ! youth of learning’s fav’nte bow’r. 
For thee my wifties weave, where Jburce of day 
Flafh the full fplendors of yon purple ray \ 

Where fi/v'ry Luna leads the train of liars. 

Wide earth encompafs’d by their azure cars j 

For thee the philofophic volume awes. 

With truths, that nature point, and nature’s laws ; 

j 4 

Thy deathlefs name o’er wifdom s facred page 
Triumphant fhall refound from age to ag^—— 

•But mine the tender infancy of arts ; 

Scare e-Jlrung the nerve nofolid ftrength imparts; 

• • 

* This alludes to Pelion, a mountain of Theflaly. 

f The foregoing defcription of the fail literally reprefents 
the particular foims, in which the fettival of the Panaihensa 
was celebrated at Athens in honor of Mmeiva, tutelar) g«*d- 
defs of that city, and conltnictiefs of the (hip Argo, to which 
the fail was fabled to have belonged. 


Cull'd 
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Cull'd by the Mufe fair Wifdom's flow'ry fpoil 
With many a vigil confecrates her toil; 

Accept ('ti$ all I can !j the boon of truth, 

Accept thefe earlier rudiments of * youth! 

With fmilcs the budding Tweets of genius fee; 

Thofe fmilee their nurture, as they bloom for thee! 
Nor great th' exordium ! mark the fears that roll 
From various portents to the confcious foul! 

When impious Scylia views, in feather’d grace 
Herfelf array'd, a new-colle&ed race 
Of plumage foar fublime, on filken wings 
Caerulean to the ftars her courfe Ihe fprings 
O’er manfiocs late her own ; oh \ deftin’d change! 
Her’s for the ravifli’d purple lock to range. 

By treach'ry ravijh'd from a father's head ; 

And fell deftrudion o’er his kingdoms fpread f [— 

There 

• The original Teems to confirm an opinion, apparently 
more confiftent than its oppofite, that the Ceiris, if concluded 
to be Virgil's, (it is by no means unworthy of him) was a 
jQMihful compofition. As he was revrfing his AsneTd fome • 
years before, and towards the time of his death it can fcarcely 
be imagined, that he attempted any poem of confequence after 
that excellent heroic. Indeed, the ftudy of philofophy being 
employed as part of the Roman education, it is moft probable, 
that he tried the pinions of his earlier Mufe in this philofo- 
pbic Bight, rather than that be defer'd it till later hours. Yet 
has Scaliger, in his comment upon the addrefs of the Ceiris to 
Meffalb, fixed the composition to the latter days of Virgil, 
after Mefialb's return with Auguftus from the Eafi. 

f The author of the Ceiris takes his exordium of philofo- 
phical purfuits from mythological fable, The hiftory of 

Scylia 
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^There arc, my friend, and bards of nobler dream^ 
(Truth be our own, for truth’s the Mufe’s theme!) 
Whofe verfe avows the * monfterYvary’d form, 
Scyllaean rock, defiant of the florm; 

Fell Scylla, of the forrow-breeding train 
The chief who compafs’d with the dogs of main 
The f man of woes ; (he (fuch the fabled lore!} 
Dulichian veflels tofs’d with troubled roar 5 
While iffuing through the vaft, and boundlefs deeps. 
To earth the flutter'd mariner fhe fweeps 
To tales like thefe Maeonia’s hallow’d bard 
Could credit fcarce affure, or win regard. 

Nor ill the ftrain where doubt and error lead. 
Various the tales to fancy $ lore decreed, 

Scylla is fufficientiy explained by the particulars, fpecifod \n 
the prefcnt poem, and evidently Reducible from that of Samp- 

fon and Dafilah. The very crime is the fame, though the 
confequence varies. But it is little requifite, that minuteft 
refemblance (hould conllitute fuch imitations. Imitators arc 
ufually auk ward, if not bunglers; the heathens were cer* 
tainly the latter, in their copies of the holy writings 5 the 
principles of the copyift fo materially varied from thofe of hit 
original, that it may only be efteemed matter of aftonilh- 
ment, that deviations abound not to excefs. Scylla was 
changed into a bird. The enemy, in behalf of whom the 
daughter capitally trefpafled upon her father, was Minos* 
The metamorphofis may thence be reconciled to hiftory. 

# The original has 'monttra/ pluralty; but the aUufion Is 
certainly intended to a fingte reprefentation, It is the Roman 
adoption from the Greek. 

•f Ulyffes s this anecdote is agreeable to Grecian ftory. 

Who 
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Who fings the virgin forms of Scyllan birth; 

So nam’d by her, the Mufe of Smyrna’s earth* 

From Lamia, or Cretaeis fprung to light. 

Or her, the monffer featur’d lover’s fight 
Wbofe raptures blefs’d ; or chang’d, ill-fated maid ! 
By fpells tb’ enchanter’s magic wiles difplay’d*—• 
But whence the virgin’s crime ? old Ocean’s fire 
Quench’d on the rugged fand his am’rous fire, 

Wrap ? d with her beauties; in her dearer arms 
Forgot bis injur’d Am phi trite’s charms*. 

* The indelicacy, and apparent infignificancy of the two 
lines immediately enfuing in the original, juftifies their oroiflion 

in the tranftation. The preceding verfe, 

• Sue iiianr oonftro genurt Perfaea biformr, 

is largely commented by Scaliger, who labors to reconcile an 
alteration, feemingly needlefs: but Scaliger loves a difplay of 
Ir^rning, which be not unufualiy throws away. He makes 
the moon mother of Scylla, by a two-formed monfter; the 
inaffic 3 l idea of Egypt, ai^d of Greece, when (he was eclipfed, 
trh-.ch they attributed to a monger's connexion with her. 
Apollonius's fchoiiatt more properly acquaints us, that Scylla 
was daughter of Pbcrcys, and Hecate; of whom 1 take Lamia, 

Ctetels, and Ptrfea to have been branches. Neptune is term¬ 
ed, ver.y? of the original 4 ipfe pater.’ in the fame manner as 

Virgil in his Georgscs applies the words to Jupiter, 

* 

Ipfe pater media nimborum no&e; 

Scaliger delineates Scylla Horn the commentaries of the Greeks, 
* a very beautiful woman ; but having been enjoyed by Nep¬ 
tune, fhe was, through the jealoufy of Amphitrite, who in- 
the fountain in which fhe bath’d, by incantations me- 

taruoipbcVd into a wild beafi/ 


Nor 
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Nor late the period of revenge! to ftray 
With rapid courfe the wide-expanded wayfl 
Much-envy’d Scylla flew; the + ruthlefs bride 

In deluges of blood her ocean dy*d. 

Yet Fame records (each youth her beauties fire'} 

Shefpoils the lover of his foul’s defire - 9 
♦While fifh, and famifh’d dogs her form furround, 
She views grim horror’s various fiends abound. 

How oft the new-fhap’d limbs her wond’rous dread J 
How oft, the barkings, which herfelf had fbed ! 

She dar’d a goddefs of her rights beguile ; 

She dat’d to frown on Venus’ proffer’d fmile. 

Such f t h e dread punifhment her treach’ry fibres, 
Herfelf, fair object of the llriplings’ cares, 

(For 

D I read, v. 74. orig. Nec tamen j in the next line 1 aut 
quum cura, &c.* 

$ Amphitrite. 

* Scylla Teems to have affirm'd thefe forms. 

f I would read, v. S5, 86, and 87. orig. in two lines j 

Quam, Mala multiplici Juvenum quod fepta caterva 
Dixerat, infamem merito rumore fuiffe. 

I cannot avoid thinking, that * meretrix,’ ver. 86. and ‘ merito’ 
ver. 87. of the original, contain a jingle unworthy of Virgil. 
Scaliger furnifhes a prolix remark upon Palsephatus, which 
Teems to prove little, but that the hiltory of Scylla has its 
origin in ancient mythology. The very name of Palse))hatu3 
implies fuch conftru&ion. The fable of Scylla is at beft con- 
fufed j various accounts of perfons under this denomina¬ 
tion have been united into one. The author, if rot Virgil 

himfelf. 
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(For oft her language fpake a wayward foul) 

The wand’ring paffions of the beaft control. 

Her full reward of guilt the rev’rend fage 
Palaepbatus proclaims in learning’s page.— 

To each his hiftory ! each his critic fong, 
Thar/peaks the tale of woe !*—to us belong 
Meek Ceiris* tuneful notes ; nor our’s to own 
In fame $ deep records Scylla’s fame alone/ 

For this ye kindly quench my third of praife. 
While truth infpires the modulated lays. 

Ye Maks much rever’d , whofe hallow’d /brine 

I chaftely deck with many a gift divine. 

Each pillar fofcly dy’d ; thy fragrant/howV 
Scents the proud gate, thou byacinthine flow’r$ 

And there narciflus with his bluflies fweet. 

And there the violet, and crocus greet. 

Twin’d with the lily’s grace ; the thre/hold glows. 
Cheer’d with each ftreak, that marks the fcarter’d rofe; 
Yes! facred maids, your fmiles my labor crown. 
Of new-born ftrains, lov’d paffports to renown. 

Athenian feats the circling cities fpread, 

Where tow’rs the fea-beat promontory’s head 

himfelf, mod be concluded to have exifted nearly to thofe 
times, and may at lead be e/teemed in mod parts of his com- 
poGtion an happy imitator of the Mantuan bard. 

•I read f a6heos,* as a Greek derivation implying ‘ lito- 
reos.* Servius thus condmts it in his comment on a pafljge 
of the iEneid. 

ft 

Tow’rs 
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Tow’rs to the (hore, the bound of Thefeus’ reign. 
That glows with many a /hell’s impurpled ftain. 
High o’er the reft proud Megara uprears 
Her front illuftrious, work of earliefl years; 
Alcathous’ ftruSure; Phoebus yields his aid : 

In ev’ry toil whofe deity difplay’d. 

Here oft the flint arous’d to rapture’s fire 
Wakes the/brill note, and emulates the lyre; 
tThe gift of Hermes (wells in ev’ry found. 


And Phoebus* ancient honors breathe around. 
Chief of thehofts, who rul'd the world of arms. 

Great Minos through the city pour’d th’ alarms. 
Spoiled by the ve/Iel’s force; in union’s pride, 
Firm * Polyidus to his friend ally’d, 


X Mercury is recorded in Grecian fable to have been born 
on the mountain of Arcadia, Cyilene. His harp is in the 
prefent paflage intermixed with the lyre of Apollo, as of a 
congenial nature. I read verfes 107, and 108. 

Ssepk eteniro citharae voces imitatur acutus 
Saspc lapis j recrepat Cyllenia munera pul (us. 

Theeffeft of the harp upon the (tones alludes to the vibrating 
quality of the latter. 

• There is an inelegance of repetition, ver. 113, 114, nj, 
ori^. ‘ Cerates, Gortynius, and Cretsea,’ being each placed 
within few words one of the other, to fignify Crete. Polyidos 
is but ftiffly introduced at the beft> and though inferted in 
fubfervience to hiftorical tradition, the text would boaft a 

more Virgilian purity if ver. 112. fo ver. 115. both incJufive, 
were omitted 5 the fpirit of Nifus, as more concenter'd would 
thus p otTefs enlarged fpltcdor. 


His 
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Bis long-lov’d Nifus, quits in vengeful mood 
Carpathian billows, and each Cretan flood ; 

Forth rufh’d the monarch ’gainft th’ invader’s heart, 
And Athens mourns the defolating dart, 
f Nor then the faithful citizens, who fpring. 

Their country’s boaft, nor then th’ embattled king 
Fear to the walls their flying troops to lead. 

And give by matchlefs worth the foe to bleed, 
Appal’d, confounded, loft! enough for eafe 

On memory ftamp'd (he voice of beavVs decrees J 

• * 

4 • 

& 

+ The Ceiris bas evidently been left in a (late of imperfec¬ 
tion ; if may be apprehended, that forae dauber has occafion- 
ally intruded his coarfer colon into the original picture. The 
sixth verfe 

Hofpitio quo fe Nifi Polyxdos avito, 

which h3S been read in various forms, as we learn from the 
criticifm of Scaliger upon the pafiage, is fcarcely reconcile- 
able with fenfe. I would read it 

Hofpirio qua fe Nifi PoKIdos avito 

In the following conftroctioo. The adverb qua refers tG Me- 
gara. Polyidos I underliand nominariveiy, and to reprefent 
a perfon. There were two of this name; one a footh/ayer of 
Corinth, mentioned by Cicero ; the other of more modern 
date, bon>-icd by Vitruvius ;n the cba rafter of engineer. 

The very word implies the gift of extraordinary fight, I have 
concluded him ally of Nilus. An aukwjrd repetition of the 
Carpathian ,ea, tne Cera.ean rivers, and Gortyna is obvious, 
ver. i jj, jSuch tautology may abound in Or.d ; it is not 
•jndured in Virgil. The whole is a mythological romance, 
but in fome degree ref ivible ir. f o hiftorical accuracy. Mino* 
cleared the lea of Pirates. Newt. Cfcron. 

• t ► 

While 
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White o’er the monarch’s head the ringlet flows. 

The laurel lhades his temple; blufliing rofe, 

Bright in the midft a lock thy purple twines; 

Hence, monarch, hence thy country’s glory Alines! 
Secure the triumphs of thy future hour, 

Till on the Fatal lock deftru&ion low’r, 

Accordant fates have feal’d th’unvarying will; 

Cares for its weal each patriot bofom fill. 

The clafp of gold, fair Athens’ folemn rite, 
f The chirping infe&’s little teeth unite; 

Nor yours, ye fouls of worth, th’ attention vain 
This lov’d Palladium of your native plain 
Sleeplefs to guard !—yet Scylla’s doom to prove 
Th’ ungovern’d frenzy of a new-born love, 

(Oh! had thofe eyes ne’er flafh’d their wanton fire) 

Whofe wifh entombs her country, and her fire J. 
’Twas thine, malicious boy, whofe frowns defy 

A mother’s rage, ev’n His, who rules the fty, 

Thine, whofe pervading darts the lion tame. 

And foothe the famith’d tyger’s fullen flame; 

Thy reign, the mortal, and immortal foul— 

Too high the ftrains! Mufe check them, as they 
roll! 

i 

\ Alluding to the infignia of Athens. 

% Ver. 130,131, and jja.orig. may be thus read 

« Sed fuerit, quod Scylla novo concepta furore 
4 (Oh ! nimium cupidis (i non inhiaflet ocellis!) 

# Scylla patri6 mifero patriseque infefla fepulchro.’ 

T Thine, 
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Thine, frolic urchin, to awake the dorm 
In Juno’s haughty bread ! (* that lovely form, 
Which holds a perjur’d mind, th’ unhallow’d drain 
Long unreveng’d in memory to retain 
Knows not the guilty boaft;) (he, haplefs maid, 

Mid the full rites to giddy joys betray’d 
Profan’d the facred feats, her footfteps bend 
Far from each matron, from each votive friend, 
With fmiles gay-fporting, as th’ official veft 
Decks her fweet frame, and loos’d her fnowy bread 

• The original pafTage, which has hitherto defied confiruc- 
tion, may be thus read 

c Superas acuebat parvulus iras 
*Junonis magnae (nulli perjuria, Div;e, 

«Olim fe merainifle diu per jura puellse 

• Non ulli licuit.’) 

Olim' in thefe lines intimates formerly, not any conferablt 
length of time fince. Horace feems thus to have ufed the word* 

f Non fi male nunc, ut olim, 

• Sic erit; 

I underftand the paflages, as if the evils complained of 
had lafted in a fucceffion for fome time pill to the prefent 
hour. May I have leave to reftore this word 4 olim ’ to its 
ufual acceptation ? It has been underftood in the foregoing 
words df Horace, and in the following phrafe of Virgil to ex- 
prefs ‘ in time to come however meanings may vary in the 
fame word, they are inelegantly made opposes. 

4 Forfan et hxc olim memimfle juvabit.’ 

Thefe fufferings of former days will £1 pleating to remember* 
ance. 

Te 
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To the wild north’s rude vifit! fond employ. 

Nor. Hymen yet had wav’d the torch of joy ; 

Nor yet the prieftefs, bath’d in holy ftreacn. 

With olive’s foliage, wreath of paly gleam, 

Had bound the virgin-brow \ in youthful play 

She fends the flying ball; with tranfient ftay 
Receding—now advancing! blooming fair. 

Would that thy radiant robes protective care 
f Had not thofe lovely-fafliion’d limbs refign’d. 

All that thy ftep delay’d, thy courfe confin’d! 
Would that thou held’ft th’ unviolated rite, 

Nor impious frolic mar’d a Juno’s fight! 

So had no oath, J atonement of th’ offence, 

(For fuch, unhappy maid, thy vain pretence!) 

More deeply ting’d thy crime ! tho’ perj’ry awes 
With many an ill, yet thine the pious caufe! 

Nor dar’d rhe Goddefs to a brother’s eye 

Point ev’ry charm! but he whofe pinions fly 

Light as the buoyant air, whofe vengeful will 

Wrefts ev’ry word to urge the deed of ill, 

+ Ver, 150, and 151. orig. I read 

* Aft utinam ne prodita ludo 

* Auratam gracili folviffes corpore pallam V 

X I have paraphrafed the word 'piaffet,* ver, 155. of the 
original, and taken it in its fenfe of atonement, and of de¬ 
filing—I read the line, 

* Infelix nequid jurando jure piaffes,’ 

Scil, jure jurando. • 


T 2 
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From the bright quiver plucks a golden dart ; 

It ftrikes, k riots o’er the virgin’s heart; 

The dart fo Jight T fo tender to the view. 

Yet not thine own, * Tirynthian, half fo true! 
Strait in each pulfe awakes the throbing flame, 
Unbounded frenzy burfts o’er all her frame, 

Fierce as the warrior-dames + of Thracia’s round. 
Fierce as thy prieftefs at the trumpet’s found. 

Thou mother of the gods, the virgin fprings > 

Fill’d with her cries th’ affrighted city rings. 

Her trefles breathe no more J th* Idaean fweets r 
No more her foot the well-known fandal meets ; 
No more foft-floating o’er her breaft of fnow 
The pearl-embroider’d necklace loves to glow. 

Her feeble palfied footfteps devious roam, 

Now feek the fplendors of a father’s dome 
§ And now afeend in thought the fky-cap’d tow’rs. 
There wrap’d in night her keen afHi&ion pours. 

Eyes 

• Ver» 161. of the original may be confidently read, 

«Heii quanquam tenera at nimiura Tirynthia vifu!’ 

Alluding to the arrows of Tirynthian Hercules. A jingle of 
words feems deiigned by * tereti,’ and 4 Tirynthia.' 

•f* Ver. 165. orig. (hould be read, 

4 Ssevior egelidis ciconum ceu biflonis oris.* 

X Ver. 169. orig. £hould be,. * affueta baud.’ ‘Cognita-* is 
fiat; in the next verfe ‘ baccata,’ not ‘ bacchata,* muft he readi 

§ Ver. 17 3. of the original, 

* Aeriafquc fecit caufrn fe vifere turret 


lean- 
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Eyes from the bights her obje<S of defires, 

The camp wide-glift’ning with unnumber’d fires* 

Unmov’d the + diftaff, and unheeded gold, 

No more her fmiles the polifh’d harp behold. 

Or tune the genial chord ; no bufy loom 
Clos’d in the Libyan card* the rofe’s bloom 
Fades in her cheek, fair health a foe to love ! 

Her clouded ills no ray of comfort prove, 

Death’s fubtle poifon o’er each entrail preys; 

Where forrow fpur’d by fate commands, Iheftrays, 
Diftra&ion’s fling precipitates her flight, 

To fteal (what madnefs could the deed excite!) 

The purple honors of a father’s head; 

A foe, of thefe poflefs’d, releas’d from dread.— 
This the foie privilege of mis’ry’s bread ! 

Did ign’rance prompt ? the Good believe the beft. 
Fain would X they clear thee of a crime fo deep ! 
But thou, oh! father, while the ruinous fweep 

(What 

I cannot think * Faccre caufam* Virgilian 5 Scylla may feem 
to excufe herfelf For the vifit (he had before abruptly refolved 
to pay to her Father's palace. This cocrefponds with the (itu- 
ation of her mind. Why may we not read, 

* Se faspe aerias caufatur vifere turres.' 

She blames herfelf, that (he vifits the citadel* 

t I read * colum novit,' ver. 177, orig.—* Clauduntur* may 
be placed for ‘ plauduntur/ ver. 179. orig. and ‘ etquae* (in 
the nominative) for * atque ubi.’ver. 181. * vidit,’ for* Vldet/ 
ver. tSi. and the 4 que' after ‘ tabidulam’ omitted. 

X Orig. ver. iS$. read fcelevis, orfceleri. 

T j 


* Parana- 
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(What treafon marks th 5 imprudence of a child !) 

Of havoc through the city Ralking wild 
Scarce leaves the trace of one diftinguifh’d fpot. 
Where Hood thy tow’rs fublime ; in humbler lot 
Where thy tir’d limbs a wifh’d relief may fhare 
Scarce fhalt th afylum meet, the down to care. 

For thine, thou feather’d innocence, to die ! 

A daughter feals thy doom $ yon azure fky, 

Ye habitants of air, whole pinions reign, 

Whofe haunts the vocal grove, or verdant plain. 
Who fpring o’er ocean’s wafte, rejoice, ye hoft, 
Rejoice, blithe wand’rers of th’ extended coaft ! 

Rejoice, whofe fate the human form to change, 

* Arcadian nymphs ! to crown your princely range, 

Lo! Scylla points the Halcyon’s feather’d grace! 
And adds a father to your wayward race. 

Outwing the wearied clouds, ye beauties j greet 

(For beauty late was yours !) th’etherial feat! 
With you this hawk’s f difeerning eye-lid foar j 
This lark her honor s due defert explore ! 


Hor. 


Soft 

' 1 Daranatufque long! 

5 Sifyphus iEolides laboris.’ 

I have criticifed this paflage of Horace in the works of Ana¬ 
creon, Sappho, &c. Ridley, 1768. Read ver. I90. orig. 
(Natae imprudentia prodit.) 

• Ver igg, zoo, an d tot. orig. may be thus read 

* Vobis crudeli fatorum lege, (pueliae 

* Dauliadeg, gaudete!) 

numerofqtie tuarum. 

t Nifus, ver. 204.. is reprefented to have been changed into 
a bird, there called Chakelus, Chalcis in Homer lignifiesa 

bird 
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Soft deep had wrap’d the monarch’s brow; the train 
Kept their ftern vigils at the gates in vain ; 

Lonely the daughter from her couch defcends, 

To ev'ry breath of wind an ear fhe lends; 

J Twas filence all ! each fob of riling care 
She checks, and fnatches the thin joys of air. 

Lightly fufpended in her ftep fhe treads, 

Her impious hand the fatal iron fpreads; 

Fear chills the powYs, that urge th’ jjripaffionYJbreaft: 
The confcklus (hades her filial fraud atteft 
Paternal chamber, late no flranger-way. 

Thy threlhold bids thepaufe of fhort delay; 

0 

bird of frey . Honeft Chapman burlefques it into the owl l 
The hawk, has ufually been efteemed the metamorphofis of 
Nifusj whofe purple lock may perhaps have been placed by 
Grecian mythology to exprefs the deceitful methods by W'hich 
he carried on his wars ; otherwife his transformation into a 

bird of prey would want propriety ; for he had been evident* 
]y preyed upon himfelf. By CliaJceius a fpecies of owl or 

hawk may Vie intended. Pliny (fays Scaliger) terms Ho¬ 
mer’s a bird of night* It may be fo; but this proves 
little in Scaliger’s favor, Scaliger places ‘Hal'feetus' a kind 
of eagle for the <novus chalcaeius’of this paifage. There 
feems to be foundation for i'uch conftru6Vion ver. 528. but 
that whole defcription (hall be commented in its proper place* 
Nifus may have received the form of an eagle from the 
fpirit and difcernment with which he conduced, white king, 
the affairs of his country *, and on this principle Scylla fhould 
be vilified into a more humble bird charafterifing her difm- 
genuity. 

j Ver. 214.. ovig. may be read without the prepofidon in, 
which is inelegantly introduced. 

< Demptx fubita formidine vifes/ 

Tt 


She 
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> the Jlarry gh 


Which nods half-flumb’ring o’er the world below * 
With many a proffer’d gift f, ye pow’rs above. 

She richly Cues your unaccepting Jove.— 

The faithful guardian of Phoenicia’s line, 

Nurfe of her tender years in life’s decline , 

Heard the fair maid (the hinge with brazen grate 
Skriek’d o’er the marble threfhold’s reftlefs ftate) 
She clafp’d the languid wand’rer in her arms. 

And « Oh! my facred truft, thofe infant charms, 

C4 Oh! not In vain that pale, that fickly mood, 

€t To thy flow veins denies the ftream of blood ! 

€t No flighter care infpires the vent’rows toil 
“ Ah ! why the fweets of Bacchus* genial fpoil, 


• Ver- 217, *18 .1 read, 

* Et altum 

‘ Sufpicit occulto nutantia fidera mundo.* 

•Nodding ftars’ is an expreSion of Diyden, intimating that 
the general fleep of nature affefted the conftellations rhemfclves. 

f ‘ Piis divis,’ ver. 219- orig. feems a whimfical expreflion: 
It (hould be « pie-* 

$ Orig. ver. 2*7. raay be turned, 

• Non levis, ut faceres quod vix pote, cura fubegit.* 

Ver. 2»S. orig. (hould be expunged ; for the poet thereby af- 
fgns a reafon for this conduft of Scylla, which he in the very 
next verfe enquires . Upon the defcent of Carme, nurfe of 
Scylla from Phcenix king of Thebes, and brother of Cadmus, 
it may be obferved, that inftances of fimilar attention from dif- 
ringui&ed perfonages abounded in ancient days. Perhaps her 
name raay rather have been « Came,* by which a city of Phoe¬ 
nicia was called. Cai’eta, nurfe of ^Eneas, gave rife to the title 
of a town in Naples. 


Ah! 
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u Ah l why th’ inviting fruits of Ceres dread ? 
Why folitary watch a father’s bed, 

Ev’n at the hour when footh’d the tale of woe, 

41 And torrents mid their rage forget to flow ? 

<c Yet, tell thy wifhfui friend, thy friend of grief, 
u What oft thou told’ft her to her foul’s relief 
u Was but ideal fong*, when wrap’d in care 
u 7 'hy.fadnefs fpred the long difhevel’d hair, 

Spred to a parent's eye ! illtiftrious maid, 

« Say, does the rage thy thrilling limbs invade, 
it Which tofs’d of old the fatcinated mind 
« Of love-fick Myrrha, that to guilt refign’d, 

«< The foe of juftice f, as to paffion free, 

■ 

“ Thy wilhes would delude a fire, and me? 

« § What if the wound deep-rankles in thy heart, 

“ For fure thou feeVA the point of Cupid’s dart, 
n Nor vain th’ experience Cytherea taught 
« To trace the working of a lover’s thought; 

• Orig. ver. 235, 236, and 237. may be changed to 

4 Quiim mjefta parentes 
« Formoiis circiim virgo fine more capillis} 

‘ Die mihi, fi, See.' 

f Adraftsea, the goddefs fo called, it is alledged, from a 
temple ere&ed to her honor by Adraftu 1 . king of Argos, is 
the Nemefis of the Greeks, who, from the origin of her name, 
pb'aw (tribuo) implying that (lie recompenfes according to 
defert, is rtyled in the verfion, juftice. 

^ I read, ver. 241. orig. 

* Quod fi altum quovis animum jafteris amore.* 

“ If 
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She eyes the vault of heav’n, the Jlarry glow* 
Which nods half-flumb’ring o’er the worJd below * j 

9 

With JflaflJ Z proffer’d gift f, ye pow’rs above. 

She richly fues your unaccepting love. 

The faithful guardian of Phoenicia's line, 

Nurfe of her tender years in life’s decline , 

Heard the fair maid (the hinge with brazen grate 
Shriek’d o’er the marble threfhold’s reftlefs ftate) 
She clafp’d the languid wand’rer in her arms, 

And “ Oh! my facred truft, thofe infant charms, 

% 

ct Oh! notin vain that pare, that fickly mood, 
c< To thy flow veins denies the ftream of blood ! 

€t No flighter care infpires the vent’rous toil J 5 
c< Ah ! why the fweets of Bacchus’ genial fpoil, 


• Ver. 217, 218 .1 read, 

• Et altum 

* Sufpicit occulto nutantia fidera mundo/ 

• Nodding ftars* is an expreflion of Dryden, intimating that 
thcgeneralfleepof nature affe&ed tbeconftellations themfelves. 


f c Piis divis,* ver. 219. orig. feems a wbimjical expreflion: 
It Chould be * pie.* 

% Orig- ver. 227. may be turned, 

‘ Non levis, ut faceres quod vix pote, cura fubegit-* 

Ver. 218. orig. fhould be expunged } for the poet thereby af- 
fgus a reafon for this conduft of Scylla, which be in the very 
next verfe enquires. Upon the defeent of Carroe, nurfe of 
Scylla from Pheenix king of Thebes, and brother of Cadmus, 
it may be obferved, that inftances of fimilar attention from dif- 
fcinguiflied perfonage* abounded in ancient days. Perhaps her 
name may rather have been ‘ Cam e,* by which a city of Phce- 

niria was called. Caieta, nurfe of <®ncas, gave rife to the title 
of a town in Naples. 

AM 
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u Ah\ why th 1 inviting fruits of Ceres dread ? 
Wbj folitary watch a father’s bed, 

cc Ev’n at the hour when footh’d the tale of woe, 
u And torrents mid their rage forget to flow \ 
ft Yet, tell thy wifhful friend, thy friend of grief. 
What oft thou told’ft her to her fours relief 
“ Was but ideal fong*, when wrap’d in care 
lt Thy fadnefs fpred the long dilhevelM hair, 

Spred to a parents eye ! illuftrious maid, 

« Say, does the rage thy thrilling limbs invade, 
Which tofs’d of old the fafcinated mind 
Of love-fick Myrrha, that to guilt refign’d, 
The foe of juftice f, as to paffion free, 

s 

Thy wilhes would delude a fire, and me ? 

*« § What if the wound deep-rankles in thy heart, 

*« For fure thou feel’ft the point of Cupid’s dart, 

9 

Nor vain th’ experience Cytherea taught 
To trace the working of a lover’s thought; 

* Orig. ver. 135, 236, and 337. may be changed to 

* Quum msfta parentes 

* Formofis circiim virgo fine more capillis $ 

* Die mihi, fi, &c.’ 

f Adraftsea, the goddefs fo called, it is alledged, from a 
temple ere&ed to her honor by Adraftm. king of Argos, is 
the Nemeiis of the Greeks, who, from the origin of her name, 
vi,aw (tribuo) implying that (he recompenfes according to 
defert, is l\y\ed in the verfion, juftice; 

4 I read, ver. *4.1. orig* 

«Quod & altum quo vis animum jafleris amore/ 

“ If 
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<c If vows confefs’d illume the confcious fame, 

ii great Diana’s ever fav’ring name 

Chief of the pow’rs, who gave my foul to fhzrC 
* 6 Thy infant fweetnefs, by Tbyfelf I fwcar, 
Unnurober’d hardlhips Dial] my peace control, 

ct Fit fufF’rings for a great, cr wortblefs foul, 

<c Ere I the feelings of that heart refign, 

“ jj Low in th* inglorious dregs of grief to 

“ pine.”— 

She fpake! herfelf in fofter garment drefs’d 
Steals o’er the cold, cold maid the foft’ring veil, 
Whofe limbs the lightly-floating * girdle bounds; 
Then, as Affliction's dew her cheek furrounds. 

The matron prints it with a kifs, theftrain 
Once more purfues her fecret fource of pain t« 

s Orig. ver. 249, is fa;d to contain a falfe quantity in the 
word * fcoria,' which from its etymology fliooid be long. To 
avoid it, read 

e Qoatn te tabefeere tali 
* Scoria, et infami patiar tam forde perire.* 

Scaljger condemns the word 6 fcoria’ as too plebeian for the 
pen of Virgil 5 without reafon, furcly 1 it means * the refute 
of metals.* 

* c Coronam,' ver* 25t. orig. maybe preferved, as charac¬ 
terise of ancient manners amongft the female tex ; it is ap¬ 
plied to the zone, held in tecred tilimation. Scaliger's • era- 
cota’ is too modern. 

f Ver. 2 54. orig. I read, as lefs irreconcileable to conftru£Hon, 
1 Perfequitur mifers quae fint exquirere caufae?.* 


Her 
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Her car, and fuch her wilh, na-anfwers greet, 

Till the wide dome receives the virgin feet*, 

When thus the maid ! “Ah! why my pangs inquire? 

* v Why probe the throbing wound of fond delire, 

“ Ah ! no ! 1 1 burn not for th' accuftom’d friend ., 

“ Burn not for fuch to death ! thefe eyes commend, 

4< Nor turn from kindred looks; a fire may prove 

“ All that a daughter can bellow of love. 

“ § Spontaneous hatred ours, and ours alone; 

<4 This heart, believe me when my faults I own, 

“ Loves not, nor can, the object which it ought; 

<s (Oh ! that no image of a pious thought || 

u Falfe in its form were mine!)-—amid the glow 

65 Of furly tumults, and th* embattled foe 

« —Alas! the frantic accents! why the note 

* 

u Of clam’rous guilt thus burfting from my throat ? 
**• Ah t where begin? all, all my words reveal 
Ci Why from thy cares (for thou forbid’fl) conceal? 
“ Take the laft prefent of my dying breath 1 
“ Our walls with ruin, and our bolls with death 

} Ver. 159-orig. I read, 

• Non ego confueto mortale exuror amico.' 

§ Ver,261. orig. may run, 

‘ Ultro folum odimus omnes.’ 

Ver. 263.01’ig. (houidhe read, 

(Oh ! fi non falfe pietatis imago Iateret!) 

“ (»r 
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41 (By Jove beftow’d the fceptre of his ftate, 

44 No * wound to injure; fuch the boon of fate!) 
44 *Tis he, who threatens ; He my bofom fways, 

44 (How throbs it compafs’d in the wordy maze!) 

44 Here Minos triumphs ! by thofe looks of love, 

4C Thofe % breafts, that heav’d, my infant blifs to 

44 prove, 

44 (Still mem’ry points the purer fcenes of joy !) 

44 If thou canft fave, oh! wi/h not to deftroy ! 

44 If each alluring hope of fafety fled, 

44 'Tis all I merit, yield me to the dead; 

44 Mine be the clofe of cares!—-with forrowing eye 
c< Ere chance, hard chance had giv’n me to defcry, 
44 Yes! cruel God, that form of fond relief, 

44 Befi of his fex, yon* art invading chief 

44 Ere Scylla view’d, had this deftru&ive blade, 

45 (She from her veft the fatal /hears difplay’d) 

44 This fever’d from my fire th’ empurpled hair, 

46 Or Scylla funk the vi£tim of defpair !”— 

* Scaliger applies this gift hiftorically ; and the fame qua¬ 
lity is here attributed to ‘ Minos,’ which Talus experienced 
in Apollonius, ‘becaufe/ (forfooth!) ‘the poets reprefent 
him in a form of brafs.* But we meet with many heroes in¬ 
vulnerable In Grecian poetry; which may intimate, .that they 
frequently returned without injury from battle, and pofTefied 
fo perfe& an ufe of arms, as to be with difficulty wounded. 
Add, that Jupiter is represented to have patronized the king 
of Crete; a fure, as chara&eriftic heathen prote&ion of a 
warrior from dangers. 

J Orig. ver. 174 may run, 

* Perque tuum memori exbauflum mihi, See. 




Scarce 
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Scarce clos’d the maid, when (he of rev’rend years 
With duft her much diftevelM treffes fmears, 

And heaves the wild complaint j u Ah ! why again 
“ f Return, oh ! Minos, and repeat my pain l 
« Could not I banifh’d from my native foil, 
a A wretched captive, curs’d with flav’ry’s toil, 
a Fly from the reach of that avenging arm, 

4< To quench on her I lov’d my third of harm $ ? 
u For me! no comfort waits my lingering hours j 
“ Grudg'd tv ':y blifs of life’s declining pow’rs. 
u How could a mother, frantic in her rage, 

“ Thou haplefs daughter of defpondent age, 

<J How could I drag exiftence? would ! thy plan, 

<c No daring huntrefs in the wilds of man, 

<c Had roam’d from Ceres’ haunts, from Dian’s far, 
“ Nor urg’d the Parthian crook, a pointed war. 

Spur of Di&aean goats to well-known meads 1 
“ So, (from the arms of Minos frenzy leads) 
u Thou hadft not, rufhing § from the mountain’s brow 
a Dafh’d headlong ; thence, the records old avow 

f Ver. i% 6 , and 2S7. orig. I read, 

4 Oh ! mihi Te, Minos, crudelis reddere, Minos 
4 Cur iter inn noftrc Minos rnimice feneft?s 
4 Adfts > anne olim natus te propter eundem 

4 Annfe amor iafan® lu&um portavit alumnse V 

♦ 

| This alludes to a former captivity of Scylla's nurfe by 
Minos, together with tdvat of Britomartis. 

§ Vcr. 301. orig. I would prefer, 

■ -i ' i -- Speculatrix montibus/ &c. 

“ A Cre- 
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44 A Cretan goddefs, fuch thy honored claim—* 

46 The reft, refign’d a more diftrnguifh’d name, 

46 Pronounc’d thee lunar Queen ; whatever thy lore* 
44 y Mythology , my daughter mine no more ! 

-Ne’er ihall I view thee on the Iky-prop’d plain 
4£ Amid th’ affociate goats, and falvage train* 

44 Springing in vent’rous fport, nor hail thee blefs’d 
44 In fafe return, and clafp thee to my breaft !~ 

44 Such was the theme, which rul’d my troubled 

4; thought, 

44 When with my Scylla’s blifs my bofom fraught! 
4C My ears uninjur’d by the founds of woe!—. 

44 In Thee ftern fortune deals a doubled blow • 

44 In Thee?—my wi/h to live for Thee alone ! 
ic No fofter fleep my wretched eye-lids own, 

44 Though worneby nature’s load; to lire, my pride, 
44 Till in thy fcarf of radiant hue the bride, 

44 My happier Jk*ll y thou ftniPdft ; oh ! maid of care, 
• 4 What refcuing god attends thy votive pray’r ? 

44 Yet know’ll: thou not, a fathers rev Vend head, 

44 ’Mid the grey locks the trefs of purple fpread, 

| In this ancient legend the verfion has hazarded an imme¬ 
diate addrefs to ancient mythology; and thither it is evident¬ 
ly to be refer'd. Diana was revered, in Crete *. fhe was placed 
for the moor, as we are informed from the fame fource. Phoce 
was an iliet of the Cretan dominions. Ver. 303. fiiould be 
* Tibi nun.ina Phocs,’ I read, ver. 313, 3x4. orig. * teque,* 
without an interrogation. 


44 Beams 
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« Beams from the law of fate ? myfterious bldom, 
“ Sufpended from whofe thread his country’s doom. 
« To this my Scylh ftranger, hopes are mine ! 

41 Unconfcious of its guilt th’ attempt was thine. 

£ < If, as I greatly fear,—oh ! darling maid, 

<£ By all th* affedlion to thy pangs difplay’d, 

44 Ev’n by myfelf, by her thou lov’d, I fue, 
i{ By dread Lucina’s facred ftieam renew 
« No traitorous wifh, no zealous frenzy-lead 
“ Thy throbing bofom to fo foul a deed ! 

££ Vain were the talk thy purpos’d will to bend, 

£t A talk, oh! love, impoffible ! contend 
“ With heavVs decree? the nuptial unionfeal,—- 

C( Where thy bell triumph is thy country’s weal ; 

4; * No houfehold gods be thine, which mark a foe ; 
44 My fafcr counfels from experience flow. 
cc Reft of each with to rule a father’s choice ? 

4t Thyfelf (fuch muftc in a daughter’s voice [) 

41 Yet may’ft prevail, when pious Juftice draws. 

44 The plea, that crowns a well protected caufe, 

£( In eloquence of fighs; fuch efforts thine, 

<£ No more the purports of thy foul decline ( 
u Myfelf, my gods, your friends-—how quickly fpuit 
4< Each thread of fpeech in order’s track begun !"—* 

* Why * aliquos penates,* in the 33*d, ver, orig. furely it 
Ihould run ‘ alios,* other than tliofe of Minos 1 
I have omitted in its proper place to alter ver. 316. orig. 

1 Per Te, mea alumna, meumque 
—< Expeuurtv mifera tibi rebus amorem/ 


Thus 
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Thus hope, in bland compofure of control, , 

Calms the fierce tide of paffion in her foul ; 

With fa![’ring finger o’er the virgin cheeks 
She glides the (heltYing veil, and trembling feeks 
The fweets of Humber, gentle gift of night; 

The oil inverted chokes th* expiring light $ 

Each ftroke fhe wards that beats the lovely bread 

Wards with her hand, and footbes each care to reft. 
Through night, faft guardian of each breath that flics 

Prop’d on her elbow o'er the fuff’rer's eyes 
She broods inceflant; when the fmiles of day 
Dart from the mountain brow a fcatter’d ray, 

Joy to the heart of man whofe varying fire 

* By turns the virgins fly, by turns delirc, 

* 

They fly the f fettingy hail the rifmg flame. 

The virgin cares their matron's precept claim. 
Prompt to obedience; all herwijb to know. 
Whence the bell pleas of nuptial tranfport flow. 
That fill the fager thoughts, a father’s ear ; 

She bends her accents’ wbifperd (train to hear ; 

• Ver. 351. orig. I underftand to run, ‘alternse,’ initead 
of‘alrernis,’ which, if preferved, * horis’ fhould be the fub- 
ftantive. Pa vide (hould be read in the fame verfe. 

f Scaliger afcertains the hatred of virgins to Hefper, for 
whom the original places the Jetting day> from Catullus, who 

introduces tbeir reproaches of that meek godhead, 

‘ Qui Cselo lucet crudelior ignis.’ 

Ver. 350,551, 351. orig. contain little better than a conceit. 

The 
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The fweets of peace her fond ideas praife, 

No cujlonid converfe wildly-wand’ring plays. 

Now /he proclaims aloud the hofts in arms \ 

And now the f kindred deity alarms! 

Her % dread the lofs of father, and of king! 

Her dread his friends, alike from Jove who fpring ; 

She plies (foul treafon !) fallhood’s ev'ry art, 

With threats of angry heav’n each patriot-heart 
Her terrors fcare; fell omens burli around, * 

(Fell omens wrap’d in ev’ry fcene abound !) 

She deals corruption to the prieftly band > 

When falls the vifiim to the facred hand. 

Deep in the entrails Minos' blifs they fpy ; 
Embattled hofts the dubious combat fly. 

Her ready vafe the pond’ring matron greets 

With richeft incenfe, variegated fweets , 

Cafia, -narciflus, and * each herb difplays 

Of many-fcented pride , luxuriant /frays 
Thrice the ninth thread of three-fold hue , € My fair, 
< Thrice/ /he commands me ( with a virgin’s care/ 

t Ver. 359* orig. I read * affincmque timet divum’ fcil. 
( Jovem/by this the repetition of ‘communis ’ is avoided. 

JVer.35%. orig*(hou\d run ‘ fremere,' inftead of ‘ ttemere.' 
I cannot conftrue with Scaliger thefe words ironically, but as 

a corapun&ion of conference from a transient return of filial 
afte&ion. 

♦ 

• Ver. 370. * Herbafque intendit.’ 


U 


f Thrice 
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c Thrice with the mouth’s light dew, her bofbm 

‘ ftreafcj • • . . 

c To keav-11 in vain would equal numbers fpeak||* 

♦ 

She j thrice to Jove repeats the Stygian rite^ 
Strange to th 5 Idsean yrf, or Grecian figbiy 
The olive, fav’rite of Atnyclse^ boughs. 

Strews the dark (brine5 with?fadly^folemn vows 
To fix the monarch’s foul $ in vain l-s^-unaw’d 

Firm Nifus triumph’d o’er each votive fraud ; 
Chang’d nor by man, nor God his purport fwerves, 
The lock fueh cautious confidence preferves j .. 


f We are now fesrppnded by the rites of nwgjc^lincaH-* 
tations, which Scaliger in a long com men tdifpqfles even tqi 
minutenefs. A ’comparifoii of the practices in this* parr of 
Grecian enthafiafm by the: queen of Carthage, Mn, b. in. will 
ferve to a fufficient explanation of the prefpnt paflage. But 
critics love to talk ! We may obfefve the antiquity of the 
above relation from the aflertion of the author, immediate*' 
ly enfuing, that ihefc Stygian rites w*re a* {his peflftd; un- 
known to the feers of Crete, or tp the Greeks: by the feera 

• .. • , • \ • 4 • * •• - r\ • • *•» • • -* 

the Idsei Dactyl i may be intended. The £*ftuc** of Theocri- 

" » • 9 0 

tus may farther be employed as explanatory of th$ text by a 
carious reader. The firft folemn a&s after the difpofition of 
the ipcenfe, and flowers in the vafe, was 3 deprecation of 

• 1 j " * 4 

heavenly anger for the intentions of the heart urging to 
thefe facrifices, by the thrice-fpTtting of the prieftefles and the 
perfoty on whofe §ccpunt they were made^ each into her re- 
fpeflive bpfem. We may in this, and every othpr, 4 nftitittioTi x 
particularly of the magical kind, abferve the heathens to 

have delighted as in odd numbers, fo in very odd tilings, 

♦ 

{ Ver. 374.. orig. I read, 


for, 


Indejovi plufquam gemmat,' 


. ‘ Namero detis impare gauriet.' 


Again 
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Again afibciate of the virgin-plan 

To cut the fatal lock her toifhes fcan 

The dread attempt; ev’n now * fhe cuts, (o prove 

The willing fuccour of a long-known love! 

Then to her native walls her happier doom 
Of fwift return, to hail a daughter’s tomb f. 

Ideal deed ! her frantic hands divide 
The trefs with Sidon’s radiant purple dy’d. 

The captive city mourns the Gods 5 decree 

Oracular ; fufpended o’er the fea 

The virgin triumphs on the deck, each maid 

Of Thetis’ court, to Scylla’s charms difplayM 
Smil’d admiration, Thetis gaz’d her frame j 
And Neptune kindled with a fiercer flame. 

Here Galatea guides the fillers gay. 

And fhe, Leucothoe hight, o er ocean’s way 


# Ver. 383. orig. 

1 Quem longo jamjam captat fuccurrere amori.’ , > 

+ I underftand with Sealtger, that the original alludes to 
the nurfe’s return into her native country, (but with this dif¬ 
ference) when the attempt had fucceeded ; in which (he was 

as wiidly.confidenr, as her poor pupil. Seal iger maintain* 

thereverfe. Her daughter was buried there $ the 384, $‘ 6 $, 
and 3?6th. ver. orig. I read, 

4 Non miniis ilia tameii reVehi/ quo msenia crefcant, 

‘ Gaudeat, ut cineri patria eft jucunda fepulto/ ' 

(‘ ut/ implies ‘as/ or * fince/) ^ 

‘ Ergo aequfc capiti, ac Scyllav eft iniraica paterfto.* } » 

U 2 Whofc 
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Whofe car cerulean yok’d in glory lead 
The finny race* and * double footed fteed. 

To thefe the mild Palamon's infant rage 
Join’d with a mother fpringsj —they blithely fhow 
Fix’d o’er each limb, unrivaKd by the fnowf f 
In vain file pours, impatient of relief. 

Borne mid the roaring furge, the notes of grief ; 
Reftrain, ye troubled blafts, your fyllen breath, 
Attend my forrows, ere I fink to death X ! 

Attend 

* Definit in pifcern. 

I omit ver. 397, 398. orig. relating the prefence of the 
Tyndaridae on this occafion; for what connexion fubfifted 
between tbofe twin-brothers, and the deities of the ocean? 
ver. 39?. is compofed of a whole line in Virgil’s fourth eclogue. 
If Virgil treated us with the Ceiris, we may be contented to 
return the line to the eclogue, where it is certainly intro¬ 
duced with propriety, which can fcarcely be alferted with re- 
fpeft to the prefent paflage. If the Ceiris is concluded the 
performance of another, the infertion of this verfe is a con- 
vi&ion of pitiful plagiarifra 5 and as Virgil fairly claims it, it 
is but juff that he fhould poffefs it. I read ver. 399* orig. 

* illi etiam,’ See. Palsmon and his mother. 

X Ver. 402,403. orig. are left out for one of the reafons in 
the remark upon ver. 398 add to which that 1 have always 
thought the paflage in which I firfl met with them to be clos'd 
in the ftyle of Ovidian conceit, rather than of the dignified 
ipirit of Virgil. Take both lines, 

Ad cslum infelix ardentia lumina tollens. 

Lamina nam teneras arcebant vincula palmas. 

Scylla was chain'd to the deck ; band-cuffed by the command 
of the very man for whofe fake {he had forfeited the reputation 
of a daughter, a princefs, and a citizen. Juff puniflunent of 

guilt 
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Attend, too partial gods, 4 my laft appeal 
Who never deign'd a fmile to Scylla’s weal, 

How foon to fpeak no more ! oh! Ye, whofe form 
The Zephyr mild, or Boreas in a ftorm. 

Bear witnefs tomy wrongs ! and Ye % whofe claim 
To fan the rofy Eaft, is Scylla’s name 
Diflionor's found ? to her , to her ally'd 
Swells o’er each vein the rich congenial tide ; 

(Oh! would that fafety crown’d a Procne’s hour!) 
Once, once the filial grace of Nifus’ pow’r, 

Who fpred the flame of love o'er Grecia’s band. 
Where winding \ waves embrace the circling land* 
Yes! Minos, I am thine; in union dear 
Thy wife!—.my words, tho’ unaccepted, hear! 
Mine, as a Have to plough the wat’ry way ! 

Here fix’d in fetters many a weary day ! 

Sure ’tis enough ! can fiercer pangs await ? 

Fool that I was! my country's honor’d ftate, 

My dear, dear houthold gods to yield! to know, 
(Where fued the friend !) the tyrant, and the foe! 
Yet be it fo !—from fuch * the hard return 
My guilt might expiate, fuch whofe temples bum 

fo complicated! The expreflion therefore fignifies * ihe rais’d 
her eager, eyes to the heavens, and would have rais’d her 
hands, but they were tied down.’ 

X Ver. 409. orig. I read * Sprenitis V Procne was Scylla’s 
fir ft coufm. 

+ The Hellespont $ a ftrait dividing Europe and Afia, 

• Ver.^i. oiig. ‘ lUos fceterata putarem,’ &c* 

u 5 
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By thefe relentlefs bands, whofe walls around 
For thee, for Minos, thunder to the ground ; 

My well-requited doom, had fate reveal’d 

Our faith firm-plighted, and our union {bal'd. 

% 

But thou, my victor ! ftars /hall change their courfe, 
Ere Scylla’s thus to dread her Minos* force : 

Fondly I deem’d!-—’tis guilt that conquers all! 
For thee, for Minos' love my country’s fall ? 

For thee ? what wonder, fond unguarded maid* 

In looks confiding, by that form betray’d § ! 

V 

Ill in that frame I never could believe. 

That frame, thofe ftars but glitter to deceive! 

Th’ enchanted palace not a figh purfu’d, 

No amber’s pride with pearly tears bedew’d. 

No fofter coral *; not a vaflal fair, 

Whofe equal ranks fuperior graces lhare, 


§ I omit ver. 430. the whole being borrowed from one of 
Virgil's eclogues, and originally imitated from Theocritus, 
Ver. 4x9, 431,43a. fhould thus run, 

( Vultu decepta puella, 

‘Non equidem ex ifto fperavi corpore pofle 

f Tale malum nafci; forwaque , & Mere kllor 

The application of • fidere’ feems a beautiful allufion to the 
foregoing conclulion of ScyJla, that the ftars would fooner 
vary their eftablifhed courfe, than (he foould expeft fevers 
treatment from Minos. In this latter paflage (lie cannot truft 
them. 

* Coral, a ferub growing at the bottom of the fea, and 
there yielding to the touch, however hardened its fubftance, 
when expofed to the open air. 


No 
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No—not the fear of heay’n reftrains my foul; / ; 

% 

Oh ! Love ! what bends not to,thy (tern control ?' 
No fweets of myrrh my reeking brow Jhall crown ; 

No flame of Hymen gild the couch _of down, 
Waiting a, rich perfume j the couch, whofe, pride . 


With citrqn ftru&uf’d; and with purple dy’d. 
Great my complaints ! as mine* no virgin’s doom V 
Not evn the fand ft row’d oer me for a tomb f ! 

May 


f They, who efteem the above not to convey the fewfe of 
the original, ihay accept 

* Great nay complaints l ev’n earth the gen’ral tomb 

• Strews not her fcanty duft for Scylia*s doom 1 

t 

Thefc expreflion$ authorized by Scaiiger, (who alters ver. 
441.to 

c Pt VWa cpiidem communis alumnis 
1 Omnibus/ (fc. Telius.) 

remove at lead, an ambiguity in the word ‘ alumna/ which de¬ 
rived from ‘ aio’ implies the nourifher, no lefs than the non* 
riflied. True it is that Pliny adopts the very phrafe « terra 
omnium alumna / but we may recollect that a confiderable part 
of our prefent fubjeft is taken up in the converfation between 
Scyfta and her nurfe, and the former alone is conftantly call’d 
* alumna.* As above read, I prefume the paflage to allude to the 
affertion of Hyginus, that * Scylla call herfelf into the fea/ and 

in courfe received not burial even in its rude# form Upon file 
fhore. But why, it may be aiked, is the earth ailedged to be' 
the common privilege, as to fepulture, for females in their 
maiden ftate. I know not, unlefs upon the idea, that the 
other fex, being perpetually expofed to, or exercifed in bat¬ 
tles, were liable to periih, and to remain unburied. Their 
wives were likewife more liable in many refpedls to follow the* 
fortunes of their huibands, and to be deprived of funeral* 
rites. Thofe who are difgufted with the hijing of 4 communis 

U4 alumnis* 
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l May not I fue thee ’mid thy fervil train, 

- - - 

Thee and the happy partner of thy reign 

In tneannefs’ bumble talk my toils to filed, 

* 

On the full fpindle roll the flaxen'thread ? 

Yet (Pow’r tby right commands o’er Scylla’s breath!) 
Why not a wretched captive yield to death ? 

Alas each tir’d limb funk its ftrength refigns ; 

Loofe o’er my bending neck my head declines ; 

5 Each ftiff joint motionlefs, thefe marble arms 

Drop, as the marble cold; tbefe boafted charms 

Oft woo’d by lovers fade—fee, fee they fweep, 

Thofe pells, unwieldly monfters of the deep ! 

Mid the blue whirlpools dafh’d their finewy pow’r. 
Each weU-fang’d mouth wide open’d to devour. 

Yet, Minos, mark the chequer’d lot of man ! 

What ills befet one difappointed plan, 

Ills, fuch as Scylla knows ! are fuch to me 
The wretched offspring of the Fates’ decree ? 
Fortune their caufe, or errors all mv own ? 

The world may blame !—uninjur’d Thou alone. 

4 

alnmnis * will certainly prefer the text, as it firft flood. Scylla 
might probably have apprehended the directions of Minos to 
have commanded her over board, when the (hip came, as 
we exprefs it, to a certain latitude! 

% Ver. 446. orig. * Non liceat,* &c. 

■ 

| Ver. 450. orig. ‘labuntur* for ‘Jabafcunt’ the firft fyl- 
lable of which is fijort. To the clofe of this verfe I have 
added an amplification, charafreriftic of Scylla’s extreme 
diflrefs. 


Mean- 
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Meanwhile incumbent o’er the diftant (urge 
Rude eaftern blafts their fwelling canvas urge. 

The benkoariiails the fea-encircled meads ; 

No more the plaints, as ocean’s danger leads, 

Trill from the virgin-breaft ; at once their courfe 
Forfakes, proud lfthtnus, thy collected force y 
Pafs’d fertil * Corinth’s flow r-enamel’d plain, 

* And pafs’d the cragged tow’rs of Sciron’s reign f 
The cave, its h^plefs neighbors’ curfe, where dwells 


Th’unwieldy fwine of many' bridled /hells f ; 

The fafe.Piraean haven they defcry’d ; 

Fair Athens, but in vain its Scylla’s pride i, 

% 

Attra&s a lafl, lafl look j and now the view 
Of Minos’ rich domain their eyes purfue 


* The family of Cypfelus, tyrant of Corinth, is reprefent- 
ed to have reigned there in the days of Scylla. Sciron was a 
robber, or rather pirate, conquered by Tnefeus, as mytholo¬ 
gy records, and turned afterwards iato a rock. Megara was 
the place of his death. 

f Cromyon, a fpot in the vicinity of Corinth, contained 
the den from which the monfter in the text occafioned per¬ 
petual alarms to the adjoining inhabitants. Scaliger quarrels 
with * Teftudinis,' and reads Thefeidis,* ver. 466. alluding 
to the deftru&ion of the monfter byThefeus. The verfioa 
affimilates the bridles of the animal to fcales, or a {hell, and 
the original may be rendered accordingly. 

' « Infeftumque fuis dira teftudine tranfit.* 

The * fus 1 is here fufficiently implied without a dir eft name. 
It may feem the origin in fame refpe&s of the deftru&ive boar 
flain by Meleager, 

J Ver. 469. orig. * Et notas fibi, vae fruftra, * &c. 


Girt 
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Girt by ;aitd ffawrfhebi^- .' 

Cyclai'^iBt SffOpbad,• rififlk to fhcfightq :::.-• 

With thee, tfcfmione, foft-winding bay j 
Erewhile abawfon’d Delos-’ fertil fway,. 

Dki»iCO cjM-Nereua’ bridei- ttt-ocean’s teiag, 

Whofe reign tlTiEgeaw deSp* their Cotirfe they' wirtg 

By Cyth^’ fo&miag &r&ady by'' Pacos* Me 

♦ 

Profit# hit’ morhl^ and Dotvyfh^s fffliltf- 
WbofeyTw of verdant hue^j iEgin^’s t&whs,* 

And *?faer, whofe barveftfc wode> th* autumnal hours. 
Nowhere, nowtthere^hefport ofevVy gate, * 
Rolls the tofs’d virgin'; this benfcath the 
Of freighted fleets th ,f 'attendant boat is whirl'd', • 
Stern winter o’er 1 the' main in tempefts hurl'd f 
When Ihe the mighty bride of ocean’s arms 

9 

f Vex’d all her beauty, rifled all far charms, 

» J • 1 > . ' * * 1 - • * • 

Whqfs fickly hues aA'aryjng-farm<difpjay.;, . . 
Go«fefs*d the goddefs of the wat'ry way; 

Nor thine, thou billowy queen, that tender frame 

To clothe in % harden’d fcaJes, your trait’rous claim, 


• % 

• Seriphus; where, fays Pliny, the frogs croak not l 

iniift naturalifts be fanciful ? 


Why. 


f Ver, 4S1, 4S2. orig* I read 

* Orane decas-donec forms vex3vit, et argros* 

‘ $ Aofolvens rsifsras nunavit virgiuis aFtu*/ 

'J’Ver. 484. 1 Externis fquamis-' 


§ They who efteem this alteration of the text too daring, 
as not reconciled by MSS. vet. ed. &c^.but folely by common 
‘ fenfe may take ( abftulirA Sic. 

Ye 
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Ye finny tyrants, the delicious prize: ' » 

\ 

What prey unheeded, when- your hunger eyes l 

She tries her little wings, {he (bars fublime; 

* + 

And bears the name congenial with her crime, 

% 

More beauteous than the fwan, Amyche’s grace *: 

• » 

As clos’d the embryo of the feathered race- 

4 

Clos’d in its fnowy egg, ere wak’d to day 

9 

By genial heat the limbs imperfect play, 

Till form’d each loafer joint-; thus, h3ple/s fair, 

Th’ unfafhion’d parts their gradual changes firare*, 
Till wide-incompas’d by the roaring deep 
Of what ivas -f. Scylla not a trace they keep. 

* t 

* Ver. 489. orig. Virgil in his Eclogues has.the following 
verfe, 

* Argutos inter ftrepit anfer olores.’ 

I recoiled to have feen in no paflage but the prefent, c anfer,* 
applied to a ‘ fwan.' The verfe may be read, 

« Ciris Amyclseo forroofior elTet olore.' 

\ After all the various opinions of the critics and commen¬ 
tators, it may be reafonable to conclude the Ceiris to have 
been the Halcyon ; Apollonius applies the epithet to this 
bird; fo far it is reconcilable with the hiftory of Scylla, 
Scylla feems to have been thrown, or to have thrown herftif 
into the fea, the Halcyon’s dement •* for it never quitted 
either the ocean, or the fhore. It is likewife reconcileable to 
the antiquity of Scylla's ftory, from the fabulous reprefenta- 

tionsof the Halcyon. The more ancient the occaiion of a me- 
tamorphofis, the more congenial the chara&er of the animal 
exigence into-which a- human perfon had been mythologi¬ 
cally transformed, with the perfonage himfelf, in all the parts 
of his hiftory. 


At 
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At once that face, which fee a world on fire, 

Thofe lips, that kindled in each breaft defire. 

That foft-expanded forehead’s milder light, 

* 

Ere while each charm colledled to the fight 
Sinks to a fcantier fpace \ of late fo fleek 
The chin protra&ed gently to a beak \ 

Perch’d o’er the centre of her head, the creft, 

As confcious of the lock , a fire poffefs’d," 

Array’d in purple fmiles ; the filky fliow 
Of plumage darts a variegated glow 
Of ricbeft hues, her polifh’d frame o’erfpreads : 
Each • radiant arm the ftrength of pinion Iheds. 
The reft her will obey ; of texture thin 
Each leg protected by a coarfer fkin 
Of pure vermilion ; from the tender feet 
f Earth’s lightly-printed duft the talons meet. 

Nor deem, oh ! Virgin ,, that her ling’ring aid. 
The bride Neptunian fweet of foul difplay’d, 

* Ver. 504- orig. * Lautaque,’ inftead of 4 lentaque.* From 
the fabulous origin of this bird in tbe prefent ftoryof Scylla, 
and from its reGdence on the fea fbore, it may feera to have 
fupported itfeif upon fi/b j fome ferril genius by a happy 
after-thought of fancy might thence have m eta morph ofed 
poor old Nifus into a fhh, which was doom’d to be eternally 
■worried, and often devoured by the Halcyon 5 as if it was not 
fufEcient that the daughter fhould have deftroyed her father, 
but that fee hill in her new form fhould continue her perfe- 
cutions. We fhall at the clofe of the poem obferve the 
reFerfe. 

f Little footfleps lightly print the ground. Mr. Gray. 

From 
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From this dread period not a look Jhe lov'd 
Smil’d, as encircled with the wreath Jhe mov’d 
Of purpled fillet o'er her radiant head; 

No Tyrian fragrance to the genial bed 
Welcomes her fpoufal ftep; no place of reft, 

For where a fpot to comfort the diftrefs’d ! 

Thou, Halcyon, fpringing from the billowy ftream 
On whirring pinions to the folar beam 
Shed’ft in thy feather'd flight the briny dew ; 

Ah ! why from death recover'd to purfue 
Of life one barren folitary round, 

While rocks, and defart fhores thy woes refound ?— 
Nor yet the vengeance clos’d ! for He, whofe fway 
Heav’n, and the myriads of his earth obey, 

Difdain’d her union with the realms above. 

Who feaPd a father s doom ; a fmile of love. 

His pious virtue's rccompence, (thy (hrine, 

> 

Oh! Jove, aU-fuppliant to thy pow’r divine 
Oft by his vows embrued in facred gore, 

Nor to the gods refus’d the gifted ftore) 

Thy boon the form he wilh’d, an happier change, 

* With eagle-wing the brow of heav’n to range; 
And much the piercing Eagle, Jove, thy pride ! 
—For Thee, ftill plung’d in forrow’s whelming tide, 

• A very prolix remark ( c which like a wounded (hake,* &c.) 
is indulged by Scaliger upon this paflage; but the paflage itfelf 
is fufftciently clear without it. I read ‘corufcis’ in the next 
line of the original, as applicable to the eagle. Ver. 531? 
orig. inftead of ‘ gnatique,* I would prefer * fatique.’ 

Loath’d 
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Loath’d by, the Gods, and fenteirc’d by the Fates, 
Confcteom’d by him thou lov’d#, yet more awaits j 
A father’s rutblefe ire ! as, Scorpio bright, 

Amid the glories of eiberial light, 

(Their fplendors oft’ have caught my ravi/h’d eye !) 

Alternate thine. Of ion’s beam to £y *! 

Such 


t Ver * 5i3> 534* 535- or *g* * thus read, 

«Sicut et jetfaerio fignotura munere prseftans 
* Uno narti duplices (iellantes lumine vidi, 

4 Scorpios alternum clarus fiigit Oriona.* 

In this elegant compofition, not unworthj' of Virgil, but 

from the repeated correfrions, requiSte to the full difplay of 

jfs excellencies, Icarceiy an entire effort of the Mantuan Milfe, 
we may obferve a diftinguilhed application of more ancient 

mythology to epifodical fweetnels. Imitations from Catullus, 
where alone be merits to be imitated, are adopted, to the im¬ 
provement of the piece. Virgil (if we may conclude the 
poem to be his) has afraoft through the whole been a copyift 
of his own works, even if we omit (which I have before ha¬ 
zarded) the verfes borrowed without a flighteft variation. As 
the poem has hitherto appeared, Ovidian conceits are inter- 

fperfed. This deleft might have been merely a facrifice to the 
times, in which the Ceiris was compofed. We may not forget 
Apo'lonius, whole abreviared fwiplicity of refleftion, and 
manly expreffivenefs of tfyle are an ornament to the present 
piece. The language of the Roman, deferibing the courfe. in 
which tilC veffel of Minos faiitd with his captive Scylla, afliinf¬ 
lates to the poetry of Apollonius. Upon the whole, though 
the Ceiris may be efteemed an apocryphal prodaftion, as the 
offspring of Virgilian parity, the critical canons may be fatis« 
£ed to rank k with claiScal exertions, patronized by Auguflus. 
From the aHufioit to nhilofophy in the exordium of this poem* 
considered with its fubjeft, may we not conceive a defigned 
application to PvtUagoreap principles? If we are indebted to 
Virgil for the Ceiris, it is no improbable conjefture. As he 

well 


♦ 
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Such ’gainft the Halcyon burns the Eagle’s rage! 
Stern memory prompts, eternal war they wage. 
Where’er fad Scylla wings th* aerial glow. 

Hark! through the Iky refounds the parent foe! 
Where’er the father cleaves his liquid way. 
Through realms of fpace fhe feeks the kindred prey. 

well knew, and has amply characterized the tenets of the 
Pythagorean fchool in theiixth book of bis TEne’id j fo in the 
pretent abreviated work, the DoCtvine of Tranfinigratiou 
has been judicioufly interwoven with the more general prin¬ 
ciples of mythology. 


END OF VOL. I. 



